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ERRATA. 



[Previous to reading this report the following corrections should be 
made with ink.] 

Page 21, near center of page, sentence should read "The number of 
days the mines were operated during '1897' was one less than during 
1896." 

Page 29, nearcenter of page/'sixth" should be substituted for '*fifth." 

Page M, '''Mingo County'''' should be immediately over Peerless Coal 
& Coke Co. 

Page 148, four lines from bottom, * three-face" should read '"three- 
fase." 

Page 151, 16 lines from bottom, '4,840" should read '41,840." 

Page 155, Quincy mine, "Teele," should r^ad "Peele." 
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Office of the Chief Mine Inspector, 
Charleston, W. Va. 

lo His Excellency: 

Hon. G. W. Atkinson, Governor of W. Va, : 

Dear Sir : — 

1 have the honor to submit for your consideration my 
first anntial report, as Chief Mine Inspector for the State of West 
Virginia. 

Very Respectfully. 

James W. Paul, 



Chief Mine Inspector % 



December 31st, 1897. 
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INTRODUCTION 



TO IHE ItEPORT OF THE 



Chief Mine Inspector 



FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30TH, 

1897. 



HISTORY OF THE DEPARTMENT OF MINES AND MINING 

IN WEST VIRGINIA. 

By an Act of the Legislature in session in 1888 this department 
and the oflBce of a State Mine Inspector were created. 

The growth of the coal mining industry in the State soon made 
it impossible for one Inspector to comply with the statutory re- 
quirements, since the then principal coal mining operations were 
widely separated and were known as the**Kanawha" and **North- 
ern" districts respecbively. 

By an Act of the Legislature in session in 1887 the State was 
separated into two mining districts and the office of a second 
State Mine Inspector was created. 

In 1888-89 the McDowell coal field was opened and develop- 
ments began on a large scale. This new field and the growth of 
the other mining districts increased the duties of the two Inspec- 
tors. By the extension of the Norfolk & Western Railroad 
through the counties of McDowell, Logan (now Min^o\^ ve^<^ 
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Wayne and the developments in Fayette, Marion and Harrison 
counties the number of nfjines was increased and the mines them- 
selves were expanded in their development to such an extent as to 
make the duties of the two Inspectorw very arduous. 

To relieve the Inspectors, in a measure, of the excessive work 
imposed upon them and to give efficient eervice to a more thor- 
ough inspection of the mines, the Legislature in 1898 divided the 
State into three mining districts and provided for three State 
Mine Inspectors, one for each of the three mining districts. 

Some notion of the growth of the mining induHtry of the State 
can l)e formed by considering the tonnage j)roduction of coal in 
the State for a number of stated years. 

When this department was created in 1888 our State produced 
2,^05,565 gross tonn of coal. In 1887 the product had increased 
to 4,087,089 tons. In 1893 our production of coal was 9,758,991 
tons and in 189() the output reached 12,062,468 tons of coal. 

The introduction of West Virginia coals into the Chicago and 
other Western and Northwestern markets; into the Eastern and 
Atlantic seaboard trade, and the encroachments which our coke 
made upon the trade held by Pennsylvania operators, and the 
:fact that ocean steamers had broken all previous records by the 
' use of Webt Virginia coal for steam generation ; together with the 
displays of high grade coals and cokes at the World's Fair Expo- 
sition, all tended to bring West Virginia into prominence as a 
coal producing State of no mean ability. 

These most natural conditions arising from the excellence and 
quantity of our State's principal economic products — coal and 
coke, — have made this department one of prominence in the State 
government. 

In order that the administration of the department having in 
charge the inspection of mines might be more thorough in its 
work, the Legislature, in regular session in 1897, provided for the 
offices of a Chief ;^Mine Inspector and four mine inspectors, th(^ 
Chief Mine Inspector to supervise and control the mine inspec- 
tion of the State. The . Governor and the Chief Mine Inspector 
were empowered to divide the State into four mining districts. 

The counties comprising the mining districts heretofore have 
been specified by Act of the Legislature, and during the years 
1888 to 1887 all the counties in the State were in one district. 
From 1887 to 1898 the first district was composed of the counties 
of Barbour, Berkeley, Brooke, Calhoun, Doddridge, Gilmer, 
Qrant, Hampshire, Hancock, Hardy, Harrison, Jackson, Jeffer- 
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son, Lewis, Marion, Marshall, Mineral, Monongalia, Morgan, 
Ohio, Pendleton, Pleasants, Preston, Randolph, Ritchie, Roane, 
Taylor, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Wetzel, Wirt and Wood, and the 
second district was composed of th counties of Boon^, Braxton, 
Cabell, Clay, Fayette, Greenbrier, Kanawha, Lincoln, Logan, Mc- 
Dowell, Mercer, Monroe, Mason, Nicholas, Pocahontas, Raleigh, 
Putnam, Summers, Wayne, Webster, and Wyoming. 

From 1898 to 1897 the State was divided into three districts, 
as follows: 

1st District^ — The counties of Barbour, Berkeley, Brooke, Cail- 
houn, Doddridge, Gilmer, Grant, Hampshire, Hancock, Hardy, 
Harrison, Jackson, Jefferson, Lewis, Marion, Marshall, Mineral, 
Monongalia, Morgan, Ohio, Pendleton, Pleasants, Preston, Ran- ' 
dolph, Ritchie, Roane Taylor, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur, Wetzel, 
Wirt and Wood. 

2nd District. — The counties of Boone, Braxton, Cabell, Cliay, 
Kanawha. Lincoln, Mason and Webster. 

3rd District — The counties of Fayette, Greenbrier, Logan, Mc- 
Dowell, Mercer, Monroe, Nicl^olas, Pocahontas, Putnam, Ra- 
leigh, Summers, Wayne and Wyoming. 

Following the requirements of the mine law which went into 
effect May the 18th, 1897, the Governor, G. W. Atkinson, and 
the Chief Mine Inspector, Jas. W. Paul, divided the State into 
four mining districts to be composed of the following named 
counties, respectively: 

1st District, — Barbour, Berkeley, Brooke, Doddridge, Grant, 
Hardy, Hampshire, Harrison, Hancock", Jefferson, Lewis, Mar- 
shall, Marion, Mineral, Monongalia, Morgan, Ohio, Preston, 
Pendleton, Randolph, Taylor, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur and Wetzel. 

2nd District, — Braxton, Calhoun, Cabell, Clay, Gilmer, Jack- 
son, Mason, Pleasants, Putnam, Ritchie, Foane, Wayne, Wirt, 
Wo.od, and all that part of Kanawha County on both sides of the 
Kanawha River west of Coal burg, including the mines in the 
Cabin Creek valley and all other mines within one mile east of 
Coalburg. 

3rd District. — Fayette, Greenbrier, Monroe, Nicholas, Poca- 
hontas, Raleigh, Summers, Webster and all that part of Ka- 
nawha County on both sides of the Kanawha River east of Coal- 
burg, but not including any mine within one mile of Coalburg. 
, Ji^th District' — Boone, Lincoln, Logan, McDowell, Mercer, Mingo 
and Wyoming. 
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PAST AND PRESENT MINE INSPECTORS. 

To the present date there have been twelve different Mine In- 
spectors and one Chief Mine Inspector appointed bv the different 
Governors of this State. 

The following table gives the names of the inspectors, counties 
from which appointed, the name of the Governor by whom ap- 
pointed, the dates on which services began, the dates to which 
each served and the Act of the Legislature under which appoint- 
ments were made: 
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ANNUAL REPORT. 



Hon. G. W. Atkinson, Oovernor of West Virginia: 

Dear Sir: — 

Id compliance with the statutes relative to mines and mining I 
have the honor to submit a record of the official conduct of the 
State mine inspectors for the year ending June the 80th, 1897. 

The statistical information conlr.ined herein is given for the 
fiscal year ending June the 30th, and the record of the inspec- 
tions made is given for the fiscal year ending July 81st for reas- 
ons enumerated later in this report. 

On May the 18th, 1897, the department of mine inspection in 
the State of West Virginia was taken charge of by the writer and 
his four assistant State mine inspectors. 

There being no predecessor for the Chief Mine Inspector to fol- 
low, and no trace of any records in this department, other than 
accident reports and maps of mines, which the retiring mine in- 
spectors surrendered to their successors, it was necessary that 
some plan of organization be adopted for the systematic work 
essential to the duties imposed upon the Chief and his corps of 
inspectors. 

To this end suitable field and office record books were designed 
and gotten up in substantial forms, and report blanks wore fur- 
nished the inspectors upon which to make monthly returns to 
this office. 

The operators of coal mines throughout the State were fur- 
nished blank forms upon which to report all serious and fatal ac- 
cidents occurring in and about the mines. 

The Legislature having provided no headquarters for the Chief 
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Mine iDspector it w^s an opportune time for His Excellency, the 
Governor, G. W. Atkinson, to meet the exigency and to provide 
a suitable place for the department of mines and mining, which 
he did by suitably refitting and furnishing a suite of rooms on 
the ground floor in the State House. 

Apparatus for the meafeuring and testing air in mines have 
been provided each of the mine inspectors. 

It is to be much regretted that there are no records of the offi- 
cial acts of the retiring inspectors to which access can be haiin 
compiling this annual report. The retiring inspectors were im- 
portuned to furnish a memorandum of their inspections of mines, 
but with no avail. This, therefore, prevents any report being 
made upon the condition of the mines at the times they were in- 
spected during the ten and one-half (10^) months ending May the 
18th, 1897. ' 

To issue this report for the year ending June the 30th would 
confine the body of this report to the work done by the new corps 
of inspectors for a period of forty-three (43) days only. This 
would restrict the scope over which such a report is intended to 
cover. 

Instead of this report covering a record of inspections made 
for the year ending June the 30th it will be made for the year 
ending July the 31st (in so far as a record r^f the inspection of 
mines is concerned) in order that some note might be made of 
each mine in the State. 

All of the mines in the State could not be properly inspected 
in the course of forty-three (43) days, especially when some were 
temporarily idle upon the day the inspector appeared to make an 
examination. 

The best time to inspect a mine is when it is in operation, for 
then is the time when the conditions should be favorable to the 
health and safety of the men employed inside of the mine. A 
number of mines were found idle on the days they were visited 
and this necessitated a return of the inspector. 

In order to maintain uniformity in the reports upon the pro- 
ductions of coal and coke and other statistical information, the 
tables given herein are for the fiscal year ending June the 30th, 
1897. 

LEGISLATION. 

The need oi further legislation upon Mines and Mining will not 
be discussed in this report, since it will be ample time to present 
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such suggestions and recommendations as are needed in the next 
annual report^ which will be prepared in time to be included with 
the documents which the Governor submits with his message to 
the Legislature at its next regular session. 

MINING LAW. 

f 

As a part of this report is submitted all the mining law which 
is in force to date. A full conte t of the same will be found a 
the end of this report. 

It is a matter of much importance that the Mining Law be 
printed in a foim suitable for easy and ready reference, and to 
make it a part of this report will meet that end. 

OBSERVANCE OF THE LAW. 

The law is not wholly ignored in any part of the State, but 
there is a lack of familiarity with it? context which is very ap- 
parent when some important section of it is being flagrantly vio- 
lated. This lack of knowledge is very manifest among some 
mine foremen and also among the miners and underground em- 
ployes for whose safety the greater part of our Mine Law was en- 
acted. 

There are duties which both the operator and the miner have 
to perform and the only way they can learn their duties to the 
State and to each other will be for them to consult and study the 
law. 

Section 10 of the law is the bone of contention at a great many 
mines. Jt provides that '/as the working places shall advance, 
break-throughs for air shall be made in the pillars, or brattices 
shall be used, so as to keep such working places well and properly 
ventilated.'''^ 

In a great many mines the rooms are driven long distances 
without break-throughs for the proper ventilation of the working 
faces. This is due principally to the method which is in use in 
payment for the work which is necessary in making the break- 
throughs. The miners claim that they do not get the regulation 
price for the coal removed from the break-throughs, and that it 
is false economy to drim a break-through when better money can 
be had by working at the face of the room. 

On the other hand the operators claim that they cannot well 
afford to pay the price paid for narrow work for the driving of 
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the break-throughs, and some put up the cry that the miner will 
drive a break-through when he finds himself weakening through 
the want of good air. 

The mine law does not specify what the distance shall be be- 
tween the break-throughs, and it is well that it does not name 
an unconditional distance, since the conditions throughout the 
^tate are so very difi'erent. 

Unless section 10 of the law is more closely complied with it is 
most probable that such legislation will be recommended as will 
remedy the evils mentioned above. 

In some parts of the State the operators fail to comply with 
the law in regard to reporting accidents at the times of their oc- 
currence. It appeas that it has been customary with some oper- 
ators to make no report of accidents until the end of the year. 
This practice was found to be more prevalent in the Kanawha and 
New River and Pocahontas sections than in the northern part of 
the State. 

The law requires that a report be made to the inspector of the 
district immediately after the occurrence of an accident. This 
provision of the law will be enforced during the incumbency of 
the present force of inspectors. 
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SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF 
MINE INSPECTOR OF THE STATE OF WEST VIR- 
GINIA FOR THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 80th, 1897. 

Number of counties in which coal is mined on a 

commercial scale 20 

Number of firms operating coal mines on a commer- 
cial scale 215 

Number of openings of all kinds subject to the min- 
ing law 880 

Number of tons (2,240 lbs) pick mined coal from 

commercial mines 10,971,482 

Number of tons (2,240 lbs. ) machine mined coal 

from commercial mines 600,418 

Total number of tons of coal from commercial mines 11,571,900 

Estimated tons of coal from small mines 188,929 

Total number of tons of coal from all mines (2,240 

lbs) 11,705,829 

Number of tons of coal converted into coke (2,240 

lbs) 2,090,804 

Number of tons of coke manufactured (2,000 lbs). . 1,874,497 

Total value of coal at the mines $8,229,198.00 

Total value of coke at the ovens $1,718,121.25 

Value of a ton of coal at the mines(2,240 lbs) 70..8 cts 

Value of a ton of coke at the ovens (2,000 lbs) $1.25 

Number of mining machines in use 55 

Number of coke ovens in use 8,046 

Number of days the' mines were in operation 197 

Number of days the ovens were in operation 208 

Number of pick miners employed in commercial 

mines 18,218 

Number of machine operators and miners employed 

in commercial coal mines 652 

Number of other underground employes in commer- 
cial coal mine 8, 199 

Number of outside employes connected with the com- 
mercial coal mines 2,047 

Number of coke employes 2,806 

Total number of men employed at the commercial 

mines and ovens 21,422 
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Number of men killed 62 

Number of men injured non-fatally 167 

Number of men employed for each man killed . . . 846 

Number pf men employed for each man injured .... 128 
Tons of coal mined in commercial mines for each 

fatality. . . .' 186,648 

Tons of coal mined in commercial mines for eich 

non-fataltiy 69,292 

Number of wives left widows 18 

Number of children left fatherless 49 

Acres of coal worked out 1,788.9 

Number of tons of coal produced (in commercial 
mines) per miner, pick and machine miners and 

ruLners included 884 

Average earnings of each miner per year $276.89 

Average earnings of each miner per month $28.07 

Average price per ton of 2,240 lbs received for min- 
ing 83.2 eta 
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The following Table Exhibits a Comparative Statement and 
Summary of the Annual Reports for 1896 and 1897: 



Number of counties In which coal Is mined on a 

commercial scale 

Number of flcms operating coal mines •n a com- 
mercial scale 

Number of openings of all kinds subject to the 

mlninf? law - 

Number of tons ('J.240lb}.) pick mined coal from 

commercial mines- 

Number of tons (3.240 lbs ) machine mined oal 

from commercial mines 

Total number of tons of coal from commercial 

mines (2 240 lbs) 

Xstlmated tens of coal from small mines (2,2i0 

lbs) 

Total number of tuns of coal from all mines (2,240 

Ib«) 

Number of tons of coal converted into coke (2,210 

lbs ) : 

Number of tons of coke manufactured (2,000 lbs.) 

Total ralueofcoal at th« mines 

Total ralue of coke at the ovens 

Value of a ton of coal at the mines (2.210 lbs) 

Value of a ton of coke at the ovens (2,000 lbs) 

Number of mining machine^- in use 

Number of coke ovens in use 

Number of day^ the mines were in operation 

Number of days the ovens were in operation 

Number of pick miners employed in commercial 

coalmines 

Ifnmber of machine operators and miners em 

ployed in commercial coal mines 

Number of underground employes in commercial 

coal mines 

Number of outside employes connected with the 

commercial coal mines 

Number of coke employes 

Total number of men employed at the commercial 

mines and ovens. 

Number of men killed 

Number of men injured non-fatally 

Numbei of men employed for each man killed .... 
Number of men employed for each man injured- 
Tons of coal mined in commercial mines for each 

fatality 

Tons of coal mined in commercial mines for each 

non-fatality 

Number of wives left widows 

Number of children left fatherless 

Acres of coal worked out 

Number of tons of coal produced (in commercial 

mines) per miner, pick and machine miners 

and runners included 

Arerasre earnings of each miner per year 

Average earnings of each miner per month. 

Average price p»r ton ol 2,240 lbs. received for 

mining (cents) 



For the 

Year End 

ing June 

80th, 1897. 



20 

215 

350 

10.971,482 

000,418 

11,571,900 

138,929 

11,705,829 

2.090,301 

1,374. 4 '.♦7 

$8,229.198 00 

=fl,718,121.25 

70.3 cts 

$1 25 

55 
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. 13,218 

652 

3,199 
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Decrease 

of 1897 
Under 1896. 



365,568 



856,639 



220,194 
$554,278.70 
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Table Showing Productious of Coal and Coke in West Virginia 
for the Calendar Years 1888 to 1887, inclusive. Taken from . 
the Records of the Mine Inspectors' Reports. 
(Coal in tons of 2,240 lbs. Coke in tons of 2,000 lbs.) 



Years. 




1888. 
1884* 

1885 . 

1886 . 
1887t 



2,805,565 

8,000,000 

8,008,091 

8,218,098! 

4,087,0891 



190,889 
182,000 
187,619 
228, 628 
481,477 



*Esti mated. 

s 

tThe coal and coke for the first mining district is here considered 
the same as the production for the fiscal year ending June the 30th, 
1888. No record was made of the production for the first six months of 
1887 in the first mining district. 



In 1888 the statistical reports were made to cover the fiscal 
year ending June the 80th. The following table exhibits the pro- 
ductions of coal and coke for the fiscal years ending on June the 
80th, from 1888 to 1897, inclusive: 



1888 . 

1889 . 
1890* 

1891 . 

1892 . 
1898 . 

1894 . 

1895 . 

1896 . 

1897 . 



Years. 



Coal in Tons of 
2,240 LBS. 



4,799,611 
4,668,857 
5,648,946 
7,281,427 
7,777,570 
9,758,991 
9,427,028 
9,878,099 
12,062,468 
11,705,829 



Coke in Tons 

OF 2,000 LBS. 



517,817 
860,716 
892,490 
1,208,418 
1,883,439 
1,090,909 
1,067,156 
1,204,657 
1,594,691 
1,874,497 



*b\)r some unaccountablo reason tliere was no report submitted for 
the first mining district for the year 1890. The output for this year has 
been taken from the U. S. Ueolooical rej^ort on tlie "Production of 
Coal and Coke." 



Inspector of Mines. 
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Since 1887 the coal and coke statistics have been given for the 
fiscal years ending June 80th. 

Table Showing the coal production Ijy Counties since 1887. 

(Expressed in tons of 2,!240 lbs.) 



Counties. . 



Brooke 

Harrison'. . . 
Marshall . . . 

Marion 

Monongalia 
Mineral . . . . 

Ohio 

Preston 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Mason 

Mercer 

McDowell . . 
Fayette. . . . 
Kanawha. . . 

Wayne 

Putnam . . . 

Totals . . . 



1888 



17,108 

118,080 

59,171^ 

L>r)8,r)7r> 



4()8,(318 

187,()78 

147,290 

(3(),489 

48,25() 

85,870 

702, ()45 



1,522,420 
982,810 



185, 100 



1889 



19,208 
111,440 

84,(50(3 
245,899 
(5,850 
458,865 
159,(5(>4 
184,925 
177,^)01 

79,(547 
126,797 
744,808 
245, 760 
989,276 
976,896 



4,799,611 



107,825 



4,()68,857 



1890* 



82,857 
12<S/.K)4 
110,418 
40(3,900 

28,000 
512,217 

92,487 
159,820 

()8,408 
219,087 
129,744 
744,408 
5ai, 222 
1,802,855 
1,021,885 



188,184 



5,(348,94() 



1891 



1892 



88,999 

118,268 

118,242 

722,594 

4(), 100 

(528,067 

80, 78S 

lU,4iu 

88,851 

189,050 

11(3,598 

1,210,728 

704,871 

1.787,(517 

1,209,886 



15(5,856 



85,046 

142,960 

1(56,898 

908,89(5 

70,CK32 

478,862 

82,584 

82,089 

74,000 

896, 820 

128,828 

1,175,141 

1,100,882 

1,5(54,579 

1,175,871 

55,920 

154,(592 



7,281,427 7,777,570 



♦TJie figures showing the productions for the counties of Brooke, 
Harrison, Marshall, Marion, Monongalia, Mineral, Ohio, Preston, Tay- 
lor, Tucker, Mason and Putnam, for 1H\K) have been taken from the 
U. S. Geological statistical report upon the ''Production of Coal." No 
repprt was made by the inspector of mines for the first district for 1890. 
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Table Showing the Coal Production by Counties since 1887 — Con- 
tinued. [For fiscal Years ending June 80th.] (Expressed in 
tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



Counties. 



a 



Barbour. . 
Brooke. . . 
Hancock . 
Harrison . 
Marshall . 
Marion . .. 
Monongali 
Mineral 
Mingo . . 
Logan 
Ohio. . . 
Preston 
Raleigh 
Randolph 
' Taylor. . 
Tucker. . 
Mason . . 
Mercer . 
McDowell 
Fayette 
Kanawha 
Wayne . 
Putnam. 
Small mines 

Totals 



1893 



29,375 



248,099 

110,530 

958,290 

97,905 

557,488 



48,()81 
105, ()18 



937 

68,028 

538,950 

141,101 

1,196,574 

1,876,838 

2,350,250 

1,210,749 

21,839 

197,733 



9,758,991 



1894 



7,786 
82,445 



275,297 

84,037 

1,186,542 

62, 1 25 

489, 808 



52,673 
49,821 
39,986 
48,865 



72,229 

413,805 

92,764 

886,942 

2,840,581 

1,195,102 

1,148,626 

40,720 

148,474 



9,427,028 



1895 



50,018 



204,442 

137,762 

1,198,836 

47,(553 

614,780 

\ 95,279 

/ 40,610 

88,691 

52,885 

84, 762 



189() 



49,628 



( 



155,772 
148,128 
1,219,017 
52,080 
554,492 
111,800 



122,106 

116,361 

89,279 



86,586 

316,345 

171,074 

865,379 

2,440,551 

2,162,090: 

1,078,253 

21,101 

1.22,057 



9,878,099 



43,469 

528,624 

101,448 

1,808,417 

2,886,013 

3,258,547 

1,088,737 

2,000 

161,555 

125,000 



12,062,468 



1897 



81,658 

42, 198 

88,888 

221,249 

162,896 

1,868,682 

81,288 

537,169 

267, 789 



95,578 

120,211 

68,701 



178,897 

647,666 

111,585 

878,800 

2,617,917 

2,998,061 

1,042,745 

181,522 
138,929 



11,705,829 



\ 
! 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE. 

1896-97. 

The total productions of coal and coke in the State for the year 
ending June 80th, 1897, were, coal ll,705,8f^9 tons of 2,240 lbs., 
and of coke 1,874,497 tons of 2,000 lbs. 

The productions for the previous year were, coal 12,062,468 
tons, and coke 1,594,691 tons, which shows that the productions 
for the fiscal year ending in 1897, have fallen below the produc- 
tions for the fiscal year ending in 1896, to the extent of 856,689 
tons of coal and 220, 194 tons of coke. 

The valuation in both coal and coke has been reduced duping 
the past year; coal selling for 2.5 cents less per ton and coke sell- 
ing iPor 10 cents less per ton. The reports show that there were 
less men employed during 1896-7 than during 1895-6 by 2,805. 

The number of days the mines were operated during 1895-6 were 
one less than during 1896. 

The general financial depression whi^h has been so manifest 
during the past three years has had little effect in curtailing the 
production of coal and coke in this State, as will be observed in 
a study of the table showing the production for a number of 
years. 

It is most probable, though, that our productions would have 
been greater had it not been for the stagnation in the trade of the 
industries which require fuel for the prosecution of their work of 
aianufacturing. 



Each county is here taken up and the production of coal and 
coke is stated for each six months from the first of July, 1896, to 
the 80th of June, 1897, giving the productions for the fiscal year 
ending June 80th. 

Following the statement of the productions will be found com- 
ments upon the character of the ooal mined, the purpose for 
which the coal and coke are used and such other information as 
is deemed of importance to the enquiring public mmd. 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL IX BARBOUR COUNTY, 



(Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



Name of Mine. 



lst() Months. 2(1 Months. 



Junior 
Hall 



9,159 
2,580 



10,956 
2,968 



Totals 



11,789 



19,919 



Total for the 
Year. 



20,115 
5,548 

81,658 



This county has ncjt, as yet. gained much prominence as a coal 
producing county, although it harf been known for years that a 
good quality of coal is present in large quantities which is suita- 
ble for steam and coking purposes. Th<^ coal mined at the two 
collieries operated is used principally for steam generation and to 
supply the local consumption. The Roaring Creek coal field 
(Freeport coals) is a promising field and the present barrier to 
its development seems to lie in the cost of getting the product to 
the markets. 



PRODl'CTION OF COAL IN BROOKE COUNTY. 

(Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



Name of Mine. 


1st 6 Months. 


2d Months 


Total for the 
Year. 


Blanche 

Gilchrist 

Wellsburg 


10,714 
9,048 
4,591 


4,018 
8,00() 
4,020 


14,782 

1 8, 249 
9,217 


Totals 


24.948 


1 7, 250 


42,198 



Tlie coal mined in this county is sold principally in the local 
markets and for sui)plying the factories and mills in the panhan- 
dle counties. Some of the coal is marketed to points down the 
Ohio River by floating the product in barges. 

The coals are the Pittsburg or No. 8 and No. 7. 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL IN HARRISON COUNTY. 

(Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



Name of Miue. 



Entirprise 

Coulson 

Mt. Clare, Nos. 2 and 8 

Howard 

PinnickinDick No. 1.. . . 

Farnum No. 4 

Fail Run No. 2 

Despard 

Briar Hill 



1st Months. 



Totals 



10,714 
28,885 
40,000 
15,000 
7,144 
19,027 
10,882 



181,152 



2d Months. 



581 

2,078 

10,714 

27, 792 

82,000 

2,500 

50 

5,686 

8,796 



Total for the 
Year. 



90,097 



581 
2,078 
21,428 
56,177 
72,000 
17,500 
7,194 
24,668 
19,678 



221,249 



The coal from this county all comes from the Pittsburg bed 
and is sold in the general markets. The coal is a good gas pro- 
ducer and has supplied the gas retorts in many of the cities in 
the east and southwest. The coal is also used for the generation 
of steam and makes a good quality of coke. 

The fine coal is used for coking when the coke ovens are in use, 
but during the past year no coke has been produced in this coun- 
ty, owing to the small demand for coke and the increased demand 
for the small size coal. 

PRODUCTION OF COAL IN HANCOCK COUNTY. 

(Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



Name of Mine. 


1st 6 Months. 


2d 6 Months. 


Total for the 
Year. 


Sligo 

Marquet 


12,197 
7,488 


8,928 
5.285 

14,158 


21,120 
12,718 


Totals 


19,680 


88,888 



This is the first time this county has been given space in the 
Mine Inspector's report. The Marquet mine was opened in 1847 
and the Sligo mine in 1894. 

The output of these mines is used at the brick and terra cotta 
factories at New Cumberland and in the local markets for domes- 
tic fuel. 
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PR(JDUCTrON OF COAL AND COKE IX MAREON COTNTY 



Coal i tons of 2,-JW Ibt?. » Coke ( ions of 2J h» lbs) 



Name of Mi>'e. 



15,^4:^ 






J 1. -J I hi 



Paldtiiie. 

Aurora 

Kiiii^ 

Pri**har<i. 
Chiet'ton . 

Mocrjogah yo.'2 ,.. ^-,. 

:^ an(f 4 * U-J,717 

Gaston . . '^♦>.»*»07 

West Fairmont • 

Shaft . . . 
y^w England 
Mo r. tan a 
Mas^jn . 
Central 



To, liT.i 
H)4.41>| 



1 4, 04" 

:i.:Ui> 

::7JnN 

4l,8o4 

'.»,7oi^ 
4v»/.M» 
47, ^< )o 
'2 4. :^:^< > 
4>.^'.' 

on.l'ol 

^i>. 4:: ! 
ie.77«*. 

1 Kj:;:^ 



:u\ 41 M » 

4i>, 4*^ » 
^:i.7Hi» 
:U».»Uo 

I4i>,47> 

ryj,i>o4| 

UKo*)*)! 

I 

p.>7. r.»4 

- » I . i")» l' '• 



1.47 



.\»vj7 
4j>7 

I*.. ^^7-' 



X 

• 


• 
• 


• • • 


• 


• 

7. 1's^ 


>.7rM 


• 


i8,ii>i 


4U17> 


41, ITS 


7.:^t>i 


Ui05> 


4,:^i:) 


9,00i> 


.\Nn^l 


u^/jh:^ 


1 '\ ^7^ 


:^i>,5ll 


r^jiiH) 


10.475 

• • 



Total* . . . 7 ♦0.^77 
♦Mairhine niiiied «*ojil. 



oi)i>,s)rj. i,i^r.s,tv>si>: 4:^. 4:>2> u>,r>io"i4±<)4:5 



Mari-;n is the Ijanij-r ("oni prndinMnjj ctjrnty in th*^ northern 
part 'jf the State and i^a >poond in p«nnt «U" pr"duction of coke, 
Tii'^ker '!onnty •-x^ppdino: in the produ«*tL'>n i^f ooke. 

This* is th»- principal ooal prf.nlmMn:^ oviinty in the upper end 
«;r* the State and i:^ <iestir»-^d tn Ije the I«-^adini: ».'nal ti^ld of the 
State. All the «*«):il niinnd in ^^ari'ln ooni-s t'DiUi tht^ Pittsburi; 
l.-ed, whi-'h i.<* vt^ry r.-gular in thickness antl "f unit»»rm purity. 
Being a gu«id steani. ^a.s and ^^.k*-* i>r<)dui*er it ^*)>-< to mauy 
niark«-t.-. Th*- ^-hipninnts tn th^ Lakf d'»«'ks rak-' a largfr^ portion 
'■>t' thir pr';du«'t hesid»*s rhr- ri«lHwat«*r and inhir^l <lHliverie« to the 
eai-tern, western and north wpstt-rn marl«t r> tak*^ a hirir«' portion 
of thf- produ<!t. The •!nke i.^ us?«-mI for fuel and Hja^t furnace por- 
•^,s and 9«)me grades are used in cupola furnaoHg. 
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The increasing dc^mand tor small size and for the riin-of-mine 
coal has in a very large, measure curtailed the manufacture ' of 
coke in this county. 

PKODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN MONONGALIA 

COUNTY. 





Coal (tonsof 2,2401bs.) 


Coke (tons of 2, 000 lbs) 


Name of Mine. 


en 

o 

s 

►— < 

CD 

■ 

ICOOS 
11,085 


N3 

a. 

o 

o 

crt- 
m 

• 

4,2(K) 


* 
Total for Year 


13 

a 
o 

> ■ 1 

<-^ 

OD 

• 


2d G Months. ' 


o 

eri- 

o 


Opekiska 

Beechwood .... 


1(),(X)3 
15,285 




294 
294 


2,484 


2, 778 


Totals 


27,088 


4, 200 


81,288 


2,484 


2.778 



The coal mined comes from the Pittsburg bed, which is the 
continuation of the Marion county field. The coal mair.cains the 
characteristics which are so pronounced in Marion county. 

The coal finds a sale in .the general markets east and west. 
The coke is a smajl factor in this county's product. 



PKODUCTION OF COAL IN MARSHALL COUNTY. 

(Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



Name of Mine. 


Istf) Months. 


2d () Months. 


Total for the 
Year. 


Glendale 

Bo22s Run 


88,529 

20,944 

20,228 

175 

9,098 


87,554 

15,027 

18,529 

125 

7,187 


• 

7(),088 
i55.971 


Moundsvill-e Shaft 

Schad 


33; 757 
800 


Ben wood Drift 


10,285 


Totals . . -. 


88,974 


78,422 


162.890 
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All coal mined in this county is from the Pittsburg bed. The 
coal is much harder than it is in the Marion county field and is 
more difficult to win. 

The coal is very gaseous and yields a high percentage of vola- 
tile matter. The sulphur runs high compared with some of the 
better qualities of coal mined in the State. 

/ The coal is a good steam generator, fox which purpose it is 
mostly used by railroad locomotives and in the iron and steel 
mills at Wheeling and Benwood. 

This coal has never been successfully coked .to any extent in 
this county. The collieries find a ready sale for the fine coal, 
and to utilize lump coal for th(' purpose of making coke it would 
result in a loss to the operators. Besides, the percentage of sul- 
phur would bar the coke from the furnace markets. 

There are no coke ovens in this county. The MoundsvilleCoal 
Go. constructed several ovens some years since, but these have 
been abandoned and demolished. 



PRODUCTION OF COAL IN OHIO COUNTY. 



(Tons of 2,M) lbs.) 



Name of Mine. 



Elm Grove Shaft 

Richland 

VVhitaker & Manchester 

La Belle 

Yochum 

Riverside 

Dougherty " * 

Totals 



1st Months. 



15,887 
•9,718 
(>,800 
:^,901 
*4,0CK) 
4,()9() 
:>,580 




4(),58:> 



1(),205 
15,^^71) 
4, 724 
H,488 
4,()00 
5,255 



Total for the 
Year. 



48,1HK) 



82,092 
25,097 
11,524 
(),884 
8,000 
9,951 
2,580 



95,578 



*Estimated. 

The coal mined in Ohio county is obtained from the Pittsburg 
bed. The coal is similar to the same bed in Marshall county and 
is consumed at the various industrial establishments in and about 
Wheeling and by the locomotive and domestic trade. 

No coke is manufactured in Ohio county on a commercial 
scale, the only coke made being the by product of the gas retorts. 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN PRESTON COUNTY. 





COAI 


(Ions of : 


:,240 lbs.) 


Coke (tons of 2,(X)0 lbs) 




^^ 


t<. 


H 


— ^ 


rsi< 


h^ 




OQ 


CL 


o 


OQ 


CL 


^ 

o 


Name of Mine. 




Ci 






C^ 


P 




S 


g 






t— 1 






o 


o 




o 


o 










1-^ 




1— ' 


K* 






tr 


n^ 


L> 


tr 


— \ 




aj 


03 


P5 


CD 


m 


P 




• 


• 

21,715 


t-t 


• 

5,872 


• 


!-< 


Austin 


10, liO 


81,885 


18,585 


I'J,407 


Oakland 


7,888 


5,888 


18,()7() 


H)0 




160 


Tunnelton . ' ' ■ 


87,800 


85,400 


78,200 








West End 


1,500 
57,258 


()29,581 


1,5(X) 
1 










(),082 


18,585 




Totals 


120,211 


11), 507 



All the coal mined in this county by commercial mines comes 
from the Upper Freeport bed. Locally, this coal is known as the 
'^Austin Vein.'' A large percentage of this coal is converted into 
coke at the Austin Coke Works. 

The coal is used largely for locomotive fuel and in supplying 
the local trade. 

The Freeport coal is admirably adapted to the manufacture of 
coke in all parts cf th<> upper end of the State, where it has been 
exploited. 

PRODUCTION OF COAL IN TAYLOR COUNTY. 



Name of Mine. 



Fahev 

Flemington 
Tyrconnell. 
Foster .... 
Gates No. 1 

Totals . . 



(Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



1st Months. 



27,128 

58,720 

(),n() 



2d () iVIonths. 



0,08r) 



101,881) 



4,U1)8 

55, 02( ) 

10,570 

1,41)1 

1,421) 



7(),5<^8 



Total for the 
Year. 



82,121 

118,740 

1H,1)80 

4,401 

11,0(>) 



178,807 



The Pittsburg bed furnishes all the coal mined in this county. 
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The coal is gas, steam and coking, and is used principally for the 
first two purposes in the eastern cities — Philadelphia and Balti- 
more. 

Formerly coke was made at the Tyrconnell mines, but the in- 
dustry has of late been abandoned. 



PRODUCTION OF COAL IN MINERAL COUNTY. 

(Tonsof i>,240 1bs.) 



Name of Mine. 



Windom 

Hampshire 

Warnock 

Elk Garden No. 6 
Elk Garden No. 7 

Totals 



lst() Months. 



lM () Months. 



Total for the 
Year. 



25,814 
88,984 

198,840 
20, (KK) 



282,204 



41,102 

29,098 

8,970 

170,800 

10,000 



254,9()5 



06,410 
08,077 
18,080 
8(>4,04() 
80,000 



587,109 



In this county the Pittsburg coal reaches its finest development 
of any place in the State. 

There is no other coal bed in the State that has such a great 
thickness with so few impurities as this coal in Mineral county. 
It is very uniform in thickness and averages over 12 feet. It is a sad 
thought to know that this coal is nearing exhaustion, there being 
a very limited area of this bed, which will soon disappear with 
the stroke of the miner's pick. A notable feature in this county 
is that there are five different beds of coal which are being mined 
in one mountain. These coals are 8 ft., 4 ft., 5 ft., 18 ft. and 
ft., respectivley. All of the coals are especially adapted for 
steam generation. The () ft. l)ed is a gas coal, but it is generally 
mixed with the other coals and is used for the same purpose as 
the other coals. The coals from Mineral have a very wide mar- 
^ ket in the eastern States and to tidewater points. 

Of the coals in this county the (> ft. and 18 in. beds are the 
only ones which are on the verge of exhaustion, but these will 
last for several years if continuously mined at the present rate. 

No coke is manufactured in this county. 



Inspector of Mines. 



29 



PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN TUCKER COUNTY. 



Name OF Mine. 



Douglas 

Coketon No. 2.. 
Coketon No. 8.. 
Thomas Drift 

^1 \.'» I..... .... 

Thomas Drift 

No. 2 

Thomas Shaft . . 

Totals. 



Coal (tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



00 



O 



a- 

o 

tr 



58,988 '45,770 



-82,741 

78,484 

*92,177 

878 
42,()87 



i>L\ 7()8 
117,218 

1()8,7(K) 

7,470 
50,829 



o 



CD 

P 



800,405 847,2()1 



99, 758 

55,509 

195,702 

195,888 

7, 848 
92,9(5() 



()47,()6() 



Coke (tons of 2,000 lbs) 



m 
O 



15,015 
14,()()2 
87, 181 

5,014 



a. 



o 

3 



OD 



17,950 

7,978 

57,701 

4, 84() 



71,872 87,970159,842 



o 

o 



CD 



82,905 
22,685 

94,882 

9,8()() 



*A portion of this coal is mined by machines but no report was given 
as to the percentage of machine mined coal. 

Tucker county has become one* of the most important factors 
in the production of coal and coke in the northern half of the 
State. Of "the producing counties it stands fifth in tho State in 
point of coal production, and third in point of coke production. 

The coal is minod from the Kittanning (Davis) aiid Upp(?r Free- 
port beds. 

The Kittanning coal is a good coking and smithing coal and 
under the latter name is very widely known. This smithing coal 
is shipped to all States in the Union and is marketed in States 
which are well known as coal producers. 

The greater portion of the coke made in this county is manu- 
factured from this Kittanning coal. 

The Upper Freeport coal is also a coke producer, but it is more 
largely used for locomotive fuel and the generation of steam at 
mills 'and factories. 

The coke made in this county is especially adapted for cupola 
furnaces for which purpos(»s it is largely used in the eastern and 
New England States. 

This coke is also shipp(.*d to Mexico, where it is used in the 
smelting furnaces. 
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A greater numlier of improvemeDts have i«een made in this 
county during th- past y»-ar than in any oth-r «»unty in the Hrst 
mining; district for the same i>^riod. 

PRODrCTIOX OF COAL IN MASON COUNT Y. 



Name of Mine. 



f 



1st ») Month-. '2i\ Months. 



Hartford .... 

Camden 

Hope 

Juhlino: 

New Haven. 

7 Small Mines 

Totals 



/ 



Total for tht^ 
Year. 



- '272 



ln.714 
*1.7SN> 

:U.4o7 
'X2'io 



l\. 4IV4 
• K7:?n 



-^l».8l-') 



1.4IW 
:r2. 2'2i I 



.s.97r> 

8.4134 
11,5l>4 
lO,714 

8. 724 
r)l),4lO 

6,748 



111,585 



♦Machine mined coal. 

The coal min^il in this county comes from the Pittsburg hed and 
is used principally for local consumption :»t salt works, brick 
plants and for locomotive fu^l. Som*^ of the product is marketed 
to points down th^^ Ohio river, the roal heing trans|Kirted in coal 
barges. 

PRODLXTION OF COAL IN PUTNAM COUNTY. 

(Tons of 2r240 lU. ) 



Name of Mine. 



1st <) Months. 2d i\ Months. 



Total for the 
Y^ear.- 



Florence . . 
Bancroft. . 
Plvmouth 



57.7<xN 

r>.i>5«»; 

10.<)S4' 



Totals 



'r2, 14H 
4.774 



1(K),914 

5,851) 

15,758 



74.()(VJ 



57, 5i>< » 



181,5l>l> 



The Pittsburg bed furnishes the coal mined in this county, and 
the character of the bed is different from the coal taken" from 
this deposit in the northern counties of the State. Here the coal 
is a decided splint and comes out in blocks. It is a most excel- 
lent gas producer and a steam generator and is used largely for 
domestic purposes. 

Cincinnati and other southern points consume the largest por- 
tion of the coal, from this county, which is shipped by river. 



Inspector of Mines. 
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PKODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN KANAWHA 

COUNTY. 



Name of Mine. 



St. Marys 

Graham 

Elk River 

Falling Rock . . . 

Campbells creek 

No. 1 



Coat, (tons of2,24() lbs.) 



I 



O 

c 

s 

eri- 



Spring Fork 

Maiden 

Peabody 

Coalburg. 
Sonda. . . . 
Keystone . 

Acme .... 



\ 



800 
4,8(W 
1,019 

1,888 

21,489 
*5, 7()9 
JU,92() 



• • • • 



\ 

Winifrede(n'th) 

do (sHh) 

do 

(Wrightsville). 
Charlemore . . . . 
Lens Creek ... 
Big Black Band 
Kanawha 2 Mile 

Brabbin . 

Monarch 

Big Mountain 

No. 1 & 2 

Cannelton 

do No. 2 



157 

790 

15,894 

2(1,994 
4,627 

24,B88 

7,485 

4, nm 

25,886 
10,901 
^Machine mined coal. 



gas 



..*••. 



Thomas - Sholz 

(Ann.) 

Kastbank 

Belmont 

Kiverside 



82,442 
24, 1 1 () 
22, (K)7 
* 10, 881 
15,7<.)0 
50, 705 
87,84() 

584 






o 

QD 



4,868 

7f)8 

1,611 

28,515 
18,466 
20,888 
8,928 
1 8, 890 
27,807 
28,()96 
41,088 
12,562 
18,6()5 
25,921 
41,167 

720 

150 

6,0(.K) 

6,(X)0 

59 

1,(K)0 

18,6(>1 

19,885 
4,899 

MJU 

2, 687 

8,515 

28,258 

20, 742 



c 

a- 

t-ts 

o 

H> 
CD 

P 



8(X) 
8, 786 
1,812 
8,499 



45,(K)4 
19,285 
55,809 
8,928 
18,890 
59, 749 
47,812 
()8,040 
22,948 
29,455 
76,626 
129,018 



•1,254 

150 

1(),0(X) 

(),000 

216 

1,790 

29,558 



46,879 
9,026 



59.482 

10,122 
12,871 
48,589 
81,648 



Coke (tons of 2,000 lbs) 



QD 



o 

£3- 

QD 



5,078 



o 

a 

tr 

QD 



o 

a- 



CD 

P 



• • • • % 



• • • • 



15,059 



20,182 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN KANAWHA COUN- 
TY. —Continued. 



• 


Coal (tons of 2 


,240 lbs. ) 

• 

U,(HU 

ir),r)(M) 

1)2,818 
11,129 


? — 

Coke (tons of 2,000 lbs) 


Namk of Mine. 


o 

GD 

• 


It 

DO 

• 


QD 

• 


a. 
o 

• 


TotalforYear 


Mont^^omerv. . . 




1),(MU 

(3, 51 H ) 




Consolidated. . . 


1(),(HH) 








Chesapeake 

I^evvistion No. 2 


(5t),4r)7 

S, 272 

5^j)7r> 

17,4()8 
5r)4.<,H)7 


82jmi 
2,8o7 

i,:^82' 
1 1 , 8:-^2 
10,121): 

487,748' 








• • « • » • 1 . 


Mammoth 

Crown Hill .... 


J5.()7r); 

i8,8r)()| 

2( ). 2( H )' 
18,128' 

1 

1 








Staunton 








JMack Cat 










r),o7H 


UxOol) 




Totals 


l,()42,74;"Si 


20, 182 



Kanawha county is the third in point of coal production and 
furnishes a greater variety of coals than any other county in the 
State which has developed its coal resources (unless it be 
Fayc^tte). 

The coals mined in this county are classed as hard and soft 
coals. The hard coal includes the splint, and cannc^l and block 
coals, and the soft coal includes the steam, gas and coking coals, 
all of which have a prominent place in th(' markets. 

Certain qualities of Kanawha coal arc much sought after and 
find an easv sale in the southern markets. 

A great quantity of this coal finds its way to the southern mar- 
ket by river transportation. A talde given elsewhere shows the 
shipmcuit by water for a numlier of years. 

The Great Kanawha lliver will soon be locked to th(» Ohio 
River at Pt. Pleasant which will give a barge stage of water the 
entire year. It can be safely predictt^d that this condition will 
prove very beneficial to the river operators, since they will then 
be enabled to store the loaded coal barges at Pt. Pleasant during 
the low water stages in th<' Ohio River and when a coal boat 
depth is had in the Ohio, these tows can be gotten to the south- 
ern markets in advance of the Pittsl)urg and Monongahela River 
operators. Not only will the present river op(*rators be enal)led 
to run their mines more regularly, but the Kanawha River being 
dammed its entir<^ length will encoairage new developments along 
its course. See table of shipments by river from this field. 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN FAYETTE COUNTY. 





o„.m™..i.,i<.i»..iJ 


OKEltODSSOOOllM) 


NameopMinb. 


1 


•s. 
- 


■ s 


- 


1 
f 


i f 




■" 18.MB 

•ts 

11,118 
10'3«S 

Maw 

46.m 
as.4n 
iT.asB 

74,770 
14,01)0 

is 

]B.TW 
D.OHl 

iaa55 
2L,m 

SliOT 

"s 

1 

»6.0oi 
7,011 

188: 

9i.0»i 

lieoi 
so.aoo 

IS 

la.uoo 


■ii 

H*!l» 
SS.fi70 

win? 
ll,7« 

4'81 
42,12% 

Bsoia 

lD.12fl 

H2M 

M,f* 
106,887 
7.00. 

"l 3*1 

a ,884 

1 ,861 

1 ;8ii 

B^ 

Ba^BOi 

!i 

;b.4z 

I11,0M 
78^ 

7,00 

)•:«] 

18.1B 


!l,WO 
M.tlBH 

«4;6tl7 

ni.osi 
as.» 

M.lOl 
7^1 
fll.lOb 
«i,4BB 
33,086 

iK.on 
aaoo 

39,02] 
77.888 
1»44S 

<8,IBT 

if 

e3.'«i4 

si 

SOflOO 
BSIUOO 
Is'jKK 

i^m 
m.ooo 

S6,M1 
aw,(H3 


10,6S!6 
18! 780 

"S 

"Taw 
Wfih 


10£1B 

"7.7M 




Dlgby - 





»•. 5 and Enrek. { 




ISXK' 





^fcr=vvr::: :::,,: 


18.712 


Bfcr:=::.::::::::::::::::::: : ^ 

8t. CI«irH0fl.l*2 ; 




r.:S 

143SI 


'iaSoT 

81686 


Blmo 


■■s 






















H^=-r' ■:. ■ 








l',S« 

liVsiib 


afist 


1B.05T 




slsoo 












SarSSi::: ■:":::::::::::::::":::;::::: ■;■;::;:: 
iJS«ci.»=.:rr:=;:=.;: ;:::;;;:.:, 


19M 

""iffiB 












Ssr:::::::::r ; 








ii 


::::-::: 




^^^^=E== 


;:::::!!:: 












i,6aa,iB8 


1,488,60! 


a,BBs.oai 


199^88 


lSi(,T4( 


m,m 





•Hftobfne mlnnd coal. 

Payette county is the largest producer of coal and the aecoiid 
largest producer of coke in the State, beiDg surpassed id coke pro- 
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duction by McDowell county. A greater Dumber of soft coals are 
worked in this county than in any other county in the State. 

The different beds of coal in this county have not as yet all 
been definitely classed in their true geological position to the en- 
tire satisfaction to all persons who have examined and reported 
upon the coal formations contiguous to New and Kanawha Rivers 
and their triinitaries. However, suflBcient examination has been 
made to know that some beds are persistent in workable dimen- 
sions throughout the county and that others are frequently 
broken up into benches so thin as to make mining in them un- 
profitable. 

A singular fact to be o])served in many places throughout the 
county is that where two or more coals are being mined, and in 
the same mountain, one will show a minimum in thicl^ness and 
purity, in a vertical line above or below the point of greatest 
thickness in the other. 

The coals from the beds in this county are classed forcommer-- 
cial reasons into Hard and Soft. The soft including the steam 
and coking coals and the hard including the cannel, block, gas 
and splint coals. 

The product finds a ready market in the east and southwest. 
A very large part of the eastern .shipments goos to tidewater at 
Newport News, from which point it is distributed to the Atlan- 
tic coast cities. Cincinnati receives a large coneignment of joal 
from this county. 

The coke manufactured in this county is noted for its purity 
and physical structure and is used largely for blast and cupola 
furnace practice both in the eastern States and in the west. 

PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN RALEIGH COUNTY. 





Coal (tons of 2,240 lbs.) 


Coke (toDs of 2,000 lbs) 


^S^AMK OF Mine. 


OD 




o 

SO 


m 
a- 

Gi 




Tota 




O 


o 


O 


O 


O 


O 




b 




•-1 


3 


a 

et 


:^ 1 




»— ' 
CD 

• 


QD 

• 


CD 
SO 


OD 

• 


• 


5 ^ 


Royal 


81,761 


31,940 


68,701 


7,964 


10,490 


18,454 
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The mine at the Royal Coal and Coke Co. 's plant is in Raleigh 
county, from which the coal is carried by means of an aerial rope 
tramway down the mountain and across the New River into Fay- 
ette county at Prince, where the loading tipple and coke ovens 
are situated. 

The coal and coke from this plant finds a market in the east 
and west and naturally forms a part of the New River consign- 
ments, so far as its destination is governed. 



PRODUCTION OF COAL IN MINGO COUNTY. 

(Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 



Name of Mine. 



Thacker 

Min^o 

Maritime 

Consolidated . . 

Lynn 

Pearl 

Grapevine . . . . 
Camp Branch . . 
Freeport No. 1. 
Neill & Finn . . 



Totals 



1st (3 Months. 



48,0(58 

1,(528 

*20,()00 

42, (XX) 

12,()8() 

11,094 

9,(582 

2,70(5 

900 

2,550 



2d G Months. 



14(5,909 



87,788 

2,784 

20.000 

20,000 

14,085 

8,9(5(5 

(),814 

7,248 

1,100 

2,150 



Total for tJie 
Year. 



81,451 

4,857 

40,000 

()2,000 

2(5,771 

20,0(50 

J(),49(5 

9,954 

2,000 

4, 700 



120,880 



2(57, 789 



♦Estimated. 



The Kittanning and Frc^eport coals furnish the coals mined in 
this county. They are gas, splint and steam, and are used large- 
ly for steam generation in the cities in the* southwest. The 
Thacker coal is especially high in heat units and outranks many 
of the coals in the State in this particular. 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN MERCER COUNTY. 





Coal (Tons of 2,240 lbs.) 


COKE(tODeof 2,000 lbs.) 


Name of Mihe. 


S- 
o> 

• 

•87,000 
87,000 
26,494 
81,791 
46,280 
76,000 

44!618 
62,522 


s 

?• 

88,000 
88,000 
30,208 
80,839 
46,024 
76,000 
70,026 
47,710 
65,548 


1 

i 

76,000 
75,000 
68,702 
62,630 
92,804 
160,000 
141,266 
92,828 
128,070 


OS 


Oi 

S 

3- 


E 

S 










"i'sss 

8,068 

5,996 
12,000 

9,106 
14,(188 

4,888 






Goodwill 

Louiavilie 

Buckeje 

CsBwell Creek . 

Alliance 

Sterlintf 

Coaldale 


8,689 
4,926 

5,966 
12,000 

9,662 
15,697 

6,862 


M77 
12,998 
11,960 
24,000 
18,767 
30,285 
10,680 


Totals 


431,945 


441,865 


873,800 


57,982 


57,640 


116,622 



•Machine mined coal. 

The coal production of this county is marketed by the firm of 
Castuei' & Outran. The product all comes from the Pocahontaa 
or No. ii bed and is a superior steam and coking coal. It is mar- 
keted mostly in the east and is delivered for distribution at tide- 
water points. A great amount is used for fuel on coast-wise and 
trans-Atlantic vesaels. 

The coke manufactured is marketed in the east, west, south 
and in Mexico. 
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PRODUCTION OF COAL AND COKE IN McDOWELL COUNTY. 



>- 


COAi. (tons of 2,240 lbs.) 


Coke (tonsof 2,000 lbs) 


§ 


cs 








g 




g 


a 


S 


? 


S 


S 


1 


w 


a- 


1 


s 

92,862 


1 


1 


Hi 

s 


Elkhorn .... 


42,812 


60,540 


7,838 


8,801 


16,039 


Shamokin.... 


42,918 
•16,134 


47,466 
18,900 


90,369 
84,084 


7,654 


7,0IW 


16,218 


Norfolk . 1 


30,266 


37,800 


68,060 


8,136 


8,760 


16,886 


Auj^Ie 


15,250 


16,350 


30,600 


1,876 


1,800 


8,075 


Liick Branch . 


38,105 


88,464 


71,629 


6,640 


7,535 


13,175 


Turkey Gap.. 
Houston 


66,869 


95,070 


161,989 


17,090 


30,582 


47,678 


48, 167 


64,344 


112,501 


6,696 


7,742 


14,437 


Crozier 


124,640 
*25,043 


112,850 
86,571 


287,490 
62,214 


39,973 


30,799 


70,772 


Upland.. ] 


22,644 


36,672 


69,216 


12,466 


18,192 


.10,647 


Powhaton.. 


89,881 


50,966 


90,847 


8,029 


10, 187 


18,166 


Lynchburg . . 


69,800 


60,719 


120,519 


12,010 


18,070 


26,080 


EikKidee... . 


26,804 


30,400 


67,201 


6,790 


5,764 


11,568 


Alffoma. 

Arlington 

Bolfc". 


87,109 


98,972 


181,081 


27,151 


20,014 


47,165 


88,148 


H917 


68,066 


7,124 


6,649 


12,678 


28,048 


32,581 


60,624 


4,180 


4,898 


9,028 


Roanoke 


26,260 


86,099 


62,349 


3,678 


7,986 


11,668 


Indian Ridefe. 


26,600 


89,400 


66,000 


1,676 


7,400 


9,075 


Gilliam 


31,531 


36,081 


06,592 


4,981 


6,417 


10,848 


McDowell.... 


30,025 


30,452 


61,077 


5,911 


2,989 


8,900 


Greenbrier . , . 


26,216 


32,286 


68,601 


8,927 


4,598 


8,525 


Ashland .... 


28,021 


31,194 


59,215 


4,088 


4,046 


8,184 


Keystone 


29,795 


81,282 


61,077 


6,754 


7,106 


12,860 


Pnlaska... { 


•68,800 


66,920 


129,720 








14,900 


16,980 


31,880 


38,593 


31,802 


66,896 


Eureka 


46,826 


46,006 


91,880 


18,503 


12,016 


25,618 


Shawnee .... 


25,795 


38,676 


64,470 


4,708 


7,331 


12,089 


Empire 

Peerless 


29,219 


32,411 


61,680 


4,923 


4,830 


9,758 


42,188 


47,677 


89,816 


7,360 


0,890 


14,240 


Bottom Creek 


27,815 


80,876 


58,190 


4,895 


4,016 


9,310 


Tidewater.... 


27,686 


29,686 


67,321 


4,830 


4,179 


8,508 


Totals 


1,217,494 


1,400,428 


2,617,917 


274,270 


292,800 


567,070 



*Macbine mined cokl. 
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Pocahontas or Ko. 8 coal furnishes the product from the mines 
in this county. This coal is too well known to necessitate any 
elaboration upon its place in commercial markets. 

All that has been said of the coal and coke products of Mercer 
county can well be said of this county. 

McDowell is the banner coke producer in the State and second 
in coal production and, should the mines and ovens be run regu- 
larly throughout a year, with a judicious supply of railroad cars, 
it is quite probably that this county would double her products 
of the past year. 



COAL AND COKE PRODUCTION IN WEST VIRGINIA FOR 
THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING JUNE n(\ 1897. 



Coal in tons of 2.240 lbs. Coke in tons of 2 000 lbs. 



Name of Mine. 



Barbour 

Broolce 

Harrison .... 

Hancock 

Marion . .. . 
Monongalia 

Marsliall 

Mineral , 

Ohio 

pjeston 

Taylor 

Tucker 

Kanawha 

Mason 

Putnam 

Fayette 

Raleij?h 

Mercer 

McDowell .. 
Mlugo 



Totals 

Small mines. 



o 
o 

d 



Gr8.n<i total 



9 

•A 

« 

2 

14 

ft 

4 

« 

1 

8 

29 

10 

21r 



Coal. 



oa 



C 
C 



n.739 
24.948 

1:J1,152 
19,680 

775 .87 
27 088 
88.974 

282 20 1 
Irt 582 
Wl 2")8 

101.889 

.'{OO 40 > 

5:)4.99 

59 315 

74 .(M)2 

l,52«,4r)8 

3',7«1 

431,945 
1,217,494 

146.i0'.) 

5,910.077 



re 



O 



10,919 
17,250 
JK),0»7 
14.158 

592 805 

4.200 

75,422 

254,965 
48 91W> 
62 953 
7«i,508 

347.261 

487,748 

52.220 

57.520 

l,46<{,60-i 

31,940 

441,355 
1.400,423 

120,880 

5,661,223 



H 
o 



31.(i58 

42,198 
221.249 

83.8:^8 
1.368,682 

31,288 
162.396 
537,169 

95,578 
120,211 
17H.H97 
647.666 
1,042.745 
111,535 
131.51^2 
2.9;*3.061 

63 701 

873.300 

2,617,917 

267,789 



11,571,900 
133,929 



11705,8-29 



COKK. 



Order lu 
Prodoction 



w 



o 

c 

(O 



43,4;«J 
291 






5!^ 

o 



98 610 
2,484 



H 

O 



6,032 18,535 

71 872 87 970 
5,073 15.059 



I 



196 343 132.746 

7,964 10,490 

57.982 57.540 

274,270 292,800 



663.263 711,234 



112,043 
2,778 



19 ,.567 

15984^ 
20.182 



329.089 

18,454 

115.522 

667 070 



1,874,497 



o 

9 



o 



19 




17 




9 




18 




8 


4 


20 


« 


11 




7 




15 




18 


% 


10 




6 


3 


4 


6 


14 




12 




1 


2 


16 


8 


5 


ft 


2 


1 


8 













Inbpbctor of Mines, 39 

MINING MACHINES. 

There are 16 coal companies in the State, which havp operated 
miuing inachineB during the past year. Only eleven of the above 
unmber reported the tonnage of machine niinod coal. 

The following table exhibits the number and kind of machineB 
which were in uae in the State duriug the past year and the tons 
of coal produced by machines. 





Electrical Mine 
Machines. 






Name of Company. 


1 


1 
O 


1 
1 


1; 


s 

3 S 




Monongah Coal & Coke Co.. 
Davis Coal & Coke Co., 


1 

5 
5 

1 
4 


4 


10 




11 
. 4 

. 5 

- a 

'. i 

4 

. 2 




Kt'.iJil.-) 

li),:.'35 
•2-2M4H 

i l,^t54 
5T,5!tft 
1^2, 4t<'.) 




Campbells Creek Coal Co , 




Stevens Coal Co 

Quinnimont Coal Co 

Great Kanawha Colliery Co. 


Nut reported. 










The St. Clair Co 




■-' 






S'ot reported. 
Not reported. 












1 

. 6 

. 1 

2 65 


'i.r24 
\-2M.r2U 
i>-2.-2\ 1 

su.im 


Consumers C^oal & Mining 


1 












Upland Coal & Coke Co.... 
NorfolkCoal&CokeCo.. 
Southwest Virginia Imp. Vo 
"West Fairmont Coal & Coke 


3 

5 






1 . 


Not reportpd. 


■ L 


4 


10 


4 


Totals 


So 


6(X).418 
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Table showing the companies operating mining machines, No. 
of machines in us, tons of coal produced by machines and No. 
of men employed as machine miners, runners and helpers, during 
the year ending June 30th 1897. 



County. 



Marion 

Tucker 

Kanawha - 

do 

do 
Fayette 

do .... 

do .... 

do ... 

Mason 

Mingo 

McDowell. 

do 

do 

Meroer 

Marlon 



Totals... 



Name of Company. 



Morongah Goal & Coke Co 

Davis Coal & Coke Co 

Campbells Creek Coal Co 

Stevens Coal Co 

Winifrede Coal Co 

Quiunlmont Coal Co. 

Great Kanawha Colliery Co 

M. T. Davis* Co 

The St. Clair Co 

Consumers Coal<& Mining Co 

Maritime Coal Co 

Pulaskalron C'o 

Upland Coal & Coke Co 

Norfolk- Coal A Coke Co 

SouthwestV^irginin Improvement Co 
West Fairmont Coal & Coke Co. 
(New England mine ) 



OS 



11 
4 
5 
5 
8 



Tons of Coal 
produced 

(2,240 lbs.). 



162,205 

Not reported 

10.235 

22,948 

Not reported 



2 Not reported 
ll 11,264 

4 1 57.590 

2 22,489 
1 3,724 

3 Not reported 
5 139,720 
3 «2,214 
1 84,034 
5 75,000 

Not reported 

55 600.418 



No. of Ma- 
chine Min 
ers. 


No. of Ma- 
Chine Run- 
ners & Help- 
ers 


110 
30 
30 
18 
JO 
8 
7 

80 
10 
8 
60 
75 
45 
18 
50 

30 


28 
8 

15 
4 
4 
4 
2 
6 
2 
2 
6 
9 
6 
2 
8 

8 


119 


583 






HS 



9 O-^ 



188 
88 
45 
22 
14 
12 

86 
U 
10 
66 
83 
51 
20 
58 

88 

652 
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Tabie ebowing tons of coal converted into coke, tone cf coke 
produced and No. of ovens in and out of use. 



Name of Oompany, 



Uarlou . 
Fayette. - 

RalBigh ■.: 
UcDowell 



Virginia & Plltabnrg Caal A C. Co. 






WestFalrnionlC. * C. Co., (shaft,) 

ra Coal & Coke Go 

CoalACjkBio 

fleeohwood Coal A Coko Co 

Austin Coke Worka 

Oakland Coal&Coke Co 

Cumberland Ooal Co 

DavUO. iC.Co., [Coketon No. 21. 
' *- No. 8] 






[Thomas Drift] 



The St. VltlT 0> 



a Colliery Co., No. 

ACokeb<;",'[Bii^Ve];:: 



Deitz-Maslersnn Coal A Coke Co... 

rkomas Coal Co 

Fayette Coal & Coke Co .... 

Nattallbura Coal & Coke Co 

New River Uake Co __ 

LoDgdale Iran Co. 



Fire Creek Coal A Coke Co.... 

Wm. Beury, Cooper A Co 

Beury Goal 4 Coke Co 

BeechwoodCoalACokeCo... 
— Alaska Coal i Coke Co. . 

Harvfy Coal ACoke Co"".'.'."" 

Colllna Colliery Co. 

Royal Coal ,B Coke Co. 

KlkhoTu Coal & Coke Ci 

BhamoklnCoal ACoke Go. 

- lolkC. AC.Co,,fNorlolkOoll.l 

do [AuKleCon.].. 

do jLlakBT.Coll] 

Turkey Gap Coal A Coke Co.... 

Houston Goal A Coke Co 

Crozier Coal A Coal Co 

Upland Coal ACoka"- 



wiw 


— 


Bi,asD 

«8,«B 

1.S 




la.'ett 








1 


EI: 




"'^m 






« 





[o Co.. . 



Algoma^kial A Coke Co 

Arlington Coal A Coke Co — 

BolteXJoal A Coke Go 

Roanoke Coal A Coke Co 

Indian Ridge Coal A Coke Co 

Gilliam OoalA Coke Co... 
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Tablfi showing tons of coal converted into coke, tons of coke 
produced and No. of ovens in and out of use. — Continut^d. 



* 


County. 


Name ol Conipaaj. 


i i 

n 


s 

a 


S 3 

i 

1 i 


1 

li 


1? 

a 

m 

} 


11 
1 


^ 


UeDowell .. 
Metcer ......: 

Total 1 . 


Bmpli* Coal A CokeCo. 

Peerleai Coal A Uokn Co 

Bollora UrPBk Coal A Coke Co... 

rfdawaler UoaJ » Ooka Co 

UoodwtllOoal * Coka On „_ 

IdDlavllleCoalACokeCa _„.. 

KSiSfcrw'k'coal'iookeCo"'':;," 
Bootb-Bonau Coal A Coke Co. .. 
UlllL-reekC. .t U. CorSWrllni; Col] 
do Coaldalel 


IHftlfl 
1!!.T« 

ia.K77 




S,76! 

i 

lasm 




m 

i 


■■"«M378 


"]1B,6» 
JJ(ri.4B7 


STIiS 
SOO 
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Table ahowing the totiuage of coal converted into ooke, the 
tonnage of coke mauufactureil, the percentage of yield, number 
of ovenB reported in and out of use. etc. 



Coimlle>. 




If 

nil 


■3^ 

ill 

55-3 


2 


all 
Ml 


^1 


ealBd. 






■its.-.m 


iu'bw 

is 


£:« 


ii 


18! 




S^eEEifEE^ 




KkQawlia. 
New B Ever. 


lS-:::==i:.r: 




do 


iSS™:^;":::.;::::::::::::::;:; 


- 


— 


"i^« 





iTerage peroentaje o( yield 

'Equivalent to 'J,OM^ boag of :i. 



Table showing the number of coke ovens not in use in the State. 



»...., 00.n.,.. 


Name of Operators. 


"Sv?.r 


fluid In Which the 

Cake Plants ace 

Located. 




Clart Coal * Coke Co 

Opeklska Coal Spoke Co 


i 

11 


UpperMonongahela 


u^miiiii::::::—.:: 












Briar UIU Coal A Coke Uo 

WeslSQd Coke Co 

MoilliBler A Co., [EaBibank,] 
Nowburc Orrel Goal & Coke Co 
















S?S:^z=z:= 


;^Spe'?'MVnonKa..,a 


Total ovens a 


OtlQ 


use 
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Table giving the price paid for pick mining and the selling 

2.i^40 1bs. for run-of-mine coal. 



Table giving the price paid for pick minir 
price per ton of 2,i^40 lbs. for run-of-mine coal. 



Counties. 



Barbour 
Brooke . 



Fayette. . 

Hancock 

Harrison 



Kanawha . . 
Marion . . . . 
Marshall . . 
Mason . . . . 
Mineral . . . . 
Monongalia 

Mingo 

Mercer .... 
McDowell 

Ohio 

Preston 

Putnam . . . 
Raleigh .... 

Taylor 

Tucker .... 



Average 



Average Price Paid 
for Pick Mining. 

Cts. 



40 



Hard Coal 
86 



Hard Coal 



Soft 80 
80 
80 

Soft 80 
80 
81 
85 
45 



82 
80 
80 
81 



Average Selling 
Price at the 
Mines. 
Cts. 



32 
40 

27 
84 



88.2 



57 
68 

72 
90 
59 

71 
61 
70 
80 
76 
46 
75 
63 
64 
67 
64 
96 
87 
70 
70 



70.8 



The average selling price of coke per ton of 2,000 lbs. for the 
entire State was $1.25. 
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TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES. 



With the exception of the coal loaded into river barges along 
the Ohio and Kanawha rivers, all the coal and coke produced in 
this State is carried to the maikets by rail transportation. In 
the following tables will be found the river shipments from col- . 
lieries along the Kanawha river, and the shipments of coal and i 
coke over the various railroads within the State. 

The writer is under obligations to Mr. A. M. Scott, U. S. 
Engineer, Charleston, for the tables showing the river ship- 
ments, and to the freight agents and managers of various rail- 
roads for the information given in the table showing the railroad 
shipments. The railroads which penetrate the coal fileds of the 
State are well able to handle the coal and coke delivered to them 
with comparative ease and rapidity, under all ordinary circum- 
stances. 

The Kanawha river is free to navigators and no toll is exacted 
from river shippers. 

Statement of number of tons of coal, including that manufac- 
tured into coke, shipped by river from mines on the Great Ka- 
•nawha, for the several years named, ending June 80th. 



Year 


Tons 
of 2,000 lbs. 


Year 


Tons 
of 2,000 lbs. 


1875 


161,932 


1889 


. 1,076,872 


1876 . 


. 200,962 


1890 . 


. . 966,462 


1877, 


207,346 


1891 


. 1,030,464 


1881 . 


. 385,148 


1892 . 


. . 1,071,511 


1883 


614,818 


1893 


919,320 


1884 . 


. 736,843 


1894 . 


. . 1,032,840 


Ig85 


712,493 


1895 


875,804 


1886 . 


. 714,465 


1896 . 


. . 922,000 


1887 


929,335 


1897 


848,600 


1888 


. 804,025 
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POWDER USED AT THE MINES. 

An effort has been made to ascertain the quantity of powder 
used for mining purposes, and sufficient returns have been made 
to give some definite information upon this item. 

A number of operators throughout the State give this matter 
very little attention, for some have reported that they could 
formulate no idea of the number of kegs of powder used at their 
mine. If other items of expense are as little considered at these 
collieries, it is only fair to conclude that their system of keeping 
accounts is deficient. A laige number of operators keep a close 
record of all materials consumed. Through the exaction of some 
operators, mining a particular coal, in districts where others neg- 
lect the materials consumed, the quantity of powder used has 
been arrived at by calculations, based upon the returns from the 
former. 

The following table exhibits the number of kegs of powder 
used in each county, with the cost per keg to the miner and the 
quantity of coal produced per keg of powder used. In the case 
of Mineral county the greater tonnage is mined without the aid 
of powder. Only that tonnage is considered which was won by 
the use of powder. 



48 



Annual Report 



Name of 
County. 



Barbour. . . . 

Brooke 

HarrisoD . . 
HaDcock . . 

Marion 

Monongalia 
Marshall . . 
*Mineral . . 

Ohio 

Preston 

Taylor 

Tucker ... 
Kanawha . 
Mason .... 
Putnam . . . 
Fayette . . . 
Kaleigh . . . 
Mercer .... 
McDowell . 
Mingo .... 



Totals 



ToLs Coal. 
(Tons of 2, 240 lbs.) 



Kegs Powder 



31,658 

42, 198 
221,249 

88,888 
1,868,682 

81,288 
162,896 

68,077 

95,578 
120,211 
178,897 
647,666 
1,042,745 
111,585 
181,522 
2,998,061 

68,701 

878,800 

2,617,917 

267,789 



Tons per 
Keg used 



825 

802 

2,067 

926 

28,545 

818 

1,887 

256 

2,805 

1,565 

1,581 

7,618 

18,618 

1,150 

2,700 

80,162 

1,000 

10,628 

29,882 

8,204 



188,984 



11,097,808 
Average No. tons for each keg of powder 
Average price paid by miners per keg of powder 



Cost per 

Keg to 

Miner. 



97.4 

106.6 

107.0 

86.5 

58.1 

98.?. 

121.8 

246.8 

41.5 

77.4 

112.8 

85.1 

76.6 

97.1 

48.7 

99.2 

68.7 

82.1 

89.2 

88.5 



91.4 



1.60 
1.48 
1.65 
1.88 
1.45 
1.40 
1.42 
1.50 
1.57 
1.48 
1.45 
2,00 
1.64 
1.60 
1.88 
1.72 
1.50 
2.00 
2.00 
2.08 



$ 1.68 



*474,092 tons were mined without powder. 
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OIL: 



A variety of oils is nsed for ilium nating purposes in the mines 
throughout the State. Some operators sell the miners cotton- 
seed oil, but usually where this oil is sold the miners frequently 
mix with it kerosene oil, which is much cheaper, and in the 
mixed form gives a smoky flame when Inirning in the miner's 
lamp. Black strap and kerosene oil are frequently mixed and 
burned in the miners' and drivers' lamps. These mixtures, 
when burned, produce a very large volume of smoke and unless 
the ventilation of the mine is exceptionally good tiie air soon 
becomes contaminated and filled with smoke, making it un- 
healthful and unpleasant to inhale. 

Where mineral oils are used for lamps the ventilation should 
be closely attended and a constant current of air kept sweeping 
the working places in the mine. 

Operators who permit the underground men to burn inferior 
qualities of illuminating oils, especially mineral oils, will find 
that there is a material increase in the cost of properly venti^.at- 
ing the mine. The oils which produce large volumes of smoke 
should not be permitted to be used by the underground employes 
in their lamps. The practice of using oil which gives excessive 
fumes and smoke will naturally suggest legislation to prevent 
such practice. 

The short space of tioie this subject has been under examina- 
tion by the district inspectors prevents a more extensive report 

at this time. 

• 

* EXPLOSIONS AND FIRE DAMP. 

During the past year no explosions of fire damp (light car- 
buretted hydrogen) have occurred in the mines of this State, and 
it is pleasing to be able to report that no lives were lost or per- 
sons burned from this cause. 

The mines of the State which generate explosive gases are few 
in number and none generate it in such quantities as to render 
the mines dangerous to be worked with an open light. Those 
mints which give off explosive gas are known and the necessary 
precautions are taken to prevent an accumulation of the gas in 
any part of the works in dangerous quantities. 

The following mines, at times, give oft' explosive gases: Glen- 
dale Shaft, Moundsville Shaft, West Fairmont Shaft, Hutchin- 
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son Slope, Rush Riin, Red Ash, Star, Sun, Nuttallburg, Elmo, 
Tidewater, Bottom Creek, Empire and Keystone. It is probable, 
in the course of time, as some of the mines are advanced 
in their work, that they will generate more or less of this ex- 
plosive gas. 

VENTILATION. 

The methods of ventilation used at the mines in the State are 
natural ventllatHm^ Jire hashet^ steam jet^ e,x'haiti<t steam,^ fa7is and 
in some eas(»s a combination of two different methods. The vast 
majority of the mines which resort to natural ventilation are small 
in extent of thier development, but there are some of the large 
mines which use natural ventilation but in these cases the condi- 
tions are mostly favorable for the circulation of the current 
through natuarl agen(;ies. 

A furnace is capable of producing a large volume of air in a 
mine where it is properly constructed and the courses through 
which the air travels are not contracted to a small sectional 
area. Too little attention to the firing of the furnace results in 
a small volume of air. Especially is this true where the natural 
agencies do not favor a natural ventilation, and the result of this 
is aiumerous complaints from the miners and other underground 
laborers, which complaints are quite just and proper. 

The tire basket, steam jet and exhaust steam from pumps are 
used at some mines to aid the natural ventilation, but where the 
mine is of large area these appliances are not sufficient within 
themselves to give satisfactory results unless the natural condi- 
tions are very favorable. 

A mine which relies upon the exhaust steam to produce the 
ventilation should be provided with a steam jet which can be 
turned on when it is necessary to stop the pumps or other sources 
of exhaust steam. 

F'an Vcntilati(ni, 

The most satisfactory results are obtained by the use of fans. 
A very large number of the mines in the State are equipped with . 
fans, principally of the Guibal pattern. Under ordinary condi- 
tions a fan is to be recommended as the most effective and satis- 
factory means of producing a sufficient volume of air in the mine, 
and all large mines should havu one ni constant use while the 
mine is being operated and men are at work throughout the un- 
derground workings. 



Inspector of Mines. ' 51 

The other methods enumerated above are not to be encouraged 
and their use should be resorted to only in special cases, such as 
a small mine employing few men, or a mine which will have a 
very short life, and in no case should a furnace be used in a mine 
which produces to any extent explosive gases such as are fre- 
quently encountered in coal mines. 

SMALL MINES IN THE STATE. 

Throughout the State, in nearly all of the counties are to be 
found small country mines which are operated l)y farmers and 
others to supply the local trade. In the course of a year these 
mines combined produce a large tonnage heretofore unaccounted 
for in giving the total production of coal in the State. 

A number of mines employ from six to nine men almost con- 
stantly, but these not being subject to the laws governing the in- 
spection of mines, little record is had of these mines or of their 
output. 

Why nine men should not be given the same protection in a 
mine as ten men is a matter which should be given some legislative 
thought. 

TESTING SCALES AND MINE CARS. 

One of the provisions of the mining law is to the effect that if 
in any county there be no sealer of weights and measures, the 
duties, required to be done and performed by such dealer, shall be 
done and performed by the inspector of mines for the district of 
which such county forms a part. 

The services of the inspectors have not been required in ad- 
justing any grievances originating over inaccurate scales or im- 
properly marked mine cars in any part of the State during the 
interval which the present coterie of inspectors have held office. 

MAP^. 

There are few operators in the State who have not furnished 
the inspector a map of their mine, but few of the maps furnished 
meet every requirement of the law in regard to the information 
which they convey. This is largely due to neglect and in a great 
many cases to incompetent surveyors. The law requires that all 
mine maps shall show the openings or excavations^ the shafts^ 
slopes^ entries^ airvMys^ headings^ rooms^ jjUlars^ etc., the general 
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mcUnati07i of the coal f^trata^ and so much of the property lines 
and of the outcrop of the coal seam of the tract of land on which 
said mine is located, as may be within one thoumnd feet of any 
part of the workings of 3uch mine. 

Besides the above, such map or maps should give the name of 
the mine^ name of the company operating the mine, the date oi 
survey^ and the date of last extension^ the sigyiat are of the (engineer ^ 
and should exhibit the triK' and magnetic meridians and a graphic 
8caU on which the map is constructed, which scale, the law says, 
shall not exceed one hundred feet to the inch. 

INSURANCE OF MINERS. 

Owing to the hazardous occupation of men wh(/ work under- 
ground it is with difficulty that they are enabled to get life in- 
surance companies to assume the risk of insuring their lives. 
Some of the well known companies will not insure miners under 
any consideration, and other companies will assume the risk, but 
at a premium which is beyond the reach of the avearge coal 
miner. 

There is no class of laborers in the State which needs insur- 
ance upon their lives more than the miners, for they are few who 
own their homes and have any resources other than their month- 
ly salaries. As a generl thing the families of miners are above 
the average in point of number, and when a lather is killed, he 
generally leaves from ^^ to 7 dependent persons who are left with 
little of this world's possessions. The orphans are necessarily 
started to work at a very early age to assist in the sustenance of 
themselves and others in their family. Instead of having an op- 
portunity to spend the early days of their lives in school, they 
are compelled, through necessity, to enter the field of manual 
toil. 

In considering a scheme for the protection of people who are 
dependent upon men who earn their wages in coal mines, it is 
essential to take into account the yearly earnings of the men^ and 
then deduce the amount a miner can afford to spend annually 
for life insurance. 

The average wages of a coal miner amount to about ^$825.00 
per annum. 

The premium for a straight life policy for a man 80 years old 
is about $:28.00 per annum for each $1,000.00 of insurance. This 
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is a little over 7% of the earniijgs of the miner, which is not an 
unreasonable percentage to pay for life insurance. 

The peculiar conditions surrounding the life of a coal miner 
make it very inconvenient for him to draw upon his means an- 
nually to the amount of $28.00, since there are perir^ds when the 
mines are not in operation and it may be at one of these periods 
when a premium becomes due — just at a time when the miner can 
the least afford to meet the payment. 

An exceedingly small percentage of the men killed in the mines 
during the past year were reported to have been insured. 

The more thrifty class of men engaged in underground work 
are eager to avail themselves of life insurance, but at present 
there does not seem to be any insurance company, within reach 
of the miner, which will give his family protection. 

There are several local organizations which furnish the miners 
relief in times of sickness and defray the expenses of burial when 
one of the policy holders dies, but these furnish little pecuniary 
relief to the familv of the deceased. 

The following gives the by-laws of the Macdonald Accident In- 
surance Association which is operative at the Macdonald Colliery 
in Fayette county : 

ARTICLE I. 

MeuiherHhip, 

Sec. 1. All employes of the'Macdonald Colliery Company six- 
teen years of age and over shall be members of The Macdonald 
Accidsnt Insurance Association. Under that age membership 
shall be optional with the parents or guardian. 

J)ltci<. 

Sec. 2. Each member shall be required to pay 25 cents per 
month dues. Any member employing **back-hands' shall have 
their names inserted on the membership roll, or be charged with 
their dues. The Macdonald Colliery Company has agreed to con- 
tribute to the Association ten per cent, of the total collections. 

ARTICLE IL 

Sec. L In case a member of this Association receives an injury 
by an accident, ten days shall constitute the first week of disa- 
bility, for which three dollars per week for the first three weeks, 
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and five dollars per week for the next sixteen weeks shall be 
paid. In no case shall benefi-ts be allowed longer than nineteen 
weeks, nor for more than the above prescribed amounts. 

Sec. 2. In case of the death of a member of this Association 
resulting from an accident, the sum of Fifty Dollarfe shall he 
paid to his widow or legal heirs, for the purpose of defraying his 
funeral expenses, etc., and so long as the widow does nut re- 
marry, and remains in the property of the Macdonald Colliery 
Company, this Association shall provide house-rent, fuel and 
medical services. 

In case of the loss of a limb, the claimant, on giving one 
week's notice to the secretary, may draw at once the whole or a 
part of his nineteen weeks benefits, as he elects. 

This is not to conflict with Art. 4, Sec. 4, providing special 
benefits. 

Sec. 8. In case of the death of a member of this Association 
from natural causes. Thirty-five Dollars shall be paid to his 
widow or legal heirs, to defray funeral expenses. In the absence 
of legal heirs, the committee shall make burial arrangements, 
pay all expenses from deceased's benefits; the residue, if an}'*, 
to revert to the treasury. 

ARTICLE III. 

Election of O^cer^, 

The affairs of this Association shall be managed by a commit- 
tee of five adult members, and a secretary, treasurer and two 
auditors, wh6se term of office shall be twelve months; the treas- 
urer to be selected by The Macdonald Colliery Company, said 
Company retaining and being responsible for the funds. The 
secretary, the two auditors, and two of the committeemen shall 
be elected annually, on the second Saturday in January. The 
other three committeemen shall be elected annually on the sec- 
ond Saturday in July. 

ARTICLE IV. 

DutleH of the Ojficen — Secretarifs Dntle.^. 

Sec. 1. The sr'cretary shall keep the minutes of the Associa- 
tion, a record of the members, and of all benefits paid, and the 
date of injury and duration of disability, and shall submit the 
physician's certificates to the committee, at their regular month- 
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ly meeting, and if approved, draw on the treasurer for amount 
due, which order shall be signed by at least two of the commit- 
tee, and delivered by the secretary to the treasurer, a memoran- 
dum of same being given to claimant, which he will present to 
the treasurer for payment. 

The secretary shall submit all books, papers, etc., of the As- 
sociation to the examination of the auditors at stated inter- 
vals, and shall render a statement of the affairs of the Associa- 
tion at the regular semi-annual meetings. 

The secretary may call a special meeting of the members of the 
Association at any time he thinks necessary, or he shall call a 
meeting on the written request of three committeemen, or of 
twenty members, no other business to be transacted than that for 
which such meeting is called. 

The secretary shall be paid for his services twenty-five dollars 
per annum. 

Duties of the Treasurer, 

Sec. 2. The treasurer shall receive all funds, keep an accurate 
account of all collections and disbursements, and submit a finan- 
cial statement to the committee monthly. He shall withhold the 
regular monthly dues out of all benefits paid. 

He shall furnish each member of this Association a copy of 
these by-laws, collecting five cents each for the same. 

He shall pay out no money except on an .order from the secre- 
tary and two of the committemen, and shall take receipts for all 
money paid out. 

Duties of the Auditors, 

Sec. 8. The two auditors shall examine the books of the secre- 
tary and treasurer two weeks previous to the semi-annual meet- 
ings, and render a true report on same at said meetings. 

CoviiH ittee\s Duties. 

Sec. 4. The committee shall have full control of the affairs of 
the Association, conforming with the by-laws, and shall meet 
monthly for the transaction of business, receive the secretary's 
reports, investigate all claims and if approved, instruct the sec- 
retary ta draw on the treasurer for same. 

In the case of an injured member, this committee may, on^the 
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recommendation of the attt'nding physician, employ a nurse for 
not more than one week, the wages at their discretion. 

/// / ured Mvm h('rs. 

Sec. 5. In ease a member meets with an injury while at his 
work, or in going to, or returning from work, he, or some one in 
his behalf, shall report at once to his foreman, and notify the sec- 
retary, and one of the committeemen, who will report the case 
at the next regiihir committee meeting. The injured member 
must have a physician's attendance, the resident physician of the 
Company, if practicabh^ whose certificate of disability he shall 
present to the secretary on making application for benefits. 
Should any member whih' drawing benefits, become inebriated, 
or engage in any kind of work, or do anything tending to retard 
his recovery, and it ))e reported to the committee and the charge 
sustained, he shall forfeit all further benefits. He may, if he 
thinks himself aggrieved, appeal from the decision of the com- 
mittee to a full meeting of tiie members in a regular manner. 

Should any member who has been drawing benefits, return to 
work, and aft(»r two days linds himself unfit, he shall report to 
his foreman, the secretary, etc., the same as in the first place, 
when his benefits shall continue, tiie wages so earned being de- 
ducted therefrom. Should any nn^uber not conform with the 
foregoing reguhitions, he shall forfeit all benefits, and can only 
be reinstated by as majority vute of the members present at a 
meeting called for that purpose. 

ARTICLE V. 

Chan(/ci< and A)tie7\dtH(/nts fo By-Laws, 

This Association cannot be dissolved, nor the by-laws changed 
or any amendments made, except on the two-thirds vote of a 
meeting of the adult membiM's, at which one-half of the members 
of the Association shall be pres«4it. All other questions may be 
decided by a majority vote of the members present. 

ARTICLE VL 

What CoisfifHtesa)} "Acridnd.'' 

To entitle a claimant to benefits, disability must be incurred 
while at work, or while going to or coming from work. An old 
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sprain, wound, or sore, or any wound received in a quarrel or 
brawl, or by the discharge of firearms, no matter by whom dis- 
charged, will not. bn considered an accident in the meaning of 
these by-laws. Any ailment of the body caused by the eJements,' 
such as sunstroke, frost bite, or arising from miasma consequent 
on marshy land, wet woxk in mines, insufficient ventilation, 
fumes from ammunition used in mines or anything of a like na- 
ture, shall not be deemed an accident within the meaning of 
these by-laws. 

JOHN FENWICK, Secretary. 
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IMPROVEMENTS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE AT THE 
MINES IN THE STATE DURING THE YEAR ENDING 

JUNE THE 30TH, 1897. 

Harrison County, 

Samuel Hines & Co. 

Has opened up the Pittsburg coal on the Monongahela River 
Railroad at Enterprise, and has equipped the plant suitably for 
loading railroad cars. 

• • 

Coulson Coal & Coke Co. 

Has, during the past year, opened the Pittsburgh coal on the 
Monongahela River Railroad near Enterprise, and has built a 
substantial tipple and placed it in order for the separation and 
loading of coal into railroad cars. 

Hancock County, 

W. S. Marquette. 

Has built a new tipple and constructed 1,250 ft. of standard 
gauge track to the tipple. 

Marlon County, 

J. A. Clark Coal & Coke Co. 

Has opened up the Pittsburgh coal on the Monongahela River 
Railroad near Worthington, and has equipped the plant with a 
modern, steel tipple. This is the first steel tipph^ that has been 
erected in this county and besides being a serviceable and durable 
structure, it is well arranged for the easy handling of the mine 
cars and is an ornament to the plant. 

West Fairmont Coal & Coke Co. 

Has, at the West Fairmont Shaft, constructed a bin for coal- 
ing railroad engines. The apron and cut-off which is used on this 
bin are unique and worthy of attention of other operators who 
have occasion to construct shoots having an adjustable feed 
door. 

At the New P]ngland plant, two tubular boiler^-, an endless 
rope haulage plant, dynamo and four Jeffrey electrical min^ ma- 
chines, have been installed. 
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Mm'shall County. 

Glendale Coal Co. 

Has installed one two-flue steel boiler. 

Moiindsville Coal Co. 

During the past year a part of the head house over the shaft 
and a part of the tipple house were destroyed by tire. The dam- 
aged parts have been replaced by new material and a new pair of 
scales put in. 

Mineral County. 

Davis Coal and Coke Co. 

At the Windom Big Vein, during the past year, one-half mile 
of tramway has been constructed to be used in hauling mine cars 
to the head of the incline plane. • 

Preston County, 

Austin Coke Works. 

For the purpose of draining water from the mine, 2,800 feet 
of wood pipe have been placed in the mine, and to make their 
haulage way more perfect, 12 tons of 16 lb. steel T rails have 
been added to the tracks inside of the mine. 

Merchants Coal Co. 

Has replaced the coal bins, used for coaling railroad engines, 
which were destroyed by fire during the year, and has increased 
the number of pockets. 

Taylor County. 

Gates Coal & Coke Co. 

Has constructed houses over tipple and drum and sunk an 
air shaft. 

Tucker County. 

Cumberland Coal Co. 

Has constructed ten Bee Hive coke ovens, one mile of tram- 
way, one new tipple, a large slack bin and ten dwelling houses. 

Davis Coal & Coke Co. 

Coketon Plants Nos. 2 and 8. The main heading in No. 3 
mine has been graded for a distance of 8,000 feet and track 
raised, in some places, 12 feet above its former grade, and a new 
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track with steel rails placed on the new grade. Two coal storage 
bins, each having a capacity of (HX) tons have boen constructed a 
short distance from Nos. 2 and tl tipples. These coal bins are fed 
by chain conveyors and communicate with each other by a hori- 
zontal convej^or, all of which are driven by electricity. These 
are the largest coal bins in th(^ northern part of the State, if not 
the largest in the entire State, and are constructed of hemiOck, 
securely braced and tied with iron rods. 

Thomas Drift No. 1. The main entry in this mine has beeu 
graded for a distance of l,f500 feet and a new track with steel rails 
placed on the ncnv grade. A man-way has bc^en extended from 
the right section of this mine to the outside and is well timbered. 
Four, General electric mining machines have been placed in this 
mine for cutting the coal. A new set of elevators has been placed 
to feed the*slack bins for the coke ovens at the Thomas Drift 
mine. These elevators are driven by electrical power. 

Thomas Shaft. A new set of elevators has been placed to feed 
the storage bin for s4lack coal, which elevator is driven by electri- 
cal power. 

Thomas Plant. During the past year there has been installed 
a central electrical power plane which consists of one three 
fase, 100 kilowatt, (Jeneral-electric generator, driven by a belt by 
an engine. This is housed in a one story brick building, having 
a plan of 49 feet 2 inches by 52 feet 8 inches. From 
this power plant the elevating machinery at Coketon plant, 
which is at a distance of on 3 and a fourth miles from the 
power plant, the elevating machinery at the Thomas Drift, the 
Thomas Shaft and the four mine machines at th(» Thomas Drift 
are all driven. The success with which the foregoing machinery has 
been driven has led this Company to seriously contemplate the 
installation of two more units of power and two electrical loco- 
motives. 

Thomas Drift No. 2. A new tipple and a long, incline, storage 
shoot has been placed on the Davis branch of W. Va. Central & 
Pittsburg Railroad, one mile distant from Thomas. 

Kanan'h'n Cavntij, 

The Kelleys Creek Coal Co. 

No. 2 (Lewiston). Nd. h seam of the coal was opened at this 
place and shipments were begun the early part of the summer. 
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Campbells Creek Coal Co. 

Spring Fork Mine has installed two Jeffrey electric mining 
machines. 

J. Q. Dickinson & Co. Quincy Mine. This new mine has been 
opened during the latter part of the year and the development, 
so far, consists of a main heading driven in for several hundred 
feet. 

The Charlmore Coal Co. 

Charlmore Mine. This is a new milie. Operations com- 
menced January 1st, '97. Main heading driven for some distance. 

Cannelton Coal Co. 

No. 2 or Gas Coal Mine. Ten coke ovens have been con- 
structed at this plant. 

Riverside Coal Co. 

Riverside Mine. The fuel bins for feeding locomotives were 
constructed at this mine. 

Mxmm County, 
Camden Clay Co. 

Camden Mine. A new incline plane has been constructed 
leading from the mine to the Clay plant. 

Hope Salt & Coal Co. 

Hope Mine. A great deal of old wooden track used in this 
mine has been taken up and replaced with 10 and 20 pound T 
iron rails. 

Consumers Coal and Mining Co. 

New Haven Mine. There have been installed at this plant, 

1 steam pump at foot of slope, having a 5-inoh suction and a 

4-inch discharge; 1 electric pump for use in the mine, having a 

B-inch suction and 2^ inch discharge, and a new screen at the 

river tipple. ^ 

Putnam Comdy, 

Mrs. B. McGucken. 

Bancroft Mine. One 8-inch suction steam j^ump has been 
installed at this mine. 

Fayette County, 

The Great Kanawha Colliery Co., Limited, 

* The Great Kanawha No. 1 mine has introduced at this mine the 
Jeffrey electric coal cutting machine and an electric locomotive. 
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Mecca Coal & Coke Co. 

Mecca Mine has placed one 12-foot, steam driven fan at 
this mine. 

The Mount Carbon Co., Limited. 

Vulcan Mine. At the date of this report this Company has 
under construction and installation a complete compressed air 
plant for mining and hauling coal. The plant, when complete, 
will be very thorough in its equipments, and will consist of 
Harrison mining machines and a compressed air locomotive. 
This Company is sparing no pains to make this plant complete in 
all of its appointments, and its success will be looked forward to 
with quite a great deal of anxiety by the mining fraternity 
throughout the New River and Kanawha valleys. 

Fayette Coal & Coke Co. 

Fayette Mine. A new furnace has been constructed at this 
mine. 

The Thurmond Coal Co. 

Thurmond Mine. On Feb. 18th, 1897, the large tipple and 
chute at this mine were destroyed by fire. These have been re- 
placed by a new tipple and chute, and new drums, ropes, dumps, 
etc., have been added to the equipment. 

New River Coke Co. 

North Side Mine. A tail rope haulage system has been in- 
stalled at this plant, which system involves the use of 22,000 
feet of rope. 

4 

Greenwood Coal Co. 

Greenwood Mine. This is a new mine, having been opened 
up and developed to a considerable extent during the past year. 

The Robins Coal Co. 

Robins Mine. This is a new mine which was opened Feb. 
1st, '96, and has been properly equipped for loading railroad cars, 
and the necessary houses have been constructed for the accom- 
modation of their employes. ' 

Harvey Coal & Coke Co. 

Harvey Mine. A rope haulage system has been installed at 
this mine. 
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The Star Coal & Coke Co. 

Star Mine. A Dulex steam pump has been installed at this 
mine. 

Sun Coal & Coke Co. 

Sun Mine. This is a mine and plant which is now under 
construction. The tipples and necessary buildings are not as yet 
completed. 

Dun loop Coal & Coke Co. 

Dunloop Mine. Three thousand feet of new railroad track 
graded and a new opening for a coul mine constitute the improve- 
ments at this plant. 

The Macdonald Colliery Co. 

Macdonald Mine. A rope haulage system has been installed 
at this mine. 

Ballinger Coal Co. 

Ballinger Mines Nos. 1 and 2. A drum has been placed at 
the head of the incline in No. . . mine. 

Blume Coal & Coke Co. 

Blume Plant. Five tenement houses have been constructed 
at this plant. 

McDcnvell County, 

Turkey Gap Coal & Coke Co. 

Turkey Gap Mine. During the past year a set of Evans and 
Morgan crushers Were placed at the tipple and one new locomo- 
tive added to the motive power. A twenty foot fan is under 
construction. 

Elk Ridge Coal & Coke Co. 

Elk Ridge Mine has added one steam locomotive for hauling 
mine cars. 

The Roanoke Coal & Coke Co. 

Roanoke Mine. A new drift mouth has beer, opened and a 
new incline plane built to replace the old one, which has been 
abandoned. 

Gilliam Coal & Coke Co. 

Gilliam Mine. At this plant there is under construction a 



64r A!oa:AL Repobt 

large steel tipple. When completed this stroctore will be well 
worth a etudy by the mining fraternity. Farther reference will 
be made to this tipple in a snljsequent r^pr*rt. 

Eureka Coal & Coke Co. 

Eureka Mine. A coal preparing plant, equipped with the 
necessary crushers: a store building and other general improve- 
ments have been made at this mine at a cost aggregating over 
♦ lli.000.00. 

Shawnee Coal & Coke Co. 

Shawnee Mine. Two '^>-inch bv40 feet steel cvlinder boilers 
have been set up near the tipple and properly housed; a new tip- 
ple completed and a 800-foot artesian well bored for supplying 
coke plant with water. 

Peerless Coal <fe Coke Co. 

Peerless Mine. A compressed air haulage plant has been in- 
stalled at this mine and put into service. 

Logan Consolidated Coal Co. 

Has constructed a new furnace in their mine and made other 
improvements in a general way. 

Pearl Coal Co. 

Pearl Mine. This Company, formerly the Pearl Mining Co., 
has under construction a tail rope haulage and an electrical min- 
ing machine plant which will shortly be placed in operation. 

Mingo County. % 

Maritime Coal Company. 

Maritime Mine. There has been installed at this plant dur- 
ing the past year an electrical power plant consisting of a genera- 
tor; driving engine and three Jeffrey coal cutting machines. 
Several new houses have been completed and about two miles of 
entry excavated in the mine. 

GREAT KANAWHA RIVER IMPROVEMENTS. 

Under the heading of general improvem^'nts at the collieries in 
the State, it is considered well worth the while to make a few 
comments upon the work which has been done by way of improv- 
ing an important waterway in the State. 

The Great Kanawha River will soon be locked and dammed a 
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distance of 90 miles, from its confluence with the Ohio River at 
Point Pleasant to the- Kanawha Falls. In fact, it is proposed to 
have all the locks completed before the expiration of the year 
1898. The progress of the work at present indicates that the last 
statement will be realized before the next annual report of the 
Mine Inspector is due. 

What has been said in regard to the impetus which this condi- 
tion will give the coal business in Kanawha county can well be 
applied to the counties of Putnam and Boone. 

It has long been known that a variety of workable coals are in 
abundance on Coal River and its tributaries. The delay in the 
development of this field has been the lack of transportation fa- 
cilities. 

It is not vain to predict that, at some day not far distant, 
the Boone county coal will add materially to the river shipments 
of coal down the Great Kanawha. 

STRIKES. 

During the past year the coal mining industry of this State has 
been practically unaffected by strikes among the miners or work- 
men. There have been no strikes of any consequence in which 
any large number of men were engaged for any length of time. 
The only strike in the northern part of the State during the past 
year was in Brooke county, where the miners were on a strike for 
a few days on account of the installation of Diamond screen bars 
at one of the collieries. This strike involved only about fifty 
men and lasted about a week. 

Brooke County. 

Blanche Mine. 

During June the miners, numbering about 85, at this mine, 

declared a strike portesting against the use of diamond screen 

bars which the company had placed in the chute. This strike 

lasted about two weeks and affected 50 men, including miners 

and other employes. 

Kanawha County. 

During the latter part of the year '9G, the miners at the Ronda 
mine of the Coalburg Colliery Co., numbering about sixty, came 
out on a. strike and remained idle for a few weeks, owing to the 
reduction in the price of mining from 2^/ to 2/. The miners 
eventually accepted the reduction and resumed work. 
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Masmi Co^mty. 

Liverpool Salt & Coal Co. 

During the past year a new mine boss was placed in charg 
of the Juhling mine. The miners were not satisfied with the se- 
lection and about 18 men came out on a strike. This strike was 
declared off by the Company paj^ing these men their w^ages and 
discharging them. 

Kanawha Goimty. 

Big Mountain Mining Co. 

Mines Nos. 1 and 2. The miners at these mines, numbering 
about 100 men, struck on Aug. 15th on account of the reduction 
in the price- for mining. On Sept. 28rd the men returned to 
work at the reduction. 

Montgomery Coal Co. 

At the Consolidated mine, about eighty men were thrown 
out of employment from July 30th to Oct. 27th by a strike which 
was made by the miners for an advance in the price of mining of 
one-fourth of a cent per bushel. The miners resumed work at the 
advanced price for which they had struck. 

Fayette County. 

W. R. Johnson & Co. 

Harewood Mine. The miners of this mine were out on a 
strike from Aug. 24th to Oct. 3rd, they having rebelled against 
the reduction of wages as proposed by the Company. The men 
finallv resumed work at the reduced price. 

At the Thurmond mine, belonging to the Thurmond Coal Co., 
the miners were notified on or about May the 20th, '97, that 
when the mine was started after the completion of the new shoot, 
the price of mining would be made 30 cents per ton of 2,240 lbs. 
for R. of M. coal. The men refused to return to work at the 
price named and on the 10th day of July this mine was still idle. 
During the building of the new tipple and shoot, which were de- 
stroyed by fire, a number of miners from this point sought work 
elsewhere in the district. 

Mingo County, 

Thacker Coal & Coke Co. 

During the past year there has been one strike at this mine 
in which 150 men were involved, which lasted only three or four 
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days. The cause of the strike was due to a reduction in wages and 
the size of the mining cars. The grievance was settled by a com- 
promise. 

ACCIDENTS. 

During the year ending June 80th, 1897, there were G2 fatal 
and 167 non-fatal accidents in and about the coal mines in this 
State. There were three less fatal and 85 more non-fatal than 
during the preivous year. The non-fatal accidents given for 1897 
include a large number of minor accidents which it has not been 
customary heretofore to report. 

As to the causes of the accidents occurring during the past year 
87.11 per cent, were cq-used by falls of roof and slate' 18.10 per 
cent, by falls of coal; 21.88 per cent, by the mine cars and 2.62 
per cent, by premature explosions. 

By a study of the reports it is found that a very large percent- 
age of the accidents resulting from the above named causes are 
due to carelessness and negligence on the part of the employes. 

In the counties of Fayette and McDowell there are a great 
many men of little experience enSployed as miners. This is an- 
other cause of accidents. The men are not versed in the precau- 
tions which are necessary to be observed in the timbering of the 
roof and sjyraggimj the coal while being undercut. On several oc- 
casions men have lost their lives on the first day they entered 
the mine for the purpose of engaging in the mining of coal. 
Su^h cases can only be deplored and attributed to ignorance of 
the dangers on the part of the iDersons thus injured or killed. 

The mine foreman should not be averse to instructing new 
inen in regard to the precautions to be observed, and all possible 
dangers should be pointed out to an apprenticed miner. 

It is to be hoped that the analysis of .accidents given in this 
report will be studied by mine foremen and miners with a view of 
reducing the number of accidents. By a more careful examina- 
tion of the conditions which cause the accidents it may be that 
it will be possible to foresee a great many dangerous conditions 
and thereby avert casualties which would otherwise result in the 
loss of life or serious injury of persons employed in the mines. 
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Table showing the number and character of accidents which 
occarred in each county duirng the 12 months ending June 30th, 
1S97. 
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Table showing the number and percentage of accidents result- 
ing from the various causes, during the 12 months ending June 
80th., 1897. ' 



Causes. 



Falls of the roof 

Falls of coal 

Injured by mine* cars 

Premature explosions 

Falls down shaft 

Injured by railraod cars . . 
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Injured by mine machines 
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Summary of the Fatal Accidents Which Occurred in the State 
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ruly 21... 
Dec. 28... 

Feb. 9 

Mch 8... 


July 21..- 
Dec. 28..- 

Feb. 9 

Mcb. 8... 



Men. 10... 
Apr 30 .. 
June 17.. . 

July 10 .. 
Sept. 19 . 
Oct. Irt .. 
Nov. 
Jan. 
Jan. 
Mch. 
Mch, 
.Vpr 
M«y 
May 18 . 
May 24. 
Juue3 
Juue3 . 
June 14. 
July 20. 



16.. 
10... 
25. 

12. 

26. 
12... 
18... 



I Mch. 10. 
I June 14.. 



July 10. . 
Sept. 19 
Ocr.. '6 . 
Nov. 17.. 
Jan. 10.. 
Jan. 
Jdch, 
Mcb 27. 
Api. 14.. 
May 18 . 
May 18„. 
May 24.. 
Tune 4 ... 
June 8 .-. 
June 14.. 



Juue29 ... 



Apr. 
May 



6 . 
27. 



25 . 
12.. 



July 13. 
Oct. 6... 



June 29. 



Apr. 6 .. 
M.my 27. 



July 13. 
Oct 6... 



July 

July 

July 

Aug. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Nov. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Feb 

Mch. 

Mch. 

Mch 

May 

May 

May 

Jnne 

June 

Ang 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Mch. 

M^y 

Jnne 25 



10 
28 
30 
It 
10 
28... 
7 

18 . 
18 . 

4 ... 
8 .. 
« . 

8 .. 

15. 

22 

t ... 

13 .. 

4.. 

22.. 

3 

21. 
23.. 

1». . 

•) 

" .. 

5 . 



'July 
July 



10. 
28. 



...IJuly 80. 
7..] Aug. 17.. 



.iOct. 10 

-•Oct. 28 
.Nov. 7 
. Nov. 
.Nov 
.Jan. 
.Jan. 

Feb. 

Mch. 



18.. 
18 
4... 
8 . 
« .. 
S_ 



Mch. 15.. 
Mch. 22. 
Mny 7 ... 
May 8 ... 
May 13 
Juiie 4 .. 
June 22.. 

Aug. 3 .. 
Sept. 21.. 
Oct. 23.. 
Nov. 19.. 
Vch 2... 
Mays. ... 
June 25... 



Inspector op Mines. 
During the Twelve (12) Months Ending June 80th, ] 



Nation- 
ality, 


f 


OPCupatioQ, 


11 

I. 


ft 
i 


1 


1 


M 

None, 

dS .*: 

do . 

1 ■■ 

dn -' 

"£•:. 
do :: 

1 :; 

None.. 
d 

It 

do .. 

do : 

dn 

d". '.'. 


„„K„« 


f 


SUVB..„.. 


1 

i 


Minor 


.::■::::::: 
■| ! 


Pnwdf r PiplosiDU „.. 
Fall ot bUM 


1 


f^X^'l"!! 


SS: :.=::::::;::■.;=::: 


4 


Poilah ■ 


Mlnar 


„ 


PollBb 


Minei . 

3::W;=;.::;:::::::::: 


H. 

a. 
I- 

1: 

I. 

s. 

i:' 

1: 

'i. 
U. 

1 
u. 

M. 

s. 

r 

«: 

i 

s 


YeB 
Ya*B 

Yea 




Fflllol colli 

rail ot elate 


B 


Cniored. .. 


M air:::;:::::";z"~::rr 


Fell down sliati 


i" 


Pollsb 


fLu of cfoHl^nd aiste 

Mine cars iiiaiiie .. , 
Fa 1 slate 

Fa 1 c slate '...". 

Fal o pUle ,..,., 

Fall of aiate::::.:::.',::'; 
Faifoi ai ate".. :'.:::".".'.! 


IP 


Austrian . 


■"■""■ -- 


14 


Amrrlon 


11 

a: 




Ye» 


:=:::::;; 


IT 


Negro -,-- 










Ai>iarl<<aii 


K^-.:::::::::::::-::::::;:::- . 


32 


H'lnskilsn 






Laborer . " ""i" .1 . . ! i .-1 .". 
MlnebOBa - 




Negro 

Amerlmn 


Yes 
Yea 


'l : 


Inalaokbin 

Fall°l 00™.°. ^:Z 

Fallot slate 

Fall of alate 

Fall of alato 


« 














Amerloau 


Miner -.- 


■- 


:::::: 

1 


M 


!i?.„- 


aoMtn»r, 

JS MHchine ruouf r ..„_. 


Fallofroiil 

fallol ™«1 

f"llSrela« 

MltieoKra Inllde 


Da 


S"" ""■-■' ^■^^■^■;:^ 


Yes 


'■ 


■■■ 


!! 


Neitri.'.''.' 
pX" 

HiinKHriiri 
HuiiKHrlnti 

lf,.ii|fariim 


1 


Trapper 

Miner':;:'.". 


i^Bli of (lata 

MlneMra ln.lde_ .... 


IB 


Amertcan 


ii 




'•.. 







""I'-'f ™''' 


(hi 
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o 


Name olCoUDty 


SfliLeolMlne. 


Kamoot Injured. 


— 


1 


HBirlBOn 

Uuloii _— .. 


DoapardKo, -2 

ewEiwUnd 

oniina 

fonlBiiii . ... 

lODlHllB 


B. FUherly.. 

S'-l'itr.tz:- ^ 

Tuck KbUi. 

Floyd llHlkins '.""..". 

h. A FreemHii 


Miner _ 


















9 






IS 

» 

28 








■ e;-- 




:: .:):;;i^}rz 


Miner 




K:,'«'"f^'- 













E:::v 


:::EEi 


















&' „..,,.i. 

.«Ol*«Dfl 

Outgo 












e;:E 


Miner - 


» 


■" :""■■ 


lipurEeKiVko 


^'inef 


% 







Stevp TnluuMJo 




MuhWii>.i..i ...—.- 








••ojelsBorce 

ADiy SjHnlmdy 

JWin l£org«a 

Johu8lereulB...„ 




1J 




MonUn« 








GlondBla 

ltlk(Jard«n _ _. 

KlkHurdL'ii 

gS;S :;■■:;:::::;::::;:■ 
|i!S;:;.;r:;.-:r:-;r 










1- 


rMB :z-;::; 


Jjj^ij^J 


1^ 


aluec 








v' 


r, J. Boylon 

















Klku'"rt"" 


"'u 'SlS""^ :::::;: 














Kill unrdpu.";.""!.,!"^!! ^ri" 

BJkGsrd-u 

Kll[li»rd*Ti 








Alberl Cdo^'^"...'... ...'..'.'.'. 

E.llutl 

:. L. Myars 
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'•"'":::::.:;:;::::::::: 


MLdm 
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During the Twelve (12) Months Ending June 80th., 1867 



DftCeoF 




Haw Injured. 


Nature of injurlefl. 


f 












Si= 


















l«B 


Mine cars 


i,Kit ihiirh hart „ 


















BopehnuJBge 




















































































D^'s"::::::: 
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[■wll'm'"'"" 
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June 18 






SUgbl iiljlincs 


Vi 




fm 


F«llol slate ...„ 










11 


































































































































&f ■:::::■■ 






"iHii'i'ii 'I'.'yini''' 


-n 




























"■^""^■""""■'^ ■ ■■ 


"' 


Apr. 24 i 












Aim 








Not. 28 . 




F«11o(oob! 


,eg broiiei, 


K7 
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Annuai^ Report. 



Summary of the Non-Fatal Accidents Which Occurred in the State 



Name of County. 



Preston 



Taylor 



Tacker 



Mason 



Kanawha 



Fayette 



08 
69 

70| 

71 
72 
78 
74 

75 

76 

77 
78 
79 
80 

81 

82 

83 

84 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

9{ 

94 

9& 

96 

97 

98 

99 

100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 

108 

109 

110 

111 

112 

113 

114 

115 



lift Mingo. 

117 

118 

119 

120 



121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 



Name of Mine. 



Anstin 
Austin 



Gates No. 1. 



Coke ton No. 3. 
Ooketon No. 8. 
Thomas Drift. 
Coke ton No. 2. 



New Haven. 



Campbell's Creek. 

Spring Fork 

Ronda 

Spring Fork 

Ronda 



M. 

M 

St. 

St. 

St. 



Red Ash 

Macdonald 

M. T. Davis & Co. 

T. Davis & Co. 

T. Davis & Co. 

Clair 

Clair 

Clair 

Thurmond 

(Crescent 

Macdonald 

V'mcan 

VulCiin 

Vuicau 

CrePceMt 

Southside 

R«d Ash 

Southside 

Northside 

Cresent 

Vulcan 

Vulcan 

♦Vulcan 

Crescent 

Forest Hill 

Mecca 

Macdonald 

Vulcan 

St. Clair 

IM. T. Davis & Co. 

Dubrae 

St. Clair 

Robins 

Kush Run 

Rush Kan 



No. 5. 
No. 5. 
No. 5. 



No. 5.... 



Logan Consolidated. 
Pearl Coal Co 
Logan Consolidated .. 
Hearl Coal Co. 

P'^arl Coal Co 

Maritime Coal Co 



McD )well Powhatan 

iPulaski .... 



Powhatan 

Pefirless 

Tldewatel- 

Empire 

Bottom Creek. 

Pulaski 

Pulaski 

Norfolk 

Bottom Creek. 



Name of Injured. 



Edward Whittaker. 
Morgan Pratt 



DelbertRied 



PasquaeMunn 

Stonewall Hansford. 

George Inshaken 

James Demasily 



Edward Cunlifl 

Herman Peffner 
Rob-rt Gunno ... 
A. P. Crawford.. 

H. Meadows 

J. C Eskins 



Ghas. Doody 

Jas. Redd 

Richard McKinney. 
Jas. W. Whitlock. ... 

Robert Grave* 

Wm. Pondexter 

George Napper 

Bird Musefe 

B. F. Dorsey _. 

Phillip Shepard 

J. P. Reynolds. 

Tucker Banks 

Bud vJooti 

John Frrtz!er 

Ed P-rry 

O*^ Pfl'ftUt 

John Hornback 

John Ramsey 

George H-^ck 

John Tucker 

Chas. Hughes 

Wm. Forey 

Perry Martin 

John Wol'e 

Thomas Hickman.... 

A. E. Phaleu 

Stewart Smi-th 

Will Carter , 

Cha«». Repoeth 

Jack Brooks 

Fleming Green 

Charles Vickars 

RobHTt Price 

John SpradliDg 

Duck Jones 



V. E. Tuggart 

Fohn A. Snuth .... 
Mos»» »;hrist.iau ... 
BassSavflge 
Albert Mitchell 
Richard Kephart 



Ander-oii Scale 

J. H. Duffey 

Albert Hood 

II. P. Wolfe 

Hfnry Kinney 

.lohn Thornton ... 
Andrew JefFrit»s . 

•-ieorge Finney 

J. A. Adderson ... 
Winifred McUou.. 
Emory Wynes 



Occupation. 



Driver. 
Miner . 

Miner 



Laborer 
Miner .. 



Miner 



Mine Boss 

Miner 

Tiackman. 

Miner 



Driver 

Driver 

Miner 

Mine Bobs. 
Dumper .... 
Miner 



Miner . 
D iver 

Miner . 



Truckster 



Spragger 
Miner 



Driver. . 
Laborer, 



reader , 

Mine Boss. 



Driver '.... 

Miner 

Driver 

Driver 

Miner 

M'chine help. 

Miner 



Miner 

Buil'r flrem'n 

Miner 

Miner . .. 

Miner 

Laborer 

Laborer . . 

Miuer „ 

Miner 



Inspector of Mines. 



7^ 



During the Twelve (12)Month8 Ending June 80th, 1897. 



Date of 
Accident. 



March . 
June 22 



Aug. 12. 



Jan. 
Jan. 
Feb. 



• 

9.- 
27. 
1.. 



May 20 
June 3„. 



Mch. 10.. 
Mch. 18 _. 
Men. 10 _. 
Apr. 14 ... 



July 
July 
July 
Ju.y 

July 

Aug. 

Sept, 

iiept. 

Oct. 

Oct. 

Nov 

Nov. 

Nov, 

Nov. 

Dec 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Feb. 

Mch. 

Mch. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr. 

Apr . 

June 

June 



6... 

25 

28. 

81 

31.. 

20. 

5 . 


5„ . 
19. 
14. 
17. 
23 
24. 
21. 
2... 
«. 
13 
14. 
14. 
29. 
2. 
13. 
15.. 
10 

19. 

24 
7. .. 
9. .. 
14.. 



3. . 
•25. 



DfC. 
F^b. 
Feb. 
Apr. 
M»y 



1_. 

18 

20 

12 

11 



Julv 

July 

July 

July 

A ig 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Nov. 

Nov. 



3 .. 
8_... 
24 . 
30.. 

3... 

10. 

U. 

25. 

15. 

18. 

29. 



1807 
1897 

1896 

1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 

1897 

1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 



18fl6 

am 

1H96 
1896 
1896 
1896 
1896 
1896 
1896 
1896 
1896 
IfM 
1896 
1896 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
W97 
1897 
1897 
18H7 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 



1896 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 



How Injured. 



Fall of coal 



Fall of lumber. 
Water wagons. 



Mine car 



Mine car. 



Fall of coal 

Fail of coal .... 

Fall of slate 

Aiue car_ 

Iiicliued plane. 
Mine car 



Fall of slate. 
Fflll of slate 
Mine car — 



Fall of coal •.. 

Mine car 

Kicked by mule 

Fall of slate 

Mule 

Fall of slate 

Fall of slate 

Fall of slate 

"Fall of slate 

Fall of slate 

Uar wbeel 

Oil barrel explosion... 

Mine cars 

Fall oxalate 

Mine cars 

Fall of coal 

Minecar 

Mine car 

Fall off tipple 

Fall of slate 



Explosion of cartridge 

Mine car 

0-ir virbeei 



Juiie8 I8rf7 



Mine cars ... 
Fall of eoal.. 
Mine cars... 

Minecar 

Fail of coal.. 
Fall of ttlaie. 



1896'Fall of coaL 

1^96 Mlnetar 

1896! Flask exploded 



1896 
1896 
1896 
1896 
189rt 
1896 
1896 
1896 



Fwn englue. 
Fall of slate 
Fall of s ate. 
Fall of slate 
Miue car ..... 

Fan belt 

Fall of slate 
Fall of Slate 



Nature of Injuries. 



Finger mashed 
Finger mashed. 



Leg broken. 



Knee mashed. 
Arm broken.... 

Leg broken 

Leg broken 



Leg broken. 



Foot mashed 
L»g crushed... 
Leg broken.... 
Foot mashed. 
Wrist hurt 



Collar bone broken 

Leg broken 

Aim broken .*. 

Rib brokeu. 

Foot mashed 

Ank e mashed 

Back and hips injured 

Head injured. 

Bac<v aud hips injured 

Arm bronen 

Hipdis ocated 

8iightl>» injured 

slightly injured 

Slightjy fhjured 

Feet injured 

CiaviCle dislocated- 

Heel mashed 

Back bruised 

Arm fractured and back bruised. 

Face and feet Injured 

Slightly injured 

Finger mashed 

Arms aided 

Leg broken 

Ankle sprained. 

Leg broken 

Leg broken 

Wrist fractured 

Foot badly cut _ 

A.im broken 

Slightly injured 

Back injured 

Arms, side and legs burned 

Side biu'sed 

Toe fractured 



Seriously injured 

slightly injured 

Sprained ankle 

Leg injured 

Fingers badly bruised. 
Maxillary fractured... 



Thigh broken 

Back and hips injured 

Arm burned 

Thumb and III ger cut off 

Lej? broken 

Arm crushed 

Lesr brok» n 

Arm mashed 

.Arm broken 

Leg broken 

Foot mashed 



o 



68 
69 

70 

71 
72 
78 
74 

75 ' 

76 

77 
78 
79 
80 

81 
82 
88 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 

89 : 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 
100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 

116 
117 
118 
119 
120 



121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
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182 
188 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
140 
141 
142 
148 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
160 

161 
162 
168 
164 
165 
156 
167 
158 
159 
160 
Itil 
162 

mi 

164 
165 
166 



Name of County. 



McDowell 



Mercer 



Name of Mine. 



Peerless 

Greenbrier 

Powhatan 

Eikhorn , 

Bmpire 

Pulaski 

Lynchburg — 

Eikhorn 

Greenbrier 

Eikhorn....... 

Pulaski 

Bottom Creek. 

Shawnee 

Turkey Gap 

Turkey Gap 

Peerlesa 

Lynchburg 

Algoma No. 1.. 
Upland 



Goodwill 

PonahontAS East. 
Pocahontas East. 

Louisville 

Buckeye 

Buckeye 

Goodwill 

Goodwill 

Louisville 

Goodwill 

Goodwill 

Louisivilie •. 

Louisville 

CasHwell Creek... 
Pocahontas East.. 
Liulsville 



Name of Injured. 



Eldridge Pannel.. 

Aaron Lark 

Rawley Davis 

M. A. Whltaker... 

John Shields 

Frank Smart : 

R. Vanhook 

J H. Miles 

Mike Rounder 

H. K Dow 

Andrew Jacobs 

Mat Johnson 

George Parum 

John Palmer 

Jno. W. Temp 

Frank Harper 

Alex Ohamb«»r8 

Wm. Robinson 

Geo. P. Bucounor. 



J. W. Holland 

Geo. Powell 

Chas. Noel 

J. H. Davidson 

Geo. Cunningham. 

Pete Phillips 

S. P. Lampkin 

Zeph Belcher 

G. A. Jackson 

IDrank Poindexter. . 

E11«.9StRhl 

Kobero Hick-i 

John Vincent 

J. L. Albert 

BrioD Dickinson — 
Wm. Epp«»r-ion 



Occupation. 



Doorboy — 

Miner 

Gar runner. 

Miner 

Driver 

Driver 



Miner 
Miner 
Driver 



Miner 

slater 

Miner 

Brakeman.. 

Miner 

Runner 

Miner 

Miner 



Driver 



Miner 
Driver 
Miner 

Miner 
vf iner 
Miner 

Driver 



Inspector of Mines. 

4 

During the Twelve' (12) Months Ending June 30th, 1897. 
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Date of 
Accident. 



Dec. 4 . 

Jan. 5. 
Jan. 22 
Feb 15 
Feb. 25 
Mch.3. 
Mch 12 
Moh. 25 
Mch. 25 
Apr. 6. 
Apr. 9.. 
May 1. 
May 6. 
May 20 
May 20 
May 25 
May 28 
June 15 
Jane 22 

Oct. 28 
Nov. 6. 
Dec. 17 
Jan. 13 
Jan. 26 
Feb. 9. 
Mch. 20 
Apr. 3. 
Apr. 6 
Apr. 20. 
Apr. 23 
Apr. 24. 
Apr. 26. 
Jane 3. . 
June 23. 
June 26. 



1896 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1837 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 

1896 
1896 
1896 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 
1897 



How Injured 



Mine cars 

Kettle bottom 
Railroad car. 
Fall of coal . . . 
Fall of slate... 

Mine cars 

Fall of slate... 

Mule 

Fall of coal 

Mine car 

Mine oars. .. . 
Fall of slate... 



Fall of 
Fall of 
Fall of 
Fall of 



slate 
slate, 
slate, 
slace. 



Railroad car. . 
Kettle bottom 
Fall of coal ... 



Fall of slate 
Fall of slate. 

Mine cars 

Mine cars 

Mine car 

Mine car 

Fall of slate 
Fall of Plate 

Mine car 

Fall of coal.. 
Fall of coal . . 
Fall of slate. 
Fall of coal.. 

Mine car 

Fall of roof. 
Mine car 



Nature of Injuries. 



o 



Finger cut off 

Hip dislocated 

Foot mashed 

Leg broken 

Humerus fractured 

Hand mashed 

Foot cut 

Arm and backhurt 

Nose and lip cut 

Head and back injured 

Hip broken 

Anjile sprained 

f »eg broken 

Fraotured ankle and lacerated scalp. 

Legs injured 

Leg!* injured 

Leg cut off 

Leg cut off 

Radios fractured 



Leg broken 

Slightly injured 

Slightly injured 

Foot braised 

Severely injured 

Hip fractured 

Leg brokeu 

Leg broken. 

Braised externally. : 

Arm injured 

Leg broken 

Side and hip bruised 

Arms and hands bruised. . . 
Fractured tbigri and ankle. 

Slightly injured 

Body bruised 



182 
183 
134 
185 
136 
137 
138 
189 
1«) 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 

111 
152 
153 
154 
155 
156 
157 
168 
159 
160 
161 
162 
168 
164 
165 
166 
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ACCIDENTS 



Iroin July i, 1896 to June 30, 1897. 



FATAL ACCIDENTS. 



1896. 



July 10th. William Pinkard, Angle mine, McDowell county, 
was killed by a kettle hottorn falling on him at the face of his 
room. 

July 10th. Lewis " Price, Blume mine, Fayette county, was 
killed by having the mine cars ru^i over him, which broke his 
neck and inflicted other injuries. He was a driver and fell in 
front of a moving trip of mine cars. 

July 18th. Jacob Akers, Thacker mine, Mingo county, was 
killed by a fall of slate. No further particulars accompanied 
this report. 

July 21st. John Yetinskey, Douglas mine No. 1, Tucker coun- 
ty, was killed by a fall of slate which broke his neck. Anton 
Danspcuss was present and witnessed the accident. 

July 28th. Hezekiah Law, Pulaski mine, McDowell county, 
was killed by a fall of slate while operating' an electrical mine 
machine. 

July 80th. Leander Bailey, Shamokin mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, was killed by a fall of slate while working on a stump of coal. 
He was engaged in making an undercut in a stump ot coal which 
was supporting some loose coal and slate over him. The report 
of the coroner was that *'he met his death by a fall of slate which 
was occasioned by his cutting coal from a stump when danger was 
imminent." 

August 1st. Isaac Rolinci, Montana mine, Marion county, 
was injured by an explosion of powder from the effects of which 
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he died on August 6th. He was at his working place in the mine 
and let a spark fall into his powder can, in his tool box, which 
exploded and burned him very badly, he having no shirt on at 
the time. 

August 8d. Alfred Anniston, Goodwill mine, Mercer county, 
was killed by the loaded mine cars running over him on the in- 
side of the mine. It is f apposed that he had gone to sleep on the 
track and was not awaLened upon the approach of the trip of 
cars. His occupation was a trapper and he was a negro boy 
twelve years old. 

August nth. Carl McGlusky, Montana mine Marion county, 
was killed by a fall of slate at 7 p. m. Before leaving his work, 
he fired a shot and returned to see the results of the shot. A 
piece of loose slate, which had been made loose by the force of 
the shot, fell on him. 

August 17th. James H. Miller, Gilliam mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, was killed by a fall of slate in his room. He was loading 
coal into a car when the slate fell on him, breaking his neck. 

September 19th. Robert Spradling, Beechwood mine, Fayette 
county, was killed by a fall of slate. No further particulars ac- 
companied the report upon this accident. 

September 21st. W. H. Duncan, Pocahontas East mine, Mer- 
cer county, was killed by a fall of slate. No report was made of 
this accident at the time of its occurrence. 

October 6th. Isaac Fell, Logan Consolidated mine, Mingo 
county, was killed by a fall of coal. No details accompanied the 
report of this accident. The company failed to comply with the 
law in regard to reporting this accident. at the time of its occur- 
rence. 

October 10th. R. Edward Guynn, Arlington mine, McDowell 
county, was killed by a fall of slate at the face of^ his room. 
After firing a shot, he returned to the face of his room to ascer- 
tain the effect of the shot. A piece of slate which had been 
loosened by the force of the shot and which was unobserved by 
him, fell upon him, killing him instantly. 

October 16th. William Green, M. T. Davis & Co. No. 5 mine, 
Fayette county, was killed by a fall of slate and coal. He was 
engaged in posting the roof in his room, and before he had made 
the entire roof secure, a piece of slate fell on him in the center 
of the room. 

October 23d. Pal Bors, Goodwill mine, Mercer . county, was 
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killed by a fall of the roof while eugaged in making an undercut 
in the coal immediately under a slip in the roof. 

October 28th. William Edwards, Pulaski mine, McDowell 
county, was killed by being caught between a mine car and the 
side of the entry. 

October 30th. John W. Rowe, Montana mine, Marion county, 
was killed by being caught between a moving trip of empty cars 
and the rib. The deceased was standing to one side of the track 
to permit the empty cars to pass by, when a trip of loaded cars 
got beyond control of the driver and ran into the empty trip from 
a butt heading, derailing the empty cars and causing the same 
to squeeze and roll the deceased along the rib of the coal. 

November 7th. Henry Stakes, Empire mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, was killed by a fall of slate in his room. He was riding on 
the front end of an empty car which he was letting into his room, 
which ran to the dip. Owing to the speed of the car, or to a de- 
fective track, the car jumped the track and knocked a prop out 
of its position, causing the slate to fall on him. 

November 16th. George Wynn, Digby mine, Fayette county, 
was killed by a fall of slate in his room. He was alone in the 
room and was found on the 17th under a fall of slate. A justice 
of the peace was informed of this accident, but no inquest was 
held. 

November 18th. Anthony Robinson, Norfolk mine, McDowell 
county, was killed by a fall of slate. He was engaged as a back 
hand for Winfield MfcCann and was caught under a fall of draw 
slate, receiving a fracture of the leg and ribs and injury of lungs, 
from which injuries he died. Winfield McCann, for whom Rob- 
inson was working, had his leg broken by the same fall of slate. 

November 18th. BHce Adkins, Pulaski mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, was kiMed by a fall of slate. He was a machine runner. No 
details accompanied the report of this accident. 

November 19th. Steve l^^rslio, Pocahontas East mine, Mer- 
cer county, was killed on^ the inside of the mine by the mine 
cars jumping the track and squeezing him between the car and 
the rib of the coal. 

December 28. Theo. Rhodes, Elk Garden miLe, Mineral coun- 
ty, was killed by a fall of coal. On December 18th coal fell on 
him, fracturing his leg, from the effects of which he died on the 
28th. 

December 28th. William Miller, Douglas mine, Tucker coun- 
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ty, was killed by a fall of slate. In the presence of Mike Sem- 
na3k and Charles Riicker a piece of slate fell from the roof of the 
heading breaking his neck, which caused instant death. The de- 
ceased was the mine boss of the above mine and was considered a 
very careful man, but owing to the very bad condition of the roof 
in some parts of this mine it is not unusual to have frequent 
falls along the main headings. 

FATAL ACCIDENTS. 
1897. 

January 4th. A. C. Miller, Rolfe mine, McDowell county, was 
killed by a fall of coal. After having made a shot, he went un- 
der the coal to make an undercutting, when the coal fell on him. 

January 8th. John Law, Algoma mine, McDowell county, 
was killed by a fall of slate on the main heading of No. 2 mine. 

January 10th. Oliver BJake, St. Clair mine, Fayette county, 
was killed by a fall of slate. The slate fell on him while at work 
in his room. There being too much of it for one man to remove, 
his partner went for help, and when he returned with assistance 
the man was dead. 

January 25th. Jack Counts, Thurmond mine, Fayette county, 
was killed by a fall of slate in the presence of his father in their 
working place. He was engaged in robbing a pillar when the 
slate fell on him. 

February Bd. John Stercula, Glendale shaft, Marshall county, 
was killed by a fall of slate. No details accompanied the report 
of this accident and it was not reported at the time of its occur- 
rence. 

February 6th. Dick Bennett, Algoma mine, McDowell county, 
was killed by a fall of slate in the main heading of No. 2 mine. 

February 9th. Baccus Overton, Thomas shaft. Tucker county, 
was killed by falling down the shaft. He was ascending the 
shaft on the cage in company with his brother and four or five 
others, when at a distance of on^ hundred feet from the bottom 
he reeled and staggered against the side of the shaft. His com- 
panions attempted to rescue him but failed in their effort. He 
fell to the bottom of the shaft and lived but an hour after being 
removed. 

March 2nd. John Peti, Goodwill mine, McDowell county, was 
killed by a fall of slate. This accident was not reported at the 
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time of its occurrence and no details were furnished other than 
here stated. 

March 8d. Peter Bertusky, Coketon mine No. 8, Tucker coun- 
ty, wap killed instantly by a fall of slate. No details accompanied 
the report of this accident. 

March 8th. Andrew Sovinsky, Pulaski mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, w^as killed by a fall of slate. No details accompanied this re- 
port. 

March 10th. Frank Lute, Thomas shaft. Tucker county, was 
killed by a fall of slate in No. 12 heading at 7 o'clock a. m. while 
on the way to his work. The place where the deceased was killed 
was visited by Mr. VV. R. Davis, George Jenkins and J. W. Paul, 
and a close inspection made of the condition of the roof adjoin- 
ing the piece which killed the deceased, and the surrounding roof 
was found to be in a safe and sound condition. It was found 
that the cause of the slate falling was due to a slip in the roof 
which could not have been observed. This is an accident which 
could not have been foreseen. 

March 12th. John Watson, DuBrae mine, Rothwell Coal Co., 
Fayette county, was killed by a fall of slate while assisting his 
father in undercutting the coal. 

March 15th. John Robinson, Shawnee mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, was killed by a fall of coal. He was engaged in making an 
undercut in the coal when it fell upon him, killing him instantly. 

March 22nd. John Evans, Algoma mine, McDowell county, 
was killed by a fall of slate in room No 2. No details accom- 
panied this report. 

March 25th. John T. McGraw, Monongah mine No. 8, Marion 
county, was killed by a fall of slate while at work robbing a pil- 
lar. The roof was irorJclng and it was known to be in an unsafe 
condition. 

March 2()th. L. F. Kincaid, Gauley Mountain mine, Fayette 
county, was killed by a fall of shite. The injury sustained con- 
sisted of a alight bruise across the back. A small piece of slate 
parting between two benches of coal fell upon him which resulted 
in no external or apparent injury at the time, other than a slight 
bruise across the back. On the 2Tth he died from a rupture of 
the bladder. It was learned from the doctors that there had been 
some trouble with his urinary organs, and the bladder being full 
at tho time, was probabl}^ raptured l)y the piece of slate which 
fell on him. 
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April 6th. Alex. Carter, Florence mine, Putnam county, was y 
killed by a fall of slate. No details accompanied this report. 

April 14th. Walter Ellis, Fire Creek mine, Fayette county, 
was killed by the mine cars. He was accidentally thro\<'n from 
a trip of mine cars on April 12th and sustained an injury which 
resulted in concussion of the brain, from the effects of which he 
died on the 14th. 

April 30th. Miles Harr, Coketon mine No. 8, Tucker county, 
had his left thigh broken and sustained other injuries, by a fall 
of coal and slate, from which he died on June 14th. His son and 
Mr. J. S. Brophy, mine boss, witnessed the accident. 

May 5th. George Tiffany, Goodwill mine, McDowell county, 
was killed by a fall of slate. He was working with his father in 
a break-through when a piece of slate fell on him. 

May 7th. Samuel Fletcher, Upland mine, McDowell county, 
was killed by a fall of slate. He was making an undercut under 
an open end of coal without the use of a nprag^ when the coal give 
way permitting a piece of slate to fall on him. 

May 8th. J. Avery Wood, Lick Branch mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, was killed by a fall of slate. At about 10:80 a. m. the de- 
ceased passed down No. 1 heading and was about to enter No. 19 
room to get a drink of water, when a piece of slate fell and broke 
his right thigh. He was taken home, the wound dressed by two 
surgeons, but he died about (5:80 p. m. the same day, of fat em- 
bolism and shock. An inquest was held on May 9th by J. S. 
Karr, justice of the peace, and the jury returned a verdict to the 
effect that **said J. Avery Wood came to his death on May 8, 
1897, by accidental means caused by his carelessness at the Lick 
Branch colliery. Lick Branch, W. Va. " 

May 18th. Alexander Honaker, Shawnee mine, McDow^ell 
county, was killed by the mine cars on the outside of the mine. 
He was employed as a trip rider and brakeman. While the loco- 
motive, with a trip of loaded mine cars, were in motion, he un- 
coupled the locomotive from the cars and in doing so fell off the 
bumper of the car on which he was riding. Twelve loaded cars 
ran over him. 

May 18th. John Surdel, Collins colliery, Fayette county, was 
killed by a fall of slate. He was working at the lace of his room. 
A slip in the roof caused the draw slate to fall on him. The room 
was well timbered. The deceased carried a life insurance to the 
amount of $50.00. 

May 18th. Oliver Light, Red Star mine, Fayette county, was 
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killed ])y a fall of top coal. He had been working in the mine 
only one week and was an inexperienced man. He was assisting 
an experienced miner. 

May 24th. Jack Mills, St. Clair mine, Fayette county, was 
smothered in a slack bin. He was shoveling coal in a slack bin 
when the door below being opened he was enveloped in the coal 
and before he cculd be extricated was smothered to death. 

May 27th. L. R. Alexander, Florenco mine, Putnam county, 
was killed by a fall of slate. While harnessing a mule on the 
main entry, a slab of slate fell on him resulting in his death. 
Inspector Jerry Meade visited the scene of this accident and cor- 
roborated the facts as here stated. Deceased was insured for 
.1870.00. 

June 4th. Thomas Dewees, Indian Ridge mine, McDowell 
county, was killed by a fall of coal. His partner cut a sprag from 
under the coal which permitted the coal to fall on the deceased. 

June 4th. Samuel Glover, Gaston mine, Marion county, was 
killed by a premature explosion of a shot in the coal. He had 
drilled a hole in the coal and was endeavoring to insert a cart- 
ridge which ])ecame fast in the hole before it had reached the end 
of the hole. He endeavored to force the cartridge in with a steel 
bar which, coming in contact with a sulphur nodule, produced a 
spark which ignited the powder in the cartridge and caused it to 
explode. The force of this shock almost decapitated the decease,d, 
causing death to be instant. His brother, who was working with 
him at the time, was burned l^y the explosion of the powder. 

June 8d and 4th. Elijah Neal and George VV. Crump, Gauley 
Mountain mine, Fayette county, were killed by a steam locomo- 
tive in tha mine^. The following report was furnished by Mr. 
W. N. Page: ''I regret to report the death of Elijah Neal and 
George VV. Crump in our new mine Tunnell, on Thursday, June 
3d, both white and leaving families. Neal's head was crushed 
between the cab and rib, from which death must have been in- 
stantaneous, and Crump, who was badly scalded by steam from 
the safety valve, died the following morning. This accident was 
in no way connected with ohe working, but was the result of care- 
lessness in running too fast over a new track. Only one pair of 
drivers left the rail, but at the high rate of speed the safety valve 
was knocked off against the roof. It is supposed that there was 
a small scale of slate on the rail, but this is not certain, but it is 
known positively that they were running at the time beyond the 
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safety limit, with practically an empty engine. Neal was about 
85 and Crump about 40 years of age." On June 10th Mine In- 
spector John I. Absolom visited the scene of this accident and 
found the facts to be as stated above. 

June 14th. Daniel Evans, Beechwood mine, Fayette count}^ 
was killed by a fall of coal. He was undercutting coal in a room 
which was eighteen feet wide and had failed to leave a sprag to 
support the coal, which fell on him. 

June 17th. Peter Nygrim, Coketon mine No. 3, Tucker 
county, was killed by a fall of coal. He was working on the open 
end of a pillar of coal which was known to be loose. He failed 
to block the coal securely and it fell on him. 

June 22. G. C. Necessary, Lynchburg colliery, McDowell coun- 
ty, was killed by a coke oven larry. He was running the larry at 
a high rate of speed when it jumped the track and imprisoned 
him under it. 

June 25th. Mat Jennin, Buckeye mine, Mercer county, was 
killed by a fall of coal. He was engaged in making an undercut- 
ting aid encountered a slip in the coal. A lump of coal weigh- 
ing from 200 to 800 pounds fell on him breaking his neck. 

June 29th. R. L. Barker, Belmont mine, Kanawha county, 
was killed by a fall of slate. He was engaged in removing some 
slate and knocked out a post, which caused the slate to fall on 
him. ^ 

NON-FATAL ACCIDENTS. 

189(5. 

July 8. Anderson Scale, Powhatan mine, McDowell county, 
had his thigh broken by a fall of coal. 

July 6. Charles Doody, Red Ash mine, Fayette county, had 
his collar bone l)roken while taking down some top coal. 

July 8. ' J. B. Duffey, Pulaski mine, McDowell county, had 
his back and hips injured by being caught between a prop and a 
mine car. 

July 24. Albert Hood, Powhatan mine, McDowell county, had 
his arm burned by the explosion of a powder flask which he was 
filling at his home. 

July 25. James Redd, McDonald colliery, Fayette county, had 
his leg broken by a fall of coal. 

July 28. Richard McKinney, M. T. Davis & Co. No. 5 mine, 
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Fayette county, had his arm broken by a piece of slate falling on 
him in room No. 1 on No. 8 entry. 

July 30. H. P. Wolfe, Peerless mine, McDowell county, bad 
his thumb and indc^x finger cut off by the fan engine. 

Julv 81. Robert Graves, M. T. Davis & Co. No. 5 mine, Fav- 
ette county, had his foot mashed while riding up the inclined 
plane. 

July 81. James W. Whittock, M. T. Davis & Co. No. 5 mine, 
Fayette county, had a rib ))roken while riding up the inclined 
plane, caused by the cars jumping the track. 
• August 8. Henry Finney, Tidewater mine, McDowell county, 
had his left leg broken by letting apiece of loose slate, which was 
lying on top of a pile of coal, fall on him. 

August 10. John Thornton, Empire mine, McDowell county, 
lost an arm. While loading a car of coal at the face of his work- 
''ing place, a piece of slate fell striking his arm and crushing it so 
badly that amputation was necessary. 

August 12. Dalbert Reed, Gates mine No. 1, Taylor county, 
had his leg broken by a fall of coal while he was endeavoring to 
wedge it down. 

August 12. Andrew Jeffries, Bottotn Creek Miue, McDowell 
county, had his leg broken by a fall of slate. 

August 18. Frank Johnson, New England mine, Marion coun- 
ty, had his leg mashed by being caught between mine cars. 

August 25. George Finney, Pulaski mine, McDowell county, 
had his arm badly mashed by being caught by the mine cars. 

August 29. William Pondexter, St. Clair mine, Fayette coun- 
ty, had his ankle mashed by being caught between a mine car 
and a post. 

September 2. C. E. Lytor, Montana mine, Marion county, 
had both legs broken while standing between two cars which were 
in a trip of 50 cars. He was filling his oil can, and while stand- 
ing between the cars they were started and caught him, breaking 
a bone in each leg. 

September 5. George Napper, St. Clair mine, Fayette county, 
had his back and hips injured by means not stated in the acci- 
dent report. 

September 9. Bird Musefe, St. Clair mine, Fayette county, 
had his head injured by a fall of slate. 

September 15. J. A. Anderson, Pulaski mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, had his arm broken by being caught by the belt which drives 
the fan. 
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September 80. Jack Kelly, Montana mine, Marion county, 
had his left thigh cut and bruised by being run over by a mine car 
in front of which he accidentally fell. 

October 5. B. F. Dorsey, Thurmond mine, Fayette county, 
was injured in the small of his back and hips by a fall of a piece 
of slate which he knew to be loose. 

October 8. B. Flaherty, Despard mine No. 2, Harrison coun- 
ty, had his leg broken by a fall of coal. 

October 10. Nicholas Collins, M^est Fairmont shaft, Marion 
county, had his leg lacerated by being run over by a railroad car 
at the coke plant. 

October 12. Floyd Watkins, Montana mine, Marion county, 
had his finger broken while hooking a chain onto a sheave wheel. 

October 13. E. A. Freeman, Montana mine, Marion county, 
had the bridge of his foot broken by a fall of slate. 

October 19. Phillip Shepard, Crescent mine, Fayette county, 
had his arm broken by a car getting beyond control on the plane. 

October 28. J. W. Holland, (goodwill colliery, Mercer county, 
sustained a broken leg by a fall of slate. 

October 29. John Segolar, Montana mine, Marion county, 
was injured by a fall of slate. 

October 80. Joe Stifer, Montana mine, Marion county, was 
injured by a fall of slate.- 

November 2. John Morgan, Montana mine, Marion county, 
was injured by a fall of slate at the face of his working place. 
He had fired a shot and upon returning, to see the effect of the 
same, a piece of slate fell on him. 

November 5. Charles Stuckey, Montana mine, Marion county, 
had hie nose severely cut by colliding with a loaded mine car. 

November 5. John Blonor, Montana mine, Marion county, 
had his head cut by a lever falling on it while attempting to 
place a mine car on the track. 

November 6. George Powell, Pocahontas East mine, Mercer 
county, was injured slightly by a fall of slate. ' 

November 8. E. Dun, Tunnelton mine, Preston county, had 
his hip bruised by a fall of coal. 

November 14. Frank Stingo, New England mine, Marion 
county, had his shoulder dislocated and both legs fractured. He 
attempted to mount the mine cars at the entrance of the mine 
and fell under the same. 

November 14. J. P. Reynolds, McDonald colliery, Fayette 
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county, had his hip dislocated by causes not stated in the acci- 
dent report. 

November 17. Tucker Banks, Vulcan mine, Fayette county, 
was slightly injured by a fall of coal. 

November 18. VVinifrede McCon, Norfolk colliery, McDowell 
county, sustained a broken leg by a tall of draw slate in his work- 
ing place. 

November 18. Jackson Boyles, Monongah mine No. 2, Marion 
county, had his }>ack injured by a fall of slate. Assistant mine 
boss, James Rodger, was in his room and told him to work no 
longer under the slate which was loose, but he finished loading 
his car and whih^ doing so the slate fell and caught him. 

November 23. Bud Coon, Vulcan mine, Fayette county, was 
slightly injured by slipping off a lever with which he was engaged 
in replacing a mine car on the track. 

November 24. John Frazier, Vulcan mine, Fayette county, 
was slightly injured by being kicked otf a mine car by a mule. 

November 28. C. L. Myers, Tunnelton mine, Preston county, 
had his left broken by a fall of coal. 

November 29. Emory Wynes, Bottom Creek mine, McDowell 
county, had his foot mashed by a fall of slate. 

December 1. V. E. Tygart, Logan Consolidated mine, Mingo 
county, was seriously injured by being squeezed between the mine 
cars. 

December 8. Steve R<^susky, New England mine, Marion coun- 
ty, sustained a wounded scalp, a bruised chest, and a sprained 
ankle by a fall of slate. He had failed to examine the roof after 
making a shot and had not observed the danger which was im- 
minent. 

The same date George Resusky received a number of bruises by 
a fall of slate in his room with his brother, Steve Resusky. 

December 4. Eldridge Pannel, Peerless mine, M^DoweM coun- 
ty, had his finger cut ott" by having the mine cars run over him. 
He was .employed as a trapper and had gon(^ to sleep on the 
track. 

December 8. Robert Charleton, Monongah mine No. 2, Mar- 
ion county, had his thumb cut off. He was employed as engineer 
on an electrical mine locomotive, and in attempting to open the 
sand pipe while the locomotive was in motion lost his balance, 
and in attempting to cacth himself he gob his thumb caught in 
the gear. 
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December 9. G. H. Barnes, Monoiigah mine No. 2, Marion 
county, had his leg mashed by being caught between the bumpers 
of two raining cars. 

December 9. J. C. Lee, Monongah mine No. 3, Marion coun- 
ty, had his back injured by a piece of slate falling on him in his 
working place. 

December 10. M. J. Risdon, New England miiie, Marion coun- 
ty, had his foot and ankle mashed by being caught between the 
mine cars. 

December 16. Charles Sine, West Fairmont shaft, Marion 
county, had two fingers mashed off by the front end of a mine 
car jumping oft' the track and catching his fingers between the 
car and the roof. 

December 17. Charles Noel, Pocahontas East mine, Mercer 
county, was slightly injured by being caught between the rib of 
the coal and a mine car. 

December 21. Ed Perry, Crescent mine, Fayette county, had 
his feet badly injured by a fall of slate. 

December 23. Andy Linshock, New England mine, Marion 
county, sustained a wounded scalp and a fractured thigh by slate 
falling on him. 

The following named persons were slightly injured at the Elk 
Garden mines. Mineral county, on the dates stated opposite their 
names: 

Aug. 1st, John Burke. 

Aug. 28, Thomas Cooke. 

Sept. 4, P. C. Paugh. 

Sept. 7, Wilson Gray. 

Sept. 22, G. Jenkins. 

Oct. 1, C. N. Dyke. 

Oct. 7, A. E. Simmons. 

Dec. 20, A. Henry. 



NON-FATAL ACCIDENTS. 

1897. 

January 2. Joe Patent, Southside mine, Fayette count}'', had 
his clavicle dislocated by being knocked oft' a mine car by a mule. 

January 5. Aaron Lark, Greenbrier mine, McDowell county, 
bad bifl hip dislocated by a kettle hottom falling on him. 
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January 6. John Hornback, Red Ash mine, Fayette county, 
had his heel mashed by a small piece of slate falling on it. 

January 9. Pasquae Muun, Coketon m'ne No. 3, Tucker coun- 
ty, had his knee mashed by means not stated. 

January 13. J. A. Davidson, Louisville mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, had his foot bruised by the mine cars. 

January 13. John Ramsey, Southside mine, Fayette county, 
had his back bruised by a fall of slate. 

January 14. George Heck, Northside mine, Fayette county, 
had his arm fractured and back bruised ))y a fall of slate. 
. January 14. John Tucker, Crescent mine, Fayette county, was 
injured in his feet and face by a fall of slate. 
• January 22. Rawley Davis, Powhatan mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, had his foot badly mashed while attempting to stop a rail- 
road hopper under the tipple. 

January 2(5. Gaorge Cunningham, Buckeye mine, Mercer coun- 
ty, was severely injured by the rebound of one end of a mine 
car, on which he was standing, caused by slate falling on the op- 
posite end of the mine car. 

January 27. Stonewall Hansford, Coketon mine No. 3, Tucker 
county, had his arm broken by means not stated in the report. 

January 27. S. L. Merrifield, West Fairmont shaft, Marion 
county, had his ankle sprained while cleaning out a railroad car, 
caused by a grain door falling on him. 

January 29. Charles Hughes, Vulcan mine, Fayette county, 
was slightly injured by a fall of slate. 

January 29. J. C. Jenkins, Montana mine, Marion county, 
had his head cut by a fall of slate. 

February 1. George Anskaken, Thomas Drift mine, Tucker 
county, had his leg broken by causes not mentioned in the report. 

February 2. William Torrey, Vulcan mine, Fayette county, 
had a finger mashed by a car wheel. 

February 3. John Stercule, Glendale shaft, Marshall county, 
had his head cut badly by a fall of slate in his room.. His part- 
ner, who was wuth him at the time, was blightly injured. 

February 3. Hays Gaskill, Montana mine, Marion county, had 

his hand badly lacerated by having an iron rod, 2 inches by ono- 

half inch in section, forced through his hand while attempting 

to couple the (jrlp onto some loaded mine cars. 

February 4. Charles Marshall, New England mine, Marion 
county, had his finger mashed by being caught between the rib of 
the coal and the brake rod of a mine car. 
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February 9. Peter Phillips, Buckeye mine, Mercer county, 
had his hip bone fractured by being caught between a mule and 
a mine car. 

February 10. Thomas Hickman, Forest Hill mine, Fayette 
county, had his ankle sprained by a fall of slate which was due 
to his own carelessness. 

February 18. Perry Martin, Vulcan mine, Fayette county, 
had his arm scalded by the bursting of an oil barrel into which 
he foolishly inserted a red hot iron. 

February 15. M. A. Whitaker, Elkhorn Mine, McDowell 
county, had his leg broken by a fall of coal which he knew to be 
in an unsafe condition. 

February 15. John Wolfe, Crescent mine, Fayette county, 
had his leg broken by being caught between mine cars. 

February 15. M. A. Whitaker, Maybeury mine, McDowell 
county, had his leg broken by a fall of top coal. 

February 18. John A. Smith, Pearl Coal Co., Mingo county, 
was injured by a fall of coal. 

February 20. Mose Christian, Logan Consolidated mine, 
Mingo county, sustained a sprained ankle which was caused by 
the mine cars. 

February ^5. John Shields, Empire mine, McDowell county, 
received a compound fracture of the lower third of the humerous. 
He was riding on the front end of a mine car with his arm hang- 
ing on the inside of the car when a piece of slate fell on his arm. 

February 28. Michael Hanley, New England mine, Marion 
county, had his finger cut off by means not stated in the report. 

March 8. Frank Smart, Pulaski mine, McDowell county, had 
his hand mashed while coupling mine cars. 

March 5. Charles Gillispie, New England mine, Marion coun- 
ty, had his heel torn off. He was a helper on a mining machine 
and while tightening a nut on the forejack of the machine his 
wrench slipped, causing him to step on the chain of the ma- 
chine, which cut his heel almost entirely off. 

March 10. Herman Peffner, Campbells' Creek mine, Kanawha 
county, had his foot mashed by causes not stated in the accident 
report. 

March 11. Ernest Aultman, Elm Grove shaft, Ohio county, 
had his leg broken by a fall of slate. He had neglected to post 
the roof of his room properly. 

March 11. George Laughery, Monongah mine No. 2, Marion 
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county, had his leg crushed off. He mounted the mine locomo- 
tive as it passed him and allowed his leg to hang over the side of 
the locomotive, and it was caught between the locomotive and 
the rib of the coal and mashed so badly as to necessitate ampu- 
tation. 

March 12. R. Vanhook, Lynchburg mine, McDowell county, 
had his foot cut by a fall of slate. 

March 19 A. P. Crawford, Ronda mine, Kanawha county, had 
one bone of his right leg broken. He was engaged in cleaning up 
slate from the entry, and, in going from one slate fall to an- 
other, he ran into a piece of slate which had fallen on the road. 
He was riding on the. front end of the car and was caught be- 
tween the slate and car. 

March 18. Robert Gunno, Spring Fork mine, Kanawha coun- 
ty, had his leg crushed by causes not mentioned in the accident 
report. 

March 19. A. E. Phalen, Mecca mine, Fayette county, had 
his leg broken by falling from a trip of mine cars. 

March 20. S. P. Lampkin, Goodwill collierv, Mercer county, 
sustained a broken leg by a piece of slate falling against him 
while working in a break-through. 

March 24. Stewart Smith, McDonald colliery, Fayette coun- 
ty, had a leg broken by a fall of coal. 

March 25. J. H. Miles, Elkhorn mine, McDowell county, bad 
his arm and back hurt by being knocked down by a mule walk- 
ing against him. 

March 25. Mike Rounder, Greenbrier mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, had his nose and lip cut by a fall of coal while ho was mak- 
ing an undercut. He was disa])led for one month. 

March 27. John Fobis, Montana mine, Marion county, was 
injured by a fall of slate. 

March , Edward Whittaker, Austin mine, Preston county, 
had his finger mashed. 

April 8. Zeph Belcher, Goodwill colliery, Mercer county, sus- 
tained a broken leg by a fall of slate under which he was cau- 
tioned, by another miner, not to go. 

April (3. G. A. Jackson, Louisville mine, McDowell county, 
was bruised externally by being caught between mine cars and a 
ventilating door. 
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April 6. H. K. Dow, Elkhorn mine, McDowell couuty, had 
his head and back injured while driving a mule. He was stand- 
ing on the front end of a car and was not noticing the roof, when 
he came in contact w4th a low place in the roof, which caused him 
to be rolled across the top of the car. 

April 7. Will Carter, Vulcan mine, Fayette county, had his 
wrist fractured by being caught between the top of the mine car 
and the roof of the mine. 

April 9. Andrew Jacobs, Pulaski mine, McDowell county, had 
his hip broken by being caught ])etween mine cars. 

April 9. Charles Reppeth, St. Clair mine, Fayette county, had 
his foot badly cut by a car jumping the track and catching his 
foot in a frog. 

April 12. Bass Savage, Pearl Coal Co., Mingo county, had his 
leg injured by a mine car leaving the track. 

April 14. Jack Brooks, M. T. Davis & Co. No. 5 mine, Fayette 
county, had his arm broken by falling off No. 5 tipple onto the 
ground. 

April 14. H. Meadows, Spring Fork mine, Kanawha county, 
had his foot mashed by causes not mentioned in the accident re- 
port. 

April 15. Dave Patrick, West Fairmont shaft, Marion county, 
had his breast lacerated by being struck with a piece of a wooden 
rail with which he was endeavoring to place a derailed mine car 
on the track. 

April 20. Frank Pondexter, Goodwill colliery, Mercer county, 
had an arm injured by a piece of coal falling on him. 

April 23. Elias Stahl, Goodwill collier}'', Mercer county, had 
his- leg broken while working in a break-through. 

April 24. Robert Hicks, Louisville mine, McDowell county, 
had his side and hip bruised by a fall of slate. 

April 24. Albert Cook, Gilchrist mine, Ohio county, had his 
leg broken by a fall from a trip of mine cars. He was employed 
as a mule driver. 

April , Fleming Green, Dubrae mine, Fayette county, was 
slightly injured by a fall of slate. 

April 26. John Vincent, Louisville mine, McDowell county, 
had his arms and hands bruised by a fall of coal. 

Mav 1. Mat Johnson, Bottom Creek mine, McDowell county, 
had his ankle sprained by a fall of slate. 

May 6. George Parum, Shawnee mine, McDowell county, had 
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his leg broken while engaged in taking down some loose slate from 
the roof of a cross entry. 

May 10. John Yatske, Montana mine, Marion county, had his 
head injured by a fall of slate. 

May 11. Walter Rowe, Montana mine, Marion county, cut his 
thigh badly by falling on an oil bottle which he had in his 
pocket. 

May 11. Albert Mitchell, Pearl Coal Co., Mingo county, had 
his fingers badly bruised by having coal to roll on them. 

May 20. John Palmer, Turkey Gap mine, McDowell county, 
sustained a fractured ankle and a lacerated scalp by a fall of 
slate which he knew to be in an unsafe condition. 

May 20. James Demassly, Coketon mine No. 1, Tucker coun- 
ty, had his right leg broken in two places, on No. 1 coke plant, by 
having a pile of lumber fall on him. 

May 20. John W. Temp, Turkey Gap min«, McDowell county, 
had both ankles and knee sprained and muscles of the back badly 
injured by a fall of slate, which the injured knew to be unsafe. 

May 21. Robert Monal, West Fairmont shaft, Marion county, 
had his left hand badly cut with an axe which he was using to 
drive a wedge between a post and the roof of the mine. 

May 25. Frank Harper, Peerless mine, McDowell county, had 
his left knee dislocated, and sustained a compound fracture of 
the right leg by a fossil piece of slate falling on him. There 
was no indication that the fossil was likely to fall. 

May 28. Mike Bobchock, Montana mine, Marion county, was 
injured by being squeezed between a loaded car and the rib of 
the coal. 

May 28. Alex Chambers, Lynchburg mine, McDowell county, 
had his leg cut off and his head and foot lacerated. The injured 
was at his home when a railroad car was passing which the brake- 
man could not manage, and in his effort to assist the brakeman 
to control the car, he was caught under it. 

June 8. Edward Cundiff, New Haven mine, Mason county, 
had his leg broken. He jumped between two water wagons while 
they were in motion for the purpose of riding out of the mine. 
One of the wagons became derailed and caught his leg between 
the wagons. 

June 3. Charles Vickars, St. Clair mine, Fayette county, sus- 
tained injuries in bis back which will cripple him for life. 

June 8. Joseph Leonard Albert, Caswell Creek mine, Mercer 
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county, BustaiDed a compouDd fracture of the right thigh and a 
sprained ankle. He had taken the chock from under the Q^t 
wheel of a mine car and, in attempting to run in front of the car 
to apply the brake which was on the opposite side of the car, he 
fell down and was run over by the car. 

June 4. Lewis Glover, Gaston bine, Marion county, had his 
face burned slightly by a promature explosion of a shot. His 
brother, Samuel Glover, was killed in this accident. 

June 8. Richard Kephart, Maritime Mine, Mingo country, sus- 
tained a fracture of the superior maxillary and wounded about 
the face caused by a fall of slate in No. 5 room while he was en- 
gaged as helper on a mining machine. 

June 10. George Banko, Montana mine, Marion county, had 
his head lacerated by a fall of slate. 

June 11. Steve Tobacco, Montana mine, Marion county, had 
his foot mashed by a mine prop falling on it. 

June 12. Joe Morinko, Montana mine, Marion county was 
slightly injured by a fall of slate. 

June 12. Boyers Boyce, Montana mine, Marion county, had 
his head cut .by a lump of coal falling from the tipple and strik- 
ing him. 

June 12. Sandford , Elk Garden, Mineral county, had 

his head injured by a fall of slate and coal. 

June 15. William Robinson, Algoma No. 1 mine, McDowell 
county, had his foot and leg so badly mashed by the fall of a 
kettle bottom that it wag necessary to amputate the limb above the 
knee. 

June 15. Andy Satchady, Montana mine, Marion county, had 
his leg broken by a fall of slate. 

June 16. John Morgan, Montana mine, Marion county, was 
injured by a fall of slate. 

June 19. Charles Shearer, Elk Garden mine. Mineral county, 
had his back injured by a fall of coal. 

June 22. Morgan Pratt, Austin mine, Preston county, had his 
finger mashed. On July 6th, amputation of the finger was nec- 
essary. 

June 22. George T. Buconnor, Upland mine, McDowell coun- 
ty, sustained a fracture of the radius and bruises across the chest 
by coal falling on him in his working place. The injured re- 
ceived a weekly indemnity of $5.00 from an insurance association 
during the time that he was unable to resume work. 
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June 23. Brion Dickinson, Pocahontas East mine, Mercer 
jf ipounty, was slightly injured by a fall of the roof. 

June 25. Robert Price, Robins mine, Fayette county, was 
burned on the arms, side and legs by the explosion of a cartridge 
while he was placing a cap in the same. A spark from his lamp 
fell into the explosive and caused it to explode. 

June 26. William Eperson, Louisville mine, Mercer county, was 
bruised about the back and hips. He was coming out of a cross 
entry with a loaded mine car, and, failing to obey a trapper's sig- 
nal, collided with a car on the main heading. He was caught 
between the mule and car. The injured received $5.00 per week 
from an insurance association during the time he was confined 
by thfse injuries. 

June 80. Floyd Odor, Pocahontas East mine, Mercer county, 
was squeezed between the rib of coal and a mine car. 

The following named persons were slightly injured at the Elk 
Garden mines, Mineral county, on the dates stated opposite their 
names: 

Jan. 9, William Willis. 

Jan. 16, T. J. Boylon. 

Feb. 2, Bud Harvey. 

March 22, Henry Simmons. 

March 27, J. H. Moore. 

April 14, John Wilson. 

April 20. R. Russett. 

May 4, William Smysson. 

May 17, A. E. Simmons. 

May 18, J. R. Hanger. 

June 9, James Moore. 

June 14, A. T. Fleming, Jr. 

June 20, James Carney. 



Inspector of Mines. 

Accidents for Which No Dates Were Furnished, 
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J. C. Eskins, Ronda miie, Kanawha couLty, had his wrist 
stove up and some bons broken by being struck with the crowbar 
which he was using in an effort to place a loaded mine car on the 
track. 

Duck Jones Rush Run mine, Fayette county, fractured his toe 
by a car wheel. 

John Spradling, Rush Run mine, Payette county, was bruised 
on the side by being caught between mine cars and the rib of the 
coal. 
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County. 



Barbour. 



Brook 



Harrison 



Hancock.. 



Marion. 



Monongalia. 



Marshall 



Mineral 



Ohio 



Preston 



Taylor. 



Tucker. 



Name of Mine. 



Junior 

Hall 

Blanche 

Gilchrist 

Wellsburg 

Enterprise 

Goulson 

No. 2 and No. 3 

Howard ^ 

Despard- 

Pinulckinnick No. 1 

Farnum No. 4 

FallRuu No. 2 

Adaraston 

Glen Fails 

Briar Hill. 

Sl'lgo '. 

Marquet 

Palatine 

Aurora 

King 

Worthington _ 

Prlchard 

Chieftain 

Monongah Nos 3 and 4... 
Monongah Nos. 1 and 2... 

Gaston 

WVst Fairmont Shaft .... 

New England 

Montana 

Mason 

Central _ 

Opekiska 

Beechwood 

Glendale 

BoggsRun 

MoundsvlUe Shaft 

Schad 

Benwood Drift 

Windom 

Hampshire 

Warnock 

EJk Garden No. 6 

Gas Coal No 7 

Elm Grove Shaft 

Richland 

Whitaker & Manchester... 

La Belle 

Riverside 

Daugherty 

Austin 

Oakland ., 

Tunnelton 

West End 

Fahey 

Fleming ton 

Tyrconnell 

Foster 

Gates No. 1 

Douglas 



Name of 1 irm or Company. 



Junior Coal Co.... 
The Hall Coal Co 



Pan Handle Coal Co,.. 

Gilchrist Coal Co 

Forbes, Carmichael & 



Co. 



Samuel Hines & Co 

Coulson Coal & Coke Co .... 

Mt. Clare Coal Co 

Howard Coal A: Coke Co .... 
The Despard (Jas Coal Co... 

Pinnickinnlck Coal Co 

Pluni.;kinniclv Coal Co 

Finuickiunick Coal Co 

Adamsion Coal <Sc Cok* Co.. 
Glen Falls Coal A Coke Co.. 
Briar Hill Coal A Coke Co.. 

Mack Mfg. Co 

\V. S. Marquet 

NewburR Orrel C. & C. Co.. 
Newburg Orrel C. A C. Co.. 
The Va A Pittsburg C.ifcC. Co 
Worthington Coal it CokeCo 

Clark Coal & Coke Co 

I. \. Clark Coal A Coke Co. 
Monongah Coal & Coke Co. 
Monongah Coal & Coke Co. 

The Gaston Gas Coal Co 

WFst Fairmont C. <te C. Co... 
West Fnirmont 0. & C. Co... 

The Montana C. A C. Co 

Mason Coal A Coke Co, 

Oliver Jackson 

Opekiska Coal A Coke Co.... 
Patterson-Reisinger C.AC.C 

Glendale Coal Co 

Boggs Run M. A Mfg. Co .... 

Moundsville Coal Co 

McMillan Bros 

Wheeling Steel A Iron Co. .. 

Davis Coal A Coke Co 

Davis Coal A Coke Co. 
Piedmont Big Vein Coal Co. 
W. Va. (Jentral A P Ry. Co 
W. Va. Central A P. Ry. Co- 
Elm Grove Coal Co 

John P. Gilchrist 

T. E. Kasley A Son 

La Belle Iron Works 

Riverside Iron Woiks 

Patrick Daugherty 

Austin Coke Works 

Oakland Coal A CokeCo 

Merchants Coal Co 

West End Coal A Coke Co... 

Grafton Coal A Coke Co 

Flemington Coal A Coke Co. 
Nevvburg Orrel C. ti C. Co.. 
DehvortD A Bros., lessees... 
Gates Coal A Coke Co 

Cumberland Coal Co ... 



Post office. 



Blkins ... 
Philippi. 



Standard ... 
LazearviUe 
Wellsburg .. 



Enterprise . 
Enterprise . 
Mt Clare... 
Wilsonburg, 
Clarksburg 
Clarksburg . 
Clarksburg . 
Clarksburg . 
Clarksburg . 
Clarksburg . 
Fairmont. .. 



New Cumberland 
New Cumberland 



Palatine 

Baltimore, Md. 

Fairmont 

Fairmont- 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Monongah ... 

Monongah 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 

Fairmont 



Opekiska... 
Beechwood 



Glendale 

Wheeling. 

Moundsville. 

B»»nwood' 

Wheeling 



Savage 

Savage _ 

Barnum 

Blk Garden . 
Elk Garden . 

Elm Grove.... 
Wheeling. ... 

Wheeling 

Wheeling 

Wheeling 

Wheeling 



Austin 

Corinth 

i'uunelton. 
Tunnelton 



Grafton 

w'lemingtan, 
Tyrconnell . 

Astor 

Simpson 



Albert.. 
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LocatioD of Mines, Names of Superintendeuts ^nd Mine Bosses. 



Name of 
Superintendent. 



R. G. Plaskins 
D. H. Poling.. 



Lee O. Smltli„ 

A. Gilchrist 

J. W. M Carmichael... 



W. E Colburn. 
Jn>. Coulson.. . 
J. H. Hanson. 
Jno. Tempie ... 

Ward Lewis 

Jos L. Dixou 

J. L. Dixon 

J. L. Dixon 

T. M. Kelley ... 
Jao. F.Jones.. 
C. W Watson 



Name of Mine Boss 



H. C. Haskins 
D. H. Poling.... 



Thos. Rltson. 
Wm. Gilchrist. 
Posey Cheek 



S. G. Gaillard.. 
W. S. Marquet. 



M. D. Orr 

M. D. Orr 

R. M. Hite 

T. W. Arnett 

W. J. Clarke 

F. W. Mclutire... 
A.J. Rackman. . 
A. J. Ruokman... 

S S. Watson 

W. B. Brooks 

W. B.Brooks 

i^i. O. Gaskill 

A. B. McDonald, 
J. S. Jackson 



W. G. H. Crawford. 
£dward Snider 



F. H. B'ake 

Philip Kuuz ... 
Jno. W. Berry. 



Henry Riddle. 



O. Tibbets 

O. Tibbetts 

J. C. Watson 

W.T. Blacklston. 
W. T. Blacklston.. 



H. S Colburn... 
Jno. Goulson. ... 
W. P. Week ley. 

Jno. Temple 

J. W.Latstetter. 
Mathew Mannix. 
Wm. Shawhan ... 
T. N. iloberts ... 
T. M. Kelley 



Peter Gill. 



John Chromas 
Wilse Holmes 



J. C. McKinney.... 

J M. Henry 

R. M. Hlte 

Jno. F Bratt 

Jno. Prunty 

(.ieo. Coburn 

A.. E. Reppert 

S. A. Barnes 

G. B. Brown 

s. C. Wallace 

Chas Brooks 

O. E. Gaskill 

Presley Robinson. 
Loyd Fetty 



P. B. Robinson 
Wm. Reid 



Jno. Wallace.. 
Eugene Miller. 
E. C. lUckett.. 



J. B. Chambers 

John Aikeu 

W. H. Kasley 

C. A. Robinson 

GreorgeE. Wilkinson 
P. Daugherty 



George C. Shaw. 
R. J. Anderson. 
A.J. Bonafield .'.. 
R. S. La Rue 



John W. Fahey.. 
A. P. Goedecke.. 

J. H. Henry 

a. W. Dil worth, 
W.T. Gates 



J. B. Jenkins. 



Jas. H. Rankin. 
T. H. Tibbets... 
Dan'lLaughlin. 

F. Wilson 

F. Wilson 



Jno. Costeilow, Jr. 

John Aiken 

Ja3. Young 

Christian Baker. .. 
Louis Shaw 



Jas. M. Whitaker. 
Krvin Jennings... 
(tco CummiDgs . . 
R. S. Larue 



John W. Fahey..... 

S. S. Walter 

Robert Love 

G. W. Dilworth,.... 
David Williamson. 

Edward Pill 



Mine is Located On 



River. 



Tygarts. 
Tygarts. 

Ohio 



Ohio 


Ohio 


West Fork 


West Fork 


West Fork 


West Fork 

West Fork _ 

West Fork 


West Fork 


Vest Fork 

West Fork 


West Fork...„ 

West Fork _ 

Ohio 


Ohio , 



Tygarts 

Monongahela 

Tvgarts 

West Fork 

West Fork 

West Fork 

West Fork 

West Fork 

West Fork 

Monongahela. 

West Fork 

Monongahela., 
Monongahela.. 
Monongahela. 



Monongahela. 
Monongahela. 



Ohio. 

Ohio. 

Ohio. 

Ohio 

Ohio. 



Potomac. 

Potomac. 

Potomac 

Potomac 

Potomac. 



Ohio. 
Ohio. 
Ohio. 
Ohio. 
Ohio. 
Ohio. 



Tygarts 

Youghiogheuy. 

Cheat 

Tygarts 



West 
West 
West 
West 
West 



Fork 

Fork. 

Fork. 

Fork 

Fork. 



Railroad. 



W. Va. C. & P. 
B.&O 



P.C. C. ASt. L. 
P. C. C. ASt. L. 
P. C. 0, & St. L. 



M. R 

M.R 

W. Va. & P. 

B. & O 

M. R 

B &0 

M.R 

M.R 

B. <feO 

M.R 

MR 



P. C. C.&St. L.. 
P. C. C.«feSt. L. 



B. & O... 
F. M. <feP . 

B. &0 

M. R 

M R 

M. R 

M. R 

M R 

M. R 

B. & O.... 

M. R 

t?\M. & P. 
F. M. & P. 
B. & O .... 



F. M. <feP. 

F. M. <fe P. 



Blackwater. 



B. &0. 
B. &0. 
B. A O 
B. &0. 
B AO. 



W. Va. C. &P. 
W. Va. CAP. 



W. Va. C. A P. 
W. Va. C. A P. 



B. A O 

P. C. C. ASt. L ... 
Wheeling Terminal 



B. AO 
B. &0. 
B. AO. 
B. AO. 



B. AO.. 
B. A O. 
B. A O. 
B. A O 
B. A O. 
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120 
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CouHity. 



Tucker 



Mason 



Putnam. 



Kanawha 



Fayette 



Name of Mine. 



Coketon No. 2 

Goketon No. 8 

Thos. Drift No. 1, 
Thos. Drift No. 2. 
Chems Shaft 



Hartford 

Camden 

Hope 

Juhling 

New Haven, 
small Mines. 



Florence 
Bancroft 



Name of Firm or Company. 



Davis 
Davis 
Davis 
Davis 
Davis 



Coal & 
Coal & 
Coal it 
Coal «& 
Coal & 



Coke Co„ 
Coke Co. 
Coke Co. 
Coke Co. 
Coke Co. 



Harford City Salt Co 

Camden Clay Co 

Hope Salt & Coal Co 

Liverpool Salt & Coal Co 

Consumer.-? Coal <fe MiningOo 



The Marmet-Smith C.it M 
>lrs. B. McQuicken 



Co 



Plymouth Carver Coal Co 



St. Mary's 

Graham 

Elk River 

Falling Rock 

Campbells Creek No. 1.. 

Spring Fork 

Maiden 

Qaincy 

Pea body 

Black Diamond 

Coalburg 

Ronda 

Keystone 

A.cme 

Kmpire 

North 

South 

Wrightville 

Charlmore 

Leus Creek 

Big Black Band 

Kanawha Two Mile 

Brabbin 

Monarch 

No. 1& No. 2 

CaniiAl 

No. 2 Gas 

Staunton , 

Ann 

Black Cat 

East Bank 

Belmont 

Riverside 

Montgomery 

Consolidated.. 

Chesapeake, 

Lewiston No. 2 

Mammoth 

Crown Hill 



Boomer 

Digby 

Gt Kanawha No. 
No. 5 & Eureka . . 

Mecca No. 1 

Mecca No 2 



Robert Bibby 

Elk River Coal A Mining Co 

.1. B. Carson 

Falling Rock Cannel Coal Co 

Campbells Creek Coal Co 

Campbells < ireek Coal Co . . . 

J. Q. Dickinson & Co 

.1. Q. Dickinson «fc Co 

Peabody Coal Co 

Li Chandler. Rec_ 

Robinson Coal Co 

Coalburg Colliery Co 

Stevens Coal Co 

Stevens Coal Co 

Stevens Coal Co._ 

Winlf rede Coal Co 

Winifrede Coal Co 

Winifrede Coal Co 

The Charlmore Coal Co 

Lens Creek ( ;oal & Coke Co . 

Big Back Band Co 

(Small country mines) 

Brabbin Coal Co 

M onarch Coal Co 

Big Mountain Mining Co 

LJaunelton Ooal Co 

Cannelton Coal Co 

Staunton Coal Co 

Thomas-Scholtz Coal Co 

The Kanawha Splint Coal Co 

McUallister & Co 

Belmont Coal Co 

Riverside Coal Co 

Montgomery Coal Co 

Montgomery Coal Co 

Chesapeake Mining Co 

Toe KelJys Creek Coal Co. . . 

United ^ oal Co 

Crown Hill Colliery Co 



Postoffice. 



Coketon. 

Coketon. 

Thomas 

Thomas 

Thomas 



Hartford City 

Spilman 

Mason 

Hartford 

Soilman . 



Raymond City. 

Bancroft /- 

Plymouth 



Boomer Coal & Coke Co. 



Col 
Col. 



I'he Gt. Kanawha 
Thp (xt. Kanawha 

M T. Davis & i;o 

Mecca Coal & Coke Co 
Mec( a Coal & Coke Co 



Co. 
Co 



Struighan |Coal Valley Mining Co. 

Crescent W. R. Johnson 

Harewood. 
Edgewater. 
Diamond . . 

Eagle 

No. 1 .t No. 



W . R . Johnson & Co . . . 

Carver Bros 

..._ Wyant Coal & Coke Co 

Wyant Coa! & Coke Co 

2 iTheSt. Clair Co 



Graham Mines. 
Graham Mines. 

Charleston 

Jordan ... 

Maiden 

Maiden 

Maiden 

ly alden 

Shrewsbury 

Lewiston 

Coalburg 

Ronda 

Coalburg 

Coalburg 

Coalburg 

Winifrede 

Winifrede 

Winifrede 

Hernshaw 

Hernshaw 

Hernshaw 



Hernshaw ... 

Monarch 

Cedar Grove. 
Cannelton . . . 
Cannelton ... 
Mammoth . . . 
Mammoth . . . 
East Bank ... 
East Bark ... 
Crown Hill... 
Riverside .. . . 
Montgomery. 
Montgomery. 

Handiey 

Mammoth ... 
Mammoth . . . 
Crown Hill.. 



Vu lean IThe M t . Carbon Co . L't'd. 



Mt. Carbon .. 
Mt. Carbon ... 
M t Carbon . . 
Montgomery. 
Montgomery. 
Montgomery. 
Montgomery. 

Crescent 

Harewood ... 
Edgewater... 

Bngle 

Eagle . 

Kagle 

Powellton 



Inspector of Mines. 
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Location of Mines, Names of Superintendents and Mine Bosses. 



Name of 
Superintendent. 



J.C. Brydon.. 
J. O Brydon.. 
\V. R. Davis . . 
W. R_ Davis .. 
W. R. Davis .. 



D. E. Newton 
M.G.Tyler . 
D. C. Davis.., 



H. L. Roush. 



£d Schonebaum. . 
D. H. McQuicken 
Jas_ Carver 



Robert Bibby. . . 

T. J. Mason 

J . B . Carson 

M . F Spruce . . . 

.T. E. Dana 

J. K. Dana 

Wm. Dickinson 
Wm, Dickinson 
J. A. Cancer 



Arthur Robinson . 

J. W. Moore 

E F. Stevens 

E F. Stevens 

E. F St«vens 

R.B. Cassady 

R . B . Cassady 

R. B. Cassady 

W. ChaTnb'»rlain. . . 
Morris O Brooks^, 
A.M. Wooldrldge. 



Robert Brabbin, Jr 

.T. D. Harris 

H. W. Leitch 

Henry Davis 

Henry Davis 

M . Beem 

a. Scholtz 

•X. E. Lair 

Jas Kelso 

•X. E. Emberton.... 

O. Scholz 

S. H. Montfiromery. 
S. H. Montgomery. 

J. B. JiOwis 

A. C. Finley 

J. M. DavJs 

Robert Manchline. 



A. <J, Masters 

Symington Macdonald. 
Symiugtoii Macdonald. 

M. T. Davis 

Jnti n Carver 

htL n Carver 

Jnti a W . Scraughau 

Thos A. Bertram 

^. I^. T^eavell 

Snoob Carver 

Hi J 11am VVyant 

Ji'''JLI*^» Wyant 

^- T. r)avi8 

D.T. J^vaus 



Name of Mine Boss. 



Jas. Luzader... 
J. S. Brophy.. . 
George Martin. 

C. H. Bice 

Geo. Jenkins. . 



Richard Jenkins. 

J. Armstrong 

Henry Williams.. 

S. Edwards 

Henry Wheatley. . 



Lewis Travillion 



Poca 

Gt. Kanawha. 
W. H. Mease Gt. Kanawha. 



Mine is Located On 



River. 



Blackwater 
Black water 
B.ack water 
Blackwater 
Blackwater 



Ohio 

Ohio 

Onio 

Ohio 

Ohio 

Gt. Kanawha. 



Railroad. 


W, 
W. 

w. 
w. 
w. 


Va. C.& P 

Va. C. & P 

Va. C. & r 

Va C. & P 

Va. 0. <kP 






Robert Bibby. . 
W G. Watson 



J«s. D. Harrington 
Wm B calderwood 
Wm. B. Calderwood 

D. Howery 

John ML. Morris 

J. J Neylou 



James McCreary.. 
A. P. Crawford. . . 
John S. Holmes.. 
John Shearer, Sr. 
John Shearer, Sr. 

Jas. Youell 

Jas. Youeli 

HiCarr 

B L Coulter 

J. W. Noble 

L. W. Pryor 



L. N. Perry 

Chas. Armstrong. 

Jas. Morgan 

Robt. Taylor 

H. B. Alexander. . . 

M, Beem 

F. L Robinson — 

D. B. Howery 

Thos, Mc allister. 
P. H Emberton.. . . 

Jas. Miller 

Ed Pinkney 

Ed l*inknev 

A.lex Himpson — 

J. M. Davis 

H. Procter 

Jas. Manchiine 



A.lex Crouce. . . 

Thomas Foney 

John Holmes . 

(ieorg*- Frazer. 

J. H. Tasher... 

J. H Taskftr... 

Frank Allen.. 

Jas Giles 

Odell 

E Carver 
I^iruug . . . 

Thos. Lloyd. . . 

A. P. Sheare. . . 

F. S. Carroll... 



iBob 
iJno. 
Jos. 



Elk 

Klk 

Elk 

Elk 

(rt. Kanawha. 
Gt. Kanavfrha. 
Gt. Kanawna. 
tvt. Kanawha. 
Gt. Kanawha. 
Gt. Kanawha. 
Gt Kanawha. 
Gt. Kanawha. 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Gt. Kanawha. 



C,& O ... 

Winifrede. 

(U. Kanawha 1 Winifrede 

(it. Kanawha. 
Gt Kanawha. 
Gt. Kanawha. 
Gt. Kanawha 
Gt. Kanawha 
(U. Kanawha, 
(it. Kanawha. 

Kanawha 

Gt. Kanawha. 
Gt Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kan4'wha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kanawha 

Kauawha 



61 
62 
68 
64 
66 

O. R 66 

O.R. 67 

O. R 68 

O. R 69 

O. R 70 

71 

K. & M 72 

K. & M 78 

K. A M 74 

C. 0. <& S 75 

C. C. &8 76 

C.C. AS 77 

C. C. AS 78 

K. A M 70 

K. *M 80 

K. AM 81 

K. & M 82 

K. &M 83 

K. & M 84 

C. AO 85 

C A 86 

C A 87 

C. AO ! 88 

89 
90 
91 

Winifrede 92 

W. Va.S 98 

W. Va. S 94 

W. Va. S 95 

96 

W. Va S 97 

K.AM 98 

K A M 99 

K.AM 100 

K. A M 101 

K.AM 102 

K. A M 103 

C. AO 104 

C. AO 105 

C. AO 106 

K. A M 107 

C. A 108 

C. AO 109 

C. A 110 

IC. A M Ill 

K. A M 112 

C. AO 113 



Kanawha. 
Kanawha. 
Kanawha. 
Kanawha. 
Kanawha . 
Kanawha. 
Kanawha. 
Kanawha. 
Kanawha. 
Kanawha. 

New 

New 

New 

New 



K. 

C. 

c 

c. 

G. 
C. 
C. 
K. 
K. 
C. 
G. 
C. 
C. 
P. 



A M. 
A O. 
A O. 
A () 
A O. 
AO. 
AO 
A M 
A M. 
A O. 
AO 
A O 
A O 
AP. 



■ • • . ■ 



525 
o 



114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
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o 



128 
129 
130 
181 
182 
188 
184 
136 
136 
187 
138 
189 
140 
141 
142 
148 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
151 
15'i 
153 
154 
165 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
161 
162 
168 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 

170 

171 
172 
178 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 

179 
180 
181 
382 
188 
184 
185 
186 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
198 
194 
195 



County. 



Fayette 



Raleigh 



Mercer .... 



McDowell 



Name cf Mine. 



Gauley Mountain 

Gaymont 

Sunny Side 

Elmo... 

Fayette 

Nuttaliburp 

Keeney'8 Creek 

Browns 

Thurmond 

North Side 

Sewell 

Cunard 

Brooklyn - 

Fire Creek 

Red Ash 

»;entral 

Echo 

LJaperton 

Rush Run 

Dimmnck 

south Side 

stone Cliff 

Beechwood and Keystone 

Alaska 

Slater 

No.8, or Quinnimoni .... 

Greenwood 

Rollins 

Laurel '^reek 

Harvey 

Star 

Sun 

Collins 

Dunloop 

Turkey Knob 

Macdonald 

Mt. Hope 

Boone 

No. 1 and No. 2 Ballinger 

Smokeless 

Da Brae 

Blume 



Name of Firm or Company. 



Post Office. 



■ I 



Royal, 



West 

Goodwill Colliery. 

Louisville 

Buckeye 

'JasweJl Creek 

Alliance 

Sterling 

Coaldale 



The Gauley Mountain C. Co. 
Deitz-M«sfer8oii C. <fc C Co. 

Thomas Coal Co 

New River Mining Co 

Kayeiie Coal <fe Coke Co 

Nuitallbiirg Coal <fe Co«e Co 
Nuttallburg Coal & Coke Co 

Brown Coal Cr» 

The Thurmond CoalLO 

New River Coke Co 

Longdale Iron Co 

Cunard (^oal Co 

Brooklyn Coal Co \ 

File Creek Coal & Coke Co. 

RedAshCoai Co 

Central Coal Co 

^m. Beury, Cooper & <)o. . . 
Wm. Beury . Cooper iV Co. . . 
Rush Run Coal ^V: Coke Co. 
Dimmock Coal & Coke Co. 

New River Coke Co 

Beury Coal A Coke Co. . . . 
Beechwood Coal <Si Coke Co. 
The Alaska Coal <fe Coke Co. 
Sterling Coal & Coke Co ... 

Quinnimort Coal Co 

Greenwood CohI Co 

The Robins Coal Co 

Laurel Creek Coal Co 

Harvey Coal & O'^ke Co 

The Star Coal tt Coke Co. . . . 

^un Coal X Coke Co 

Collins Colliery Co 

Dunloop Coal it Coke Co . 
The Turkev Knob Coal Co.. 
The Ma' donald Colliery C-.. 
Sugar Oref-k Coal .V C^ke Co 

Boone Coal <fe Coke Co 

Ballinger Coal Co 

Smokeless Coal Co 

Rothwell ('oal Co 

Blume Coal A Coke' Co 

Royal Coal «V: Coke Co. ... 

Southwest Va, Invpr. C ) 

Tlie Gooow 111 C. iV C. Co . . . 
Louisville Coal A Coke Co.. 
Buckeye Coal vV Coke Co. . . . 
Caswell Creek C. & C Co.. 
Booth- Bowen (;. it C Co. . . 

Mill Creek C. it C. Co 

Mill CreekC.it C. Co 



Elkhorn 

Shamokin 

J^orfolk Colliery 

Angle Colliery* 

Lick Branch 

Turkey Gap 

Houston 

('rozer 

ITplaud No. 1 and No. 2. 

Powhatan 

Lvnchburg Colliery 

Klk Ridge 

Aigoma No 1 and No 2. 

Arlinglington 

Rolfe 

Roanoke 

Indian Ridge 



Klkborn Coal & Coke C » .. 
Shamokin Coal <fe Coke Co. 

Norfolk C it C. Co 

Norfolk C. it C. Co 

Norfolk C. it C. Co 

Turhey Gap Coal it Coke Co 
Houston Coal & Coke Co . 

CrozerCoal it Coal Co 

Upland Coa' it Coke Co 

lN>wh<»tan Coal <t CokeCn.. 
Lvnchburg Coal <t Coke Co. 
Kik Ridge Coal it Coke Co. . 
Aigoma Coal & Cohe Co. . 
Arlingion Coal «t Coke Co.. 

Rolfe Coal .t Coke Co 

The Roanoke Coal it Coke Co 
Indian Ridge C. it C. Co 



Ansted 

Hawk's Nest 

Hawk, 8 Nest 

Elmo 

Fayette 

Nuttallburg 

Nuttailburg 

Nuttallburg 

Concho 

Caperton 

Sewell 

Ruph Run 

Rush Run 

Rush Rnn 

Rush Run 

Vire Creek 

Beury 

Caperton 

Rush Run 

Ihurmond 

< apertou 

Stoue Cliff 

Stone ClilT 

Stone Uliff 

Colt 

Quinniniont 

QulnniniODt 

Quinuimont 

(q^uionimont 

BieSell 

Red Star 

Sun 

Coiliusville 

Dunloop 

M«cdonaid 

Macdonald 

Mt. Hope 

Winoua 

Nuttallburg 

Winona 

Nuttall 

Lookout 

Prince 

Pocahontas, Va. 

(ioodw'll 

Goodwill 

Br^mwell 

Freeman 

Bramwell 

Coopers 

Coopers 

Maybeury 

Mfcybeury 

Maybeury 

Maybeury 

Maybeury ...... 

BuuiS ...*. 

Klkhorn 

Klkhorn 

Elkhorn 

I'owhaian 

Kyle 

Kyle 

.ilgoma 

McDowell 

Worth 

Worth 

Worth 



Inspector of Mines. 
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Location of Mines, Names of Superintendents and Mine Bosses. ■ 



Name of 
Superiutendent. 



William N. Page. . . 
J. W MHSterson... 

JL>. R. Bishop 

T. W. Burke 

J A Boone 

W. H. Holland... 

W. H.Holland 

P. H. Brown 

G. II. Unperton... 
G H . Caperton . . . 

J A McGuffin 

F. Howald 

F. Howald 

<T. H. Caperton... 

F. Howald 

J. R. Seal 

Thos C Beury — 

Ttios. C. Beury 

V Howald 

W.H. Thayer. 

G. H f'liperton 

O. C. Kubach 

C C. Beury 

George Liwton . . . 
(1. C. Beury 

D . Munday 

W. A. Brown 

C. H Robins 

J . A. Brown 

J. B. McGuffin 

(ileorge W.Jones.. . 

Jamed Laing 

Justus <'ollin8 

T E Walker. .. . 
Bdward Orickmer. 
S. Dixon 

E. amltri 

W. F. Boone 

Geo Holland 

John I. Campbell. 
H\ 8. Rothwell 

D. W. Boone 



Jas. Kay. 



William Lang... 
Philip Goodwill. 
Jarius Collins. . 
John D. Hewlt.. 

.renkln Jones 

J. P. Howen 

John Cooper 

John Cooper 



J, E. Barlow 

J. A. Cardwpll . . 
Mnart; M. Buck. . . 
Stuart M. Buck — 
K S. Hutchinson. 

W H r-tcQuai 

T. E Houston 

J. J. Tiern*»y 

K)lfe Grehardt 

L E. Tierney 

L. K. TierDcy 

L E. Tierney 

^\' . fl. Th« mas.,... 

Jan. Johnston 

Geo. H. Paddock. . 

A D. Rice 

C. botsford 



Name of Mine Bass 



J. W. Straughan .. 
J. C Glnninger..., 

A. S. SIke 

Da»« Holmes 

Val. Bachmanu.. 

Jas. Slmms 

J.W. Sma.l 

P. H: Brown 

Vrthur Boyd. ... 

Thos. Boyd 

T. G Burke 

David Evlndor... 

Joseph Perry 

Robt. Boyd 

John Lalng 

R. J. RHey 

Geo. McDaniel 

Wm. Dower 

J. N. Schweitzer ... 

Geor»re Moran 

J. C (iilman 

W. G McDaniel.. 

R. B. Harmon 

H. C. Peters 

K I. Robertson.. 
Jno. Mcluiorih... 

W. Crukiner 

William Hunter. . 

J. A Brown 

A'ex Gibson.. . 
David Stoddart.. 



Thos. T. Lewis, 
E. T. Hudson 



V. A. Miller 

Waymon Hurt — 
A J. Thompson. . 
Richard Sevmour. 
Wm. R. Hail . ... 
Chas. lliggins... . 
Thos. Stead 



David Lving. 



R. 1). Baldwin 

J. W. Foy 

M. T. Saunders. . . 

Thos. (ient 

Milton (iilmore. . . . 
Thomas E. Thomas 

James Booih 

Thomas Williams.. 



Wa ker. . . , 
Stephens 



H. C. 
K. M 
las. W. Devenny 

W. F. VN liitt 

Wiilium .Moon 

Jas. llopk'ns 

Henj L3vvis 

Samuel Evmus . . . 

.1. K. Fianner 

James Hether.nan. 
Wm He^herman... 

C A. Devennv 

w .1. Piicliar(i 

Robe, lielsliaw 

Evan Davis 

B. F, Tipton . ... 
J. C. Cole 



Mine is Located On 



River. 



New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
N'evv 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 

New 

New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 
New 

New 



Bluestone 
Bluestone 
Bluestone 
Bluestone 
Bluestone 
Bluestone 
Bluestone 
Kikhorn . 



Elkhorn 

Elktiorn 

K khorn .. . .• 

Blkhorn 

Kikhoru 

Kikhorn 

Elkhorn 

Kikhorn 

Elkhorn 

Kikhorn 

Kikhorn 

Klkh 'rn 

N. f )rk hrnch Kikhorn 
Sorth fork of Kikhoru 
North fork of EUhorn 
Sorth fork of Elkhorn 
North fork of Elkhorn 



Railroad. 



Ansted 

C. & O 

C. & O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

O. A O 

C. A o 

C A o 

c. & o 

C. dk O 

C. A O 

C. & O 

C. & O 

C. A O 

C. & O 

C. & 

C. & O 

C. & O 

C. A o 

C. A o 

c. & o 

C. A o 

C. & o 

C. A O 

c. & o 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

C. A O 

Kelley's Creek. 
Kelley's Creek. 
Kelley's Creek. 
Kelley's Creek. 
Kelley's Creek. 

C. A O 



N. 
N. 

N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 

N. 

N. 
N. 
N. 

N. 
N. 
N. 

N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
IN. 



A W. 
A W. 
AW 
AW. 
& W. 
AW 
AW. 
AW. 

A W 
A W 

A W. 
AW 
A W 
A W 
AW. 
A W 
A W. 
A W . 
A W. 
A VV . 
A W 
A W. 
AW. 
AW 
AW. 



128 
129 
130 
181 
182 
188 
134 
135 
186 
187 
188 
180 
140 
141 
142 
148 
144 
145 
146 
147 
148 
149 
150 
161 
152 
158 
154 
155 
156 
157 
158 
159 
160 
1«1 
162 
163 
164 
165 
166 
167 
168 
169 

170 

171 
172 
173 
174 
175 
176 
177 
178 

179 

180 

1181 

i]82 

18;j 

184 
185 
18^ 
187 
188 
189 
190 
191 
192 
193 
194 
195 
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fej 



County. 



196 

m 

198 
199 
200 

2or 
ao2 
aas 

204 
205 
206 
207 

208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
•218 
214 
215 
216 
217 



McDowell. 



Mingo. 



Name of Mine, 



Gilliam 

McDowell 

Greenbrier 

Asbland 

Keystone 

eulaskl 

Kur«;ka Colliery 

Shawnee 

Empire 

Peerless 

Bottom Creek... 
Tidewater 

Thacker 

Mingo 

Maritime 

Consolidated . . . 

Lynn 

Pearl 

Grapevine 

Camp Branch... 
Freeport No. l.. 
Neil and Finn.. 



Name of Firm or Company. 



Gilliam Coal & Coke Co. . . . 
McDowell Coal & Coke Co.. 
Greenbrier Coal & Coke Co. 
Ashland Coal & Coke Co. . . . 
Keystone Coal & Coke Co.. 

PalaHki Iron Co 

Eureka Coal & Cohe Co 

Shawnee Coal it Coke Co 

Empire Coal <& Coke Co 

Peerless Coal & Coke Co 

Bottom Creek C «* C. Co. .. . 
Tidewater Coal & Coke Co.. 

Thacker Coal * Coke Co 

Miogo Coal «fe Coke Co 

Maritime Coal Co 

Logan Consolidated Coal Co 
The Lynn Coal A Coke Co. . 

Pearl Cial Co 

Grapevine Coal Co 

Camp Branch C. & C. d) 

Freeport Coal A Mining Co 
Nell A Finn 



Post Office. 



GllUam. .. 

McDowell. 

McDowell. 

Ashlaqd... 

Keystone... 

Eckman... 

Eckman... 

Eckman... 

Landi^rafT. 

Vivian.... 

Vivian..... 

Tidewater, 



Thacker . 
Hatfield . . 
Thu}ker .. 
Mate wan . 
Sheppard 
DiBgeS4 ... 
Bdgarton 
Dlngess.. 
Dlngess . 
Dlngess... 



Inspector of Mines. 
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Location of Mines, Names of Superintendents and Mine Bosses. 



Namp of 
Superintendent. 



Jas. Johnston 

John Cooper 

Jaims Collins 

Gottlieb Mayer 

J. K. F. Steele 

S. K. Morris 

L. E Tlerney 

P. P.Flanagan 

wm. D. Ord 

H.B. Wright 

Wm. Spencer 

Jae). Job nston 

A. Moore 

Jas. R. Shanklin, Rec'r 

«». H.. Mtller 

Herbert R. Hanter 

A Moore 

C P. MoCafferty 

John Wooicock 

Matbew Wilson .'. 

William Neil 



Name of Mine Boss, 



Joseph Cooper 

Thos. Devneu 

Alex Planner 

Thos. N. Dougherty 

John Murray 

Geo. Dawson 

A. Devenney 

P.Hayea 

J. M. ShAnk 

M.Hall 

B. D. Williams 

T. L. Booth 



M. F. Booth 

W. r.Ratliff... 
John Moody . . . 
S. S. Lambert . 
Geo. W. Coffey 
David S warts... 

Mike Molten 

E. Thomas , 

James Turner.. 
William Neil. . 



Mine Is Located on 



River. 



North fork of Elkhorn 
North fork of Elhhorn 
North fork of Kikhom 
Vorth fork of Elkhorn 

Elkhorn 

Elkhorn 

Elkhorn 

Elkhorn 

Elkhorn 

Elkhorn 

Blkhorn 



Big Sandy... 
Big Sandy... 
Big Sandy... 
Big Sandy... 
Big Sand IT. .. 

Twelve Pole. 
Big Sandy... 
Twelve Pole. 
Twelve Pole. 
Twelve Pole 



N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 
N. 

N 

N. 

N. 

N. 

N 



Railroad.' 



& W 
& W, 






W. 
W. 

w. 



A W. 
& W 
A W. 
A W. 
<fc W. 
Jb W. 
A W. 



A W_. 

A W. 

A W... 

A W.. 

A W. 

A W. 

A W. 

A W.. 

A W.. 



o 



106 
197 
IPS 
ISO 

aoo 

201 

ao2 

208 
204 
205 
20A 
207 

208 
209 
210 
211 
212 
218 
2U 
215 
2W 
A W 1217 
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Table Showing the Number of Men Employed, Kind of Min^ 
OveiiB and the Principal Points. 
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Opening, Kind and Thickneaa of the Coal Worked, No. of Coke 
to Which the Coal is Shipped. 
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INSPECTIONS OF MINES. 



JAMES W. PAUL, 
Chief Inspector, Charleston. 



STEPHEN A. LEWIS, 
Inspector 1st District. 



JERRY MEADE, 
Inspector Snd Disti'ict. 



JOHN I. ABSALOM, 
Inspector Srd District. 



WM. J. PREECE, 

Inspector J^th District. 



The iDspections made cover the period from May 18th, '97, to 
July 81st, 1897. No record has been made of the iDspectioDS 
made by the retiring inspectors for the ten and one-half months 
(10^) months ending June 18th, 1897. This, therefore, necessi- 
tates the record of inspections to cover the month of July in order 
that all the mines in the State be given some note in this report. 
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FIRST DISTRICT. 

Stephen A. Lewis, Inspector^ 

Fairmont, W. Va. 

Inspection of the mines in the counties of 

Barbour, Marion, Ohio, 

Brooke, Monongalia, Preston, 

Harrison, Marshall, Taylor, 

Hancock, Mineral, Tucker. 

BARBOUR COUNTY. 

Junior Mhie^ belonging to the Junior Coal Company. Post- 
oflSce, ElhinB^ W. Va. 

July 20th, the above mine was visited and an inspection made 
of the workings. This mine is located on the line of the West Vir- 
ginia Central & Pittsburg R R., on the course of Tygart's Valley 
river near the county line of Barbour and Randolph, and is a 
drift mine which works the Freeport coal, at this place 5 feet 6 
inches thicfe. This coal is locally named the Roaring Creek. 

This mine is not in a good condition, not suflBcienl air for the 
miners; the mine is ventilated by means of 9k fire hashet which is 
not equal to the demands made upon it. A furnace was recom- 
mended as a better means of ventilating the mine. 

The drainage and roads are in poor condition. Suggestions 
were made, which, if followed, will remedy these matters. 

There is no second opening as required by section 6 of the mine 
law. The violation of this section was cited the oflBcers of the 
company and recommendations were made in regard to the plac- 
ing of ventilating doors and brattices for the proper directing of 
the air currents. 

R. Q. Haskins, Supt. H. C. Haskins, Mine Boss. 



Hall Mincy belonging to The Hall Coal Company. Postoffice, 
Philippic W. Va. 

This mine is located one mile north of Philippi on the line of 
the Baltimore & Ohio R. R. Co., and is a drift mine of small pro- 
portions employing about 80 men. 

D. H. Poling, Supt. and Mine Boss. 

BROOKE COUNTY. 
BUmche Mine^ belonging to the Blanche Coal Company. Post- 
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oflBce, New Cumberland^ W. Va,, is located one mile west of Col- 
liers, on the line of the P. C. C. & St. L. R. R. 

On June 29th the above mine was inspected and found to be in 
a good condition with the exception of some parts of the roads, 
which were somewhat muddy. The workings were in good condi- 
tion. At the date of this inspection the miners, numbering about 
35, were on a strike, which was brought obout by the company 
putting diamond screen bars in the shute in which the coal is 
screened previous to its being weighed. 

L. 0. Smith, Supt. Thomas Ritson, Mine Boss. 

Gilchrist Mine^ belonging to the Gilchrist Coal Company. 
PostofBce, Lazearville^ IF. Va. 

June 28th this mine. was visited but an inspection was not 
made, owing to the mine being idle on that day. 

This mine is 1^ miles north of Lazearville, on the line of the P. 
C. C. & St. L. R. R., and is equipped with railroad and river tip- 
ples. The mine being about 1,000 feet up the mountain, the coal 
cars are run down a gravity plane to the tipples. 

This mine is mapped to date, but the superintendent declined 
most emphatically to furnish the State a copy of the map. 

Legal process will be resorted to in case the map is not forth- 
coming within a reasonable length of time. 

Alex .Gilchrist, Supt. William Gilchrist, Mine Boss. 

Wellshurg mhu^ belonging to Forbes, Carmichael & Co., P. O. 
Wellsbioy^ W. Va,^ is located at Wellsburg on the line of the P. 
C. C. & St. L. R. R. 

June 28th. The lease which this mine has been working will 
very shortly be exhausted and the company contemplates disso- 
lution about the first of September. 

Notice was given this company that before abandoning the 
mine they comply with the law which requires the map of the 
mine to be extended and copies furnished the inspector of mines 
and the Clerk of the County Court of the county in which the 
mine in located. 

J. W. Carmichael, Supt. Posey Cheak, Mine Boss. * 

HANCOCK COUNTY. 

Sligomine^ belonging to the Mack Manufacturing Company, P. 
O. Xeic Cuniberland^ W\ Fa., is operated for the purpose of fur- 
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nishijig fiiel for the brick works of this company. This mine is 
located at Corinth. 

June 29th, this mine was inspected and found to be in a very 
unfavorable condition. The ventilation was not suflBcient, which 
in a measure, was due to the faulty manner in which the 8 foot 
fan had been placed, but it was also found that the return airway 
leading to the fan was contracted in places to three feet square. 
The brattices were in a bad condition and were being neglected. 
The roads were wet and, muddy, and the general conditions gave 
evidence of neglect or incompetent underground management. 
The fact that the mine has not been inspected heretofore may ac- 
count, in some degree, for the condition of this mine. 

Instrustiona were given to remedy the matters here reported to 
be in an unsatisfactory condition. 

S. G. Galliard, Supt. John Chromes, Mine Boss. 

The management of the above mine threatened to reduce the 
number employed undergound to nine men, rather than to com- ' 
ply with the instructions which the Inspector gave in regard to 
bettering the condition of this mine as to ventilation and general 
safety of the men. When this matter was brought to the atten- 
tion of the Chief Mine Inspector, the following communication 
was addressed to the Attorney General of this State. 

Office of Chief Mine Inspector. 

Charleston, Vv. Va., July 8, 1897. 

Hon. E. p. Rucker, Attorney General, 

Charleston, W. Va. 

Dear Sir: — Some mine oper.ators attempt to evade the mipe 

laws of this State by reducing the total number of underground 

employes to less than ten, thereby claiming that §18 of the mine 
laws shields them from the various provisions of the law. A case 
in point is in Hancock county, where the Mack Manufacturing 
Co. threatens to reduce the number of underground employes 
from 33 to 9 men in order that certain recommendations, which 
the State Mine Inspector has made, be ignored. If at any time 
within the history of a mine ten men are employed in a period of 
24 hours, can the operators of any such mine su))^equently evade 
the provisions of the mine laws by reducing the underground em- 
ployes to a number less than ten? 

I will be o})liged if you will kindly give me your opinion upon 
the above conditions. 

Yours very truly, 

JAMES W. PAUL, 

Chief Mine Insj^ector, 
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In answer to the above communication the following letter was 
received from the office of the Attorney General: 

State of West Virginia. 
Office of Attorney General. 

Welch. 

Welch, West Virginia, July 28th, 1897. 

Hon. James W. Paul, Chief Lispector of Mines. 

Charleston, West Virginia. 

Dear Sir: — Owing to my prolonged a))sence from home, your 
letter of July 3rd has remained unanswered to this time. 

I am very decidedly of the opinion that where a mining com- 
pany employs a number of men in the working of its operation, 
then it cannot evade the law by discharging a sufficient number 
to reduce the number employed below ten, unless this is done be- 
fore the attention of its officers is called to its failure to comply 
with the law. 

I do not think, however, that the mere fact that some time in 
its past history the company employed more that ten men, would 
necessarily subject it to the requirements and penalties of our 
statute, but that the question should turn on the fact whether or 
not at the time the attention of its officers is called to the mat- 
ter, the company actually employs more than ten men in the 

working of its mine. 

Verv respectfully, 

EDGAR P. RUCKER, 
(Diet.) Attorney General. 

Marquet mhu^ owned and operated by Mr. W. S. Marquet, P. 
O. New Cumberland^ W. Va. is located at New Cumberland. 

June 80th, this mine was visited and an inspection made of the 
workings and the same was found to be in good order with respect 
to ventilation, roads and drainage. While this mine relies upon 
natural causes for ventilation the currents are affeqted some- 
what by the direction and force of the wind — at times the wind 
reinforces the current and at other times counteracts it, but there 
being five openings to this mine the ventilation is generally good 
under all atmospheric conditions. 

W. S. Marquet, Supt. W. Holmes, Mine Boss. 

HARRISON COUNTY. 

Enterprise mine^ operated by Samuel Hines & Co., P. O. Entey^ 
prlse^ is located at Enterprise, on the line of the Monongahela 
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River R. R. This is a new mine and has never before been re- 
ported. The Pittsburg coal is being worked at this point and the 
coal is at such a height above the railroad as to make a gravity 
plane or mechanical haulage unnecessary in order to get the mine 
cars onto the tipple. This mine was not in operation on the day 
on which it was visited, and it was learned that it had been some 
time since coal had been loaded at this mine, which was due 
principally to the stagnation in the coal trade. 
■ W. E. Colburn, Supt. 



Goulson mine^ operated by the Coulson Coal & Coke Co., P. 0. 
Enterprise^ is a new mine located near Enterprise, on the line of 
the Monongahela River R. R., and was opened at the beginning 
of the calendar vear 1897. 

A good and substantial tipple of timber is the principal struc- 
ture at this plant. A few small shipments have been made from 
this mine, which works the Pittsburg coal. 

On May Slst, this mine was visited and found to be idle. 

Wm. Coulson, Gen'l Mgr. John Coulson, Supt. and Mine Boss. 



Mt, Clare mine^ operated by the Mt. Clare Coal Co., P. 0. Mt. 
Clare^ is located at Mb. Clare, on the line of the West Virginia & 
Pittsburg R. R. 

July 10th, the above mine was inspected and found to be in the 
following condition: Practically no air in circulation, roads 
somewhat muddy and poor drainage. 

The cause of the air being deficient is due to neglect to place 
the necessary brattices for the proper regulation of the air cur- 
rents. The air does not reach the working places, the places it 
is most needed. Instructions were given for bettering the venti- 
lation and methods were suggested whereby the water can be 
drained so as to place the roads in a better condition. The roof 
of this mine is soapstone and being full of dips it is very dan- 
gerous. 

This mine has not been mapped and the operators are violators 
of section 6 of the mine law, which requires that the mine be 
mapped and a true copy of the same be delivered to the Mine In- 
spector. 

J. H. Hansome, Supt. W. P. Wheatley, Mine Boss. 
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Howard mine^ operated by the Howard Coal & Coke Co., P. 
WihorJmrg^ is located at Wilsonburg, on the Parkersburg 
branch of-the Baltimore & Ohio R. R. 

On June 15th, this mine was visited and found to be idle and ap- 
parently deserted, since no persons could be found about the plant 
who had any oflBcial importance with the works. This happened 
to be one of the idle seasons with this company and since this 
mine is one of the most important producers of coal in the coun- 
try, it is considered in order to make some mention of it in this 
report. 

John Temple, Supt. and Mine Boss. 

Despard raine^ operated by the Despard Gas Coal Co., P. 0., 
Clarkshurg^i^ situated one mile east of Clarksburg on the Parkers- 
burg branch of the B. & 0. R. R. 

July 9th, an inspection was made and the mine found to be in 
the following condition : The ventilation, which is natural^ is 
good; roads and drainage fair. This mine has driven through the 
hill and the coal opened in the hill beyond. There are three out- 
lets through which the men can pass. 

This mine has been mapped but not up to a recent date. 

Mord Lewis, Supt. J. W. Latsletter, Mine Boss. 

PinnicJcmnick mme No, i, belonging to and operated by the 
Pinniokinnick Coal Co., P. 0. Clarksburg^ is situated at Clarks- 
burg, on th« line of the B. & O. R. R. 

On June 5th, this mine was visited and an inspection made, 
but the mine being idle on that day, the roads were covered, in 
places, with water, and the furnace was without a fire. At this 
date the mine was not enjoying a very steady run, which was due 
to the depressed condition of the coal market and the low price 
of coal. 

Joseph L. Dixon, Supt. M. Mannix, Mine Boss. 

Iwnium mine {No* li) operated by the Pinnickinnick Coal Co., 
P. 0. OlarJcshurg^ is situated at Farnum, on the line of the Mon- 
ongahelia River R. R. On June 7th, this mine was visited and 
found not in operation and it was learned that the same had not 
been operated since January of this year. 

Joseph L. Dixon, Supt. T. H. Roberts, Mine Boss. 



1 
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Fall Run mine {M>. 2), operated by the PinDickinnick Coal 
Uo., P. 0. Clarhfburgr, is situated one mile up Snake Hollow on a 
spur track from the main line of the Monougahela River R. R.^ 

On June 7th this mine was visited and found idle and it was 
learned that the. same had not been running for several months. 

Joseph L. Dixon, Supt. Wm. Shahan, Mine Boss. 



Brim* Hill inine, operated by the Briar Hill Coal & Coke Co., 
P. 0. Fairmont, is situated at Farnum, on the Mononaghela 
River R. R. 

June 4th, the above mine was inspected and the air was found 
to be in bad condition, which was due to defective doors and 
biattices and a neglect to give these the proper attention as the 
workings advance. 

The ventilation is natural and gives poor results. 

The riiine is very wet at present, but at the time of my visit a 
ditch 9 feet deep at the drift mouth was being cut, which will, 
when completed, drain the mine. 

The water is being hauled out in a water car which leaks and 
makes the roads muddy. This is a good mine, and when the re- 
commendations made are fulfilled the mine will be in a first class 
condition. 

C. W. Watson, Supt. 

MINES NOT INSPECTED. 

Adamston mine, belonging to Adamston Coal & Coke Co. 
Glen Falls mine, belonging to Glen Falls Coal & Coke Co. 
These mines have not been operated during the jjast year and 
liave furnished no coal to the markets during that time. 

MARSHALL COUNTY. 

Moundsville Coal Co. 

Mou7id8ville shaft, operated by the Moundsville Coal Co., P. 0. 
^oundsville, is a shaft mine situated in the town of Mounds- 
ville. 

On June 24 an inspection was made of this shaft and of the un- 
'^wground workings. The ventilation was found to be good, but 
^he roads were somewhat muddy. The roof on the main hallways 
18 bad in some places and instructions were given to take some of 
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the roof down so as to make it safe for those who were compelled 
to travel through those parts of the mine. This mine is known 
at times to generate light carburetted hydrogen gas, but on the 
day of the inspection it failed to reveal its presence. 

The shaft was found to be in a bad condition. The guides for 
the cages were made of light material and there were no safety 
catches on the cages, as the law requires to be. All miners and 
other undei'ground employes are lowered and raised in this shaft. 
A second shaft is used for an airway but there is no ladder-way 
whereby the men could escape from the shaft in case the main 
hoisting shaft should in any way be obstructed so as to prevent 
the sages from being lowered and raised. The company was noti- 
fied to the effect that they would have to comply with the, re- 
quirements of the law in regard to placing their shaft in a safe 
condition. During the past year the head-house over this shaft 
was damaged to a considerable extent by fire, but the*parts de- 
stroyed have been replaced and other improvements made by way 
of the construction of coal bins for supplying the local market. 

John W. Berry, Supt. C. E. Pickett, Mine Boss. . 

Glendale Coal Co. 

Gleiulale shafts operated by the Glendale Coal Co., P. 0. Glen- 
dale, is a ^laft mine located at Glendale on the Ohio River and 
on the lines of the Baltimore & Ohio and Ohio River R. R. 

On June 25th this mine was inspected. The roads were found 
to be very muddy and the drainage poor in the extreme. Water 
was standing along the main heading for a distance of 500 feet, 
which was from 8 inches to 12 inches over the track. The minerfl 
ha^e.been obliged to travel ^through this heading in order to get • 
to their work. A pump was recommended to be jd laced in the 
mine with a capacity sufficient to keep the water out. The ven- 
tilation of this mine is produced by a 12 foot fan, which causes a 
sufficient volume of air to go into the mine, but which is not 
well distributed, the air being found bad in numbers 1 and2 
headings. The cause for this lack of proper ventilation was due 
to the air stoppings and brattices being in a poor condition. These 
were ordered to be repaired and put in good order. The miners 
are raised and lowered on the cages in the shaft. The cages are 
not equipped with safety cacthes, which is a violation of a section 
of the mining [^laws. No ladder-way is provided in the air com- 
partment of the shaft and the slope entrance to the mine is not 
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ID a condition for men to travel. These matters were brought 
to the attention of the management of this mine and suggestions 
were made that they be given the attention which the law re- 
quires. A rope haulage is used on the inside for hauling the cars 
to the bottom of the shaft. • 
F. H. Blake, Supt. John Wallace, Mine Boss. 



Boggs Run Mining & Manufacturing Co. 

Boggs Riai mine, operated by the above company, P. O. Whcrl- 
ing^ is located in Wheeling at the head of 48th street, on the line 
of the B. & O. R. R. 

On June 25th this mine was inspected. The ventilation, which 
is produced by a 9 foot fan, was not giving very good results, as 
the air was found to be close in a number of places in the mine. 
One cause of this was due to the fact that the airways in some 
places were contracted by falls of slate to three feet square. Also 
the brattices were- being somewhat neglected. The management 
of this mine was instructed to clean out the obstructions in the 
airways and repair the brattices. This mine is under the moun- 
tain a long distance and the distance the air has to travel makes 
ffidion an important factor in the ventilation of this mine. A 
tail rope haulage plant is very successfully operated at this 
mine. The mine cars are hauled in trii)s of 24 for a distance 
over a mile inside to the tipple, a quarter of a mile from the drift 
mouth. 

Philip Kuuz, Supt. Eugene Miller, Mine Boss. 

Wheeling Steel & Iron Co. 

Benwood drift, owned and operated by the above company, P. 
0. Wheelwg^ is located at Benwood. The product from this mine 
18 consumed in the mill of the above named company. 

On June 26 this mine was visited and found to be idle, owing 
to a strike which was in progress at the iron and steel mill. 

Henry Riddle, Superintendent and Mine Boss. 



The Shad mine, belonging to the McMillan Brothers, located 
at Benwood, was not inspected, owing to its not being in opera^ 
tion, 
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MARION COUNTY. 

Palatine inine^ operated by the Palatine Coal Co., P. O. Balti- 
more^ Md., is .ocated one mile south of Fairmont on the line of 
the B. & O. R. R. This was formerly owned and operated by 
the New burg Orrel Coal & Coke Co., ot Baltimore. 

June loth this mine was inspected. The ventilation, which is 
produced by natural means, gives poor results. One heading was 
driven 250 feet ahead of the air, but upon driving 50 feet from 
the opposite side, this heading will increase the volume of air in 
the mine. 

The mine is quite wet since the coal is near the top of the 
mountain and surface water percolates through and drops from 
the roof. The drainage is fairly good, water standing in some 
parts only. The roads are somewhat muddy, which is caused by 
the water dripping from the roof. 

There are five outlets to this mine each of which is open to 
travel. 

M. D. Orr, Supt. J. C. McKinney, Mine Boss. 

Aurora mh^e^ owned and operated by the Newburg Orrel Coal & 
Coke Co., P. 0. Baltimore^ Md,^ is situated at Hoult Station, 
two miles north of Fairmont, en the line of the Fairmont, Mor- 
gantown & Pittsburg branch of the B. & 0. R. R. 

June 9th. The ventilation is produced by a furnace. The air 
current is not^ judiciously distributed and, in the case of one 
heading, the men are working beyond three breaks-through, each 
of which is open. 

The roads are in a poor condition, and at places they are cov- 
ered with mud. The drainage along the heading is bad. This 
mine has been idle for over a year and at the date of this inspec- 
tion the management had not gotten the mine in its proper work- 
ing condition. 

M. D. Orr, Supt. J. M. Henry, Mine Boss. 

King mine, belonging to the Virginia & Pittsburg Coal & Coke 
Co, P. 0. Fairmont, is a drift mine situated four miles southeast 
of Fairrriont on the Tygarts Valley river at King's Station. The 
tipple and ovens are on the opposite side of the river on the line 
of the B. & 0. R. R. The coal is conveyed frqm the mine to the 
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nipple in iron buckets, which are carried by a trolley over an 
lerial line of steel cables. 

May 19th, the above mine was inspected. The mine was found 
.o be in gpod condition throughout, but the air was deficient in 
volume to an alarming degree. The mine is ventilated by means 
)f a steam jet and the exhaust steam from an underground 
)ump, the former being shut off when the latter is in operation. 

The superintendent was instructed to adopt more effective 
nechanical appliances for the ventilation of this mine. 

R. M. Hite, Supt. and Mine Boss. 



Worthington mine^ operated by the Worthington Coal & Coke 
^o., P. O. Worthington^ is located at Hutchinson, on the Monon- 
^ahela River R. R. 

On May 29th this mine was inspected. This is a mine which 
s entered by means of a slope of about 18 degrees dip to the hor- 
zontal, 125 feet long. 

This mine is ventilated by means of a 10 foot fan. .The venti- 
ation was not suflBcient to furnish air for the men and to carry 
)ff the smoke from the lamps and from the powder shots. This 
;vas due to the slow speed of the fan, which was ordered to be run 
it a more rapid speed hereafter. 

Explosive gas has been reported to be given off in this mine^ 
but tests made on the day of the inspection failed to reveal its 
presence. 

T. W. Arnett,*Supt. Jno. F. Bratt, Mine Boss. 



Clark Coal & Coke Co. 

Frichard mine^ operated by the Clark Coal & Coke Co., P. O. 
Favrmont^ is located at Prichard Station, on the Monongahela 
River Railroad. 

May 27th, this mine was visited and inspected and it was found 
to be in a good condition throughout, there being 18,000 cubic 
feet of air going into the mine. A furnace is used for ventilat- 
ing this mine which gives satisfactory results. The miners burn 
a quality of oil which gives off a great deal of smoke. A fact 
>!Vorthy of notice is that the air in this mine is carried up through 
the working faces. This cannot be said of a great many mines, 
Wm. Clark, Supc. John Prunty, Mine Boss. 



186 ^ Annual Report 

J A. Clark Coal & Coke Co. 

Chieftain mine^ operated by the above named company, is sit- 
uated near Worthington, on the M. R. R. R., P. O. Fairmont, 

On May 29th, the date on which this mine was visited, was 
found not to be in operation. This is a new mine which 
has been recently opened in the Pittsburg coal. The coal 
sit this point is about on the same level with the railroad, which 
requires the coal cars to be taken up a grade in order to reach the 
tipple. This is accomplished by means of a rope haulage. The 
mine was found to be in the following condition : Roads were in 
good condition, the roof is good. The mine makes a great deal 
of water, which is well drained. This plant is equipped with a 
modern steel tipple, being the first of its kind erected in Marion 
county. 

J. A. Clark, Supt. George Coburn, Mine Boss. 

Monongah Coal & Coke Co. 

Mine No, ^, owned and operated by the above company, P. O. 
Monongalia is situated at Monongah. 

On May 24 this mine was visited and inspected. The air cur- 
rent was measured at several places, each of which gave a large 
volume. On the main return air-way 80,500 cubic feet of air per 
minute were in circulation. In this mine it was found that all 
day laborers burned a mixture of ieroseue oil and black strap and 
that the miners use an inferior quality of miners' oil. The roof 
in this mine is very good except in faulty places. An electrical 
locomotive is used in this mine for hauling the cars from the in- 
side partings to the foot of the slope, from which place the cars 
are hauled to the tipple by a rope haulage. 

The miners are supplied with plenty of props. The mine has 
three outlets through which the men can escape in case of any 
disaster. 

A. J. Ruckman, Supt. S. A. Barnes, Mine Boss. 

Mine No, 3, operated by the above named company, is situated 
three-fourths of a mile south of the No. 2 mine. 

On May 25 this miri^ was visited and an inspection made of 
the workings of the same. The mine is ventilated by a 12 foo 
fan which at the time of inspection was circulating 88,200 cubic 
feet of air per minute. The oil used by the day laborers is kero- 
sene oil and black strap mixed, which gives off a large Volume of 
Tioke. The miners use a quality of oil which generates a great 
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deal of smoke. The general conditions throughout this mine were 
very favorable with the exception of closing the break-throughs 
in the headings as others were made. In one case three break- 
throughs were found to be open in one heading. Instructions 
were given to keep the break-throughs properly closed as the 
headings advanced. A great deal of repairing is being done in 
this mine preparatory to the installation of an electrical locomo- 
tive. This is a large mine and is well conducted. The roof in 
some parts of the mine is bad, but the miners are supplied with 
plenty of timber and the rooms are found to be well timbered. 
A. J. Ruckman, Superintendent. A. E. Reppert, Mine Boss. 



Gaston Gas Coal Co. 

Gaston mine^ owned and operated by the Abovo named com- 
pany, P. 0. Fairmont^ is located at Gaston, on the M. R. R. R. 

On May 26 this mine was inspected. This mine is ventilated 
by a 10 foot Thayer fan with good results. At the first inlet 22,- 
OOO cubic feet per minute were passing, and at the second inlet 
21,000 cubic feet per minute were found to be passing. This air 
current is very judiciously circulated through the mine and up 
to the working faces. The miners are supplied with plenty of 
timber for propping the roof. There are three openings to this 
mine through which the men can escape in case of any disaster. 
A rope haulage plant is used in this mine. 

S. L. Watson, Supt. G. B. Brown, Mine Boss. 

West Fairmont Coal & Coke Co. 

West Fairmont Shaft mine^ owned and operated by the West 
Fairmont Coal & Coke Co., P. O. luilrniont^ is situated at Barnes- 
ville, on the B. & 0. R. R. 

On May 20, this mine was inspected. The roads and drainage 
were found to be in a good condition, and the miners supplied 
with plenty of timber. Kerosene oil and black strap are used by 
the day laborers for U3e in their lamps, and the miners use an 
inferior quality of oil for illuminating purposes. On the day on 
which this mine was inspcted a tail rope haulage system was put 
iuto operation. It remains to be seen if this system of haluage 
will prove a success in this mine. The mine communicates with 
the surface through a shaft and a slope, the first of which is used 
for raising the coal cars, and the latter being used as a means of 
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entrance and exit for the men and animals. A close examina- 
tion failed to reveal the presence of any explosive gas in this 
mine. This is one cf the few mines which has made special man- 
ways for the men to travel to and from their work in safety. 
W. B. Brooks, Supt. S. C. Wallace, Mine Boss. 



West Fairmont Coal & Coke Co. 

New England mine^ owned and operated by the above named 
company, P. 0. Fairmont^ is situated on the West Fork^ River, 
opposite the Gaston mine. 

On May 25th this mine was visited and inspected. At this mine 
some trouble has been experienced by having the over-lying 
quicksand to break through and close up a part of the workings, 
they having lost 60- acres of coal from this source alone. This 
unforseen condition has necessitated a change in tha original 
plans for ventilating this mine. It has been necessary to split 
the main airway for a distance of 700 feet and make one part of 
it a return airway. The ventilation is produced by a 12 foot fan. 
Kerosene oil and black strap mixed and an inferior quality of 
miners' oil are used for illuminating purposes by the day labor- 
ers and miners respectively. All of the headings in this mine 
run to the dip and since the strata overhead produce a large 
amount of water, the mine is found to be very wet in a number 
of places. The water is pumped out by means of electrical pumps 
made portable. The roof is somewhat bad, but the miners are 
supplied with plenty of timber. 

The outside equipment of this mine is modern in all of its 
apartments. There is now under construction at this plant a 300 
horse power endless rope haulage system. 

W. B. Brooks, Supt. Charles Brooks, Mine Boss. 

The Montana Coal & Coke Co. 

Montana mine, owned and operated by the above company, P. 
O. Fairmont is located six miles north of Fairmont on the line 
of the F. M. & P. R. R. 

On May 22 the above mine was inspected. This mine is venti- 
lated by a 16 foot fan which was passing 86,500 cubic feet of air 
per minute. The workings of this mine extend over a very large 
area, the roads and drainage of which are in extra good condi- 
tion. Skill and judgment are exercised in the direction of the 
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underground workings in this mine. Interior qualities of oil 
are used by the inside laborers for lighting purposes. A reversi- 
ble endless rope haulage system is used for pulling the cars into 
and out of the mine. The speed of the rope is such as to permit 
cars to be attached and detached without stopping the rope. 

The rope pulls anywhere from one to 100 mine cars in a single 
trip. The mine is arranged with a sufficient number of man- 
ways for the miners to go to and from their work in safety, with- 
out having to travel the haulage roads. The equipment of the 
mining plant is of modoru design. 

J. C. Gaskill, Supt. C. E. Gaskill, Mine Boss. 

Mason Coal & Coke Co. 

Mason mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Fairinont, 
is situated at Luther, nine miles north of Fairmont, on the F. M. 
& P. R. R. 

On May 21st this mine was inspected and found to be in the. fol- 
lowing condition : Roads in good condition, drainage fair and prac-* 
tically no air in circulation. This mine is equipped with a ten 
foot fan which has not been run for several months. This ac- 
counts for the poor condition of the air. The superintendent 
was instructed to cause the fan to be run at all times when men 
were at work in the mine. The condition of the mine shows that 
it has not been well managed, since there is lack of system in the 
directing of the workings. Three outlets are provided through 
which the men can travel. 

A. B. McDonald, Supt. Presley Robinson, Mine Boss. 

The Central mine, located one mile west of Fairmont, not be- 
ing in operation, was not inspected. 

MONONGALIA COUNTY. 

Opekiska Coal & Coke Co. 

Opehiska tmne, operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Opekiska, is situated at Opkeiska, on the F. M. & P. R. R., and 
is the mine formerly operated by the Acme Coal Co. 

On May 22nd this mine was visited and an inspection made of 
the same. The ventilation is produced by means of a furnace, 
which on the day of this inspection had no fire in it and there 
was practically oo current of air in circulation in the mine. This 
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mine has not been worked very extensively since February of this 
year, and at the date of inspection there were only seven men 
working inside of the mine. 

W. G. H. Crawford, Siipt. P. B. Robinson, Mine Boss. 

Patfcerson-Reisinger Coal & Coke Co. 

Beechwood mine, operated by the above named company, P. 0. 
Beechwood^ is situated at Beechwood, on the F. M. & P. R. R. 

On May 22nd this mine was inspected. The roads in this mine 
were found to be in good condition and the drainage good. The 
miners are supplied with plenty of tirnber for propping the roof. 
The air in this mine was very deficient in volume, not being suflB- 
cient for the number of men employed. From the number of 
men working in this mine it does not come under the jurisdic- 
tion of the law, but the superintendent of the mine was instruct- 
ed to increase the volume of air in circulation in the mine at any 
time he might employ as many as ten men in the mine. 

Edward Snyder, Supt. Wm. Reid, Mine Boss. 

MINERAL COUNTY. 

Davis Coal & Coke Co. 

Wiiidom iiiine^ 4 ft., owned and operated by the above named 
company, P. O. Pledniant^ is located one mile west of Savage. 

On July the 14th this mine was visited and an inspection 
made of the same. This is a drift mine and has two openings 
through which the miners can travel to and from their work. 
The ventilation is produced by a fire basket and a furnace which 
gives a very poor result. The trouble in the ventilation seems 
to be due to neglect in firing the furnace properly. The 
roads were found to be very muddy and water was standing on the 
roads in some places. The necessary instructions were given 
whereby the above conditions can be improved so as to meet all 
of the requirements of the law. 

O. Tibbets, Supt. P. M. Messenger, Mine Boss. 

Tlavipshlre mine^ owned and operated by the above named com- 
pany, P. O. Piedmont^ is a drift mine located one mile west of 
Savage. 

On July 14th this mine was visited and an inspection made of 
the underground workings. The mine is ventilated by a ten foot 
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fan which was producing at bhe intake 10,420 cubic feet of air 
per minute. The mine is well supplied with air, but the miners 
are found to be working too far ahead of the current. In some 
places the men were 250 feet ahead of fche last break-through. 
These men were requested to be taken out of the close places un- 
til the break-throughs were advanced so as to ^et the air up to 
the working places of the mien The general conditions of this 
mine in other respects were very good. There are three openiLgs 
to this mine free of obstructions and through which the miners 
can pass with safety to and from their work. A number of rook 
falls occur throughout this mine, which makes the running ex- 
penses rather large. 

0. Tibbets, Supt. F. H. Tibbets, Mine Boss. 



Davis Coal & Coke Coke Co. , 

Windom Gas Coal rahie^ owned and operated by the above com- 
pany, P. O. Piedmont^ is located 560 feet above the Windom Big 
Vein mine at Savage. 

On July 15th this mine was visited and an inspection made of 
the underground workings. This mine is provided with two open- 
ings through which the miners can escape in case of any disaster. 
The mine is ventilated by natural causes. The direction of the 
current of air is governed very largely by the direction in which 
the wind is blowing. At times the current is going in one di- 
rection, and other times it is going in the opposite direction. 

No powder is used in mining this coal, which fact makes the 
question of ventilation one which can be easily dealt with. 

O. Tibbets, Supt. J. B. Rankin, Mine Boss. 

Windom Big VeinMiiie^ owned and operated by the above com- 
pany, P. 0. Piedmont^ is located 1,460 feet above the Windom 
4 ft. mine at Savage. 

On July 15th an inspection was made of this mine. This mine 
was formerly abandoned but it has recently been re-opened, and 
the work which is being done is principally the robbing of pillars. 
There are fourteen miners employed in this mine, half of which 
work through the day, and the other half work at night. There 
is sufficient air in this mine for the number of men employed. 

This coal measures 18 feet high, all of which is mined. 

O. Tibbetts, Supt. J. B. Rankin, Mine Boss. 
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W. Va. C. & P. Railway Co. 

Elk Garden Mine No, 6^ owned and operated by the above com- 
pany, P. 0. Elk Gardmi^ is located at Elk Garden, on the line of 
the Elk Garden branch of the W. Va. C. & P. R. R. 

On June 16th an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation of this mine is produced by natural causes, which give 
good results throughout the headings of the mine, but not so 
good in the rooms and working places of the miners. The cause 
of the air not being good in the rooms is due to the long dis- 
tance between break-throughs between the room. The conditions 
as to drainage and roads are very good. Provision is made in this 
mine whereby the men can travel the roads to and trom their 
work without being in any danger of being run down by the mine 
cars. The thickness of the coal in this mine measures 12 feet, 
and the capacity of the mine is 1,200 tons per day. 

W. T. Blackiston, Supt. Fauston Wilson, Mine Boss. 

Elk Garden Gas Coal No, 7 mine^ operated by the above com- 
pany, is located immediately over the Elk Garden No. 6 mine. 
The thickness of this coal averages about 4 feet and is broken up 
somewhat by faults 

On July 16th this mine was inspected. The mine was found to 
be in a fair condition throughout. A small force of men is em- 
ployed in this mine, which is operated only during the summer 
season. 

W. T. Blackiston, Supt. Fauston Wilsofi, Mine Boss. 

OHIO COUNTY. 

Elm Grove Coal Co. 

Elm Grove shafts owned and operated by the above company, 
P. 0. Elm Grove, is located on the Pittsburg division of the B. 
& O. R. R. at Elm Grove. 

On June 26th an inspection was made of this shaft and mine 
workings. The ventilation of this mine is produced by an 8 foot 
fan which was giving at the main return 18,550 cubic feet of air 
per minute The air was not well distributed throughout the 
mine and in a number of places it was quite close. At a poiut 
near the face of the main heading the air was passing through a 
space which was 15 inches high by 48 inches wide. The volume of 
air passing throughthis space supplied all of the miners. Instruc- 
tions were given requesting this space to be enlarged and all 
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brattices and air stoppinee to be repaired in order that the min- 
ers might be supplied with a greater volume of air at their work- 
ing places. 

The ladder-way in the air shaft is not in good condition. There 
are no safety catches on the cages which are used for lowering 
and raising the men in the shaft. No speaking tube is provided 
for whereby the men in the shaft can communicate with persons 
on the outside. These matters were brought to the attention of 
the company with a request that they remedy the same. 

J. B. Chambers, Supt. John Costello, Mine Boss. 

John P. Gilchrist. 

Richland mine, operated by John P. Gilchrist, P. 0. Wheeling, 
is located one mile north of Wheeling on the line of the P. C. C. 
& St. L. R. R. 

On June 28th the above mine was visited and an inspection made 
of the underground workings. The ventilation of this mine is 
produced by means of a furnace which was causing 8,240 cubic 
feet of air per minute to register at the first intake. The air 
throughout the mine is only fairly good, since it is not carried 
properly to the miners in their working places. Some of the air 
stoppings in the htading were open. These were recommended 
to be closed. An inferior quality of miners' oil is used for the 
lamps. The general conditions of the mine m regard to roads 
and drainage were very good. 

Robert Gilchrist, Supt. John Aitken, Mine Boss. 

.Yochum Coal Co. 

Ybchum mine, operated by the above named company, P. O. 
Wheeling, is a drift mii^e located in East Wheeling. 

On July 80th this mine was visited and ^n inspection made of 
the workings. The mine is ventilated by a furnace which does 
not give good results. The roads were found to be very muddy 
and a poor system of drainage was the principal cause of the bad 

oonditon of the roads. This mine does not come under the pur- 
view of the law for the reason that only eight men were em- 
ployed inside of the mine. At times this mine employs a greater 
number than ten men. The superintendent was instructed not 
to place a larger number of men in this mine until its sanitary 
conditions had been made to meet the requirements of the mining 
law. 

John Yochum, Supt. and Mine Boss. 
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The following mines were visited in this county and found not 
to be in operation: La Belle, Riverside, Daugherty, Whittaker 
and Manchester. 

PRESTON COUNTY. 

Austin Coke Works. 

Austin //I me, owned and operated by the above named com- 
pany, P. 0. AuMlii, is a drift mine located one mile west of Aus- 
tin Station, on the line of the B. & O. R. R. Co. 

On July the 18th an inspection of this mine was made. This 
mine complies with the requirements of the mining law in every 
particular. A good current of air was in circulation throughout 
the mine. The miners were supplied with plenty of timber for 
pro^iipiug and the roads and drainage are in good condition. A 
tail rope haulage plant is used for pulling the cars in and out of 
the mine. The rope used is 2,150 feet long. 

Geo. C. Shaw, Supt. Joseph Whittaker, Mine Boss. 

West End Coal & Coke Co. 

West End mine, operated on a lease by R. S. Larew, P. O. Tun- 
7ielton, is situated at the west end of the Kingwood tunnel, on the 
line of the B. & O. R. R. 

On July 12th the above, mine was visited and owing to the fact 
that there were only four men at work in the mine, an inspection 
of the same was not made. 

R. S. Larew, Supt. and Mine Boss. 

* 

Merchants Coal Co. 

Twwelton vilne, operated by the above named company, P. 0. 
Tannelton, is a drift mine located at the east end of Kingwood 

tunnel. On July 18th (in inspection of this mine was made ^• 

This mine is ventilated by a furnace which would give good re — ^^' 
suits if the brattices were properly attended. Canvas is used iiri-*^ ^ 
all places where it is customary to use wooden doors. The can — ^^' 
vas which is used for directing the current of air is in some places ^^^ 
in very bad repair. It is possible to walk through some of thes^ ^® 
canvasnes without coming in contact with any part of it. 

It was suggested that all of these canvas brattices be taken ou#^ -** 
and wooden ones substituted and doors placed so as to direct tb^' ^^ 
air into the cross headings. Instructions were also given to 
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out the obstructions in the air way. There are three openings to 
this mine through which the men can go to and from their work. 

A poor quality of miners' oil is used in the lamps in this mine. 

A. J. Bonafield, Supt. Geo. Cummings, Mine Boss. 

The Oaklwnd mim, belonging to the Oalkand Coal & Coke Co., 
was not inspected. 

TAYLOR COUNTY. 

Newburg Orrel Coal & Coke Co. 

Tyrconiiell mme, owned and operated by the above company, 
P. 0. Tyi'coiinell, is a drift mine operating the Pittsburg coal at 
Tyrconnell, on the Parkersburg branch of the B. & O. R. R. 

June 14th an inspection was made of this mine. The ventilation 
of this mine is produced })y a furnace which does not furnish 
suflBcient air for the miners employed in the mine. There were 
8,200 cubic feet of air going in at the first intake, 7,500 feet of 
air going in at the second intake, but this quantity is not proper- 
ly distributed chroughout the mine so as to reach the miners at 
their working places. The rooms in this mine are driven from 
175 feet to 200 feet ahead of the air without break-throughs. It 
was suggested that where two miners were working in each room, 
that cross cuts be made at a distance of 60 feet apart, so as to 
give the miners a sufficient supply of air. The roof is bad on the 
^ain heading and, in consequence of this, it was ordered that 
^n loose slate be taken down so as to make the haulage ways in a 
^^fe condition for the men to travel. The men are well. supplied 
^^i^h timbers, and the roads are kept in a fair condition. 

John H. Henry, Supt. Robert Love, Mine Boss. 

^^afton Coal & Coke Co. 

^^ahey viine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Tyrconhell^ 
^® located on the line of the Parkersburg branch of the B. &. O. 

• R., about one mile east of Tycronnell. 

This mine was opened in January, 1890, ".but has not been in 
^P^^ation since January Ist, 1897. It not being in operation on 
^^ day on which it was visited, June 14th, an inspection was not 
^^de of the underground workings. 

•^ohn W. Fahey, Supt. and Mine Boss. 
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FlemiDgton Coal & Coke Co. 

I'lemington mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. MeM- 
higion^ is located at FlemiDgton, on the Parkersburg branch of 
the B. & O. R. R. 

On June 8th an inspection was made of this mine. The mine is 
ventilated by natural causes, which were not giving a sufficieot 
quantity of air for the proper ventilation of the mine. It was re- 
quested that mechanical means be resorted to for the ventilation 
of this mine. The roads and drainage were in a good conditiou. 
The miners are supplied with plenty of timber for propping the 
roof,, which is good throughout the mine. 

A. r. Goedekc, Snpt. S. S. Waters, Mine Boss. 

The following iiiines in this county were not inspected: 

Gates Ko. 1, belonging to the Gates Coal & Coke Co., 

Foster belonging to the Dilworth Coal Co. 

TUCKER COUNTY. 

Davii Coal & Coke Co. 

Thomas dnft, owned and operated by the above named com- 
pany, P. 0. Thomas, is located at Thomas, on tlie line of the 
West Virginia Central & Pittsburg R. R. 

On July 19th an inspection was made of this mine. This is a 
very large mine having a great many working places. The cftn- 
ditions of this mine were found to be extra good in every partic- 
ular. The air is carried up to the proper places and is distributed 
throughout the mine. The miners are well supplied with the nec- 
essary timber for propping. A notable feature in this mine is 
that the roads along the haulage ways are kept clean of side ob- 
structions which permits the Gars to pass the men at any point 
along the haulage ways without endangering their lives. Duriog 
the past year there have been placed in this mine seven general 
electric, chain cutting machines, four of which were in operation 
at the time of the inspection. No pains seem to be spared in 
placing this mine in a first class condition, and it is a well managed 
mine. It remains to be seen what the success of electric mining 
will be in this vein of coal. When the machines were introduced 
the undercut was made on the pavement, but owing to the slate 
parting, about midway of the seam of coal, it was found that 
better results were obtained, and a finer grade of coal was made, 
by cutting the coal on the bench. The machines are mounted on 



Inspector of Mines. 147 

ao adjustable truck and the upper ply of coal is kept in advance 
of the lower bench a distance equal to the length of the machine. 
To place the machine on the bench for operating, the truck is 
pushed up against the bench and by means of ratchets the upper 
part of the truck is raised to the height of the top of the bench, 
the machine is then pushed forward on the bench and placed in 
a position for cutting the coal. 
Wm. R. Davis, Supt. Geo. Martin, Mine Boss. 

Tkomm drift No, ^, operated by the above company, is located 
about one mile from Thomas, on the Davis branch of the West 
Virginia Central & Pittsburg R. R., at a point immediately 
above Coketon mine No. 2. 

On July 19th an inspection was made of this mine. This is a 
small mine operated on a small scale, the capacitv of which is 
about 100 tons per day. The same coal is mined here as is mined 
in the Thomas Drift. Natural ventilation is relied upon, which 
gives sufficient ventilation for the number of men employed. The 
condition of the mine in regard to drainage is very good. 

W. R. Davis, Supt. G. H. Bice, Mine Boss. 

Davis Coal & Coke Co. 

Thmnm shafts owned and operated by the above company, P. 
0. Thomas^ is located at Thomas Station, on the W. Va. C. & P. 

By. 

On July 19th a visit was made to this mine, but, owing to the 
[ niine being flooded with water, an inspection could not be made 
of the underground workings. The cause of the mine being 
flooded was due to the pump being broken and unfit for further 
; service. The company has ordered a very large Yough pump 
f ^hich, when placed in the shaft, will be able to take care of all 
vater encountered. 
William R. Davis, Supt. George Jenkins, Mine Boss. 

Davis Coal & Coke Co. 

Coketon mine No, ^, owned and operated by the above com- 
pany, P. 0. Coketon^ is a drift mine located at Coketon, on the 
W. Va. G. & P. Ry. 

On July 17th an inspection was made of this mine. This mine 
^ventilated by a 20 foot Guiball Exhaust Fan, which was caus- 
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ing 67,560 cubic feet of air per minute to go through the mm, 
. but the air is not carried to the working places as well as it might 
be. The cause of this is due to the leakage of the doors and brat- 
tices. In the first right heading a coiasiderable quantity of black 
damp was encountered. It was suggested, that all of the air be 
caused to pass through the mine workings instead of splitting 
the air at the first right heading. 

Some water was found to be standing on the roads. This 
mine is provided with a second opening. 

John C. Brydon, Supt. James Luzader, Mine Boss. 

Coketon mine No, J, operated by the same company as the 
above, P. O. Coketon^ is a drift mine situated on the opposite 
side of the valley from No. 2 mine. 

On July 17th an inspection was made of this mine. The 
ventilation of this mine is produced by natural causes which are 
^assisted by means of wooden stacks. The ventilation is very poor 
throughout this mine, but there was being placed a 24 foot 
exhaust fan which, when completed, will give a large volume of 
air throughout the mine. The mine was found to be very wet and 
water was found standing over the roads in a great many places. 
The sides of the headings are gobbed on both sides with slate, 
making the roads somewhat cramped. This is due to the bad 
roof, which is falling almost constantly along the headings, 
which makes it almost impossible to keep the headings clean. It 
was suggested that the water and mud be drained and removed 
from the roads so as to permit the miners to go to and from 
their work without having to wade through the mud and water. 

A quality of miners' oil is used by the miners which produces 
a great amount of smoke. The superintendent was urged to hasten 
the construction of the fan and place it in operation at the earli- 
est date possible. 

A great many improvements have been made at these two 
plants during the past vear, and, at present, there are under con- 
struction 100 beehive coke ovens. Two 600 ton coal bins have 
been erected and equipped with elevators and conveyors which 
are operated by means of general electrical three-facd motors. 
For further information on the electrical plant see under the 
heading of "Improvementi. " 

John C. Brydon, Supt. J. S. Brophy, Mine Boss. 
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rland Coal Co. 

//(»( yyi;W, operated by the above compaiiy, P. O. Alhert, is 

1 mine located ac Douglaa Station, on the line of the W. 

& P. Ry. 

18th an iDBpeetion was made of this mine. This mine is 
id with two passable openings. The ventilation ia produced 
aral caoses, which give very poor results. The mine was 
it and muddy and the toads were in a poor condition. The 
of drainage in use Ib very poor. The water and mud 
he road completely in some places. It was suggested that" 
r a furnace be constructed at this mine at ooce in order to 
e men more air. The roads were ordered to be put in such 
.tion as to permit the men to travel the same without 

to wade through the water and mad. A quality of mip- 

is used which produces an excessive volume of smoke 

Jenkins, Supt. Edward Pill, Mine Boss. 

General Summary of the First Mining District. 
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SECOND DISTRICT. 

Jerry Meade, Inspect(yt\ 
Charleston, W. Va. 

Inspection of the mines in the Counties of 
Mason, Putnam, part of Kanawha and Wayne. 

MASON COUNTY. 

Camden Clay Co. 

Camden mine^ owned and operated by the above company, P. 
O. SpiJman^ is a drift mine with natural ventilation. 

On June 15th the above mine was visited. This is a drift mine 
operating a seam of coal four feet thick. This mine has been 
abandoned for some time, but recently it has been opened up, 
and the work which is being done is confined principally to the 
removing of pillars and stumps. 

The coal from this mine is consumed at the plant of the Cam- 
den Clay Co., and for supplying tJie local trade. It is intended 
to ventilate this mine by means of a furnace which will be con- 
structed in the near future. 

M. G. Tyler, Supt. J. E. Armstrong, Mine Boss. 



Hartford Coal & Salt Co. 

Hartford mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Hart- 
ford^ is located at Hartford City, on the line of the Ohio River 
R. R. 

On June 15th an inspection was made of this mine. This mine 
has a slope entrance about 150 feet deep at Hartford, and also a 
slope entrance at New Haven which is 280 feet deep. All coal 
mined at this mine is consumed by the Salt Company in their 
furnaces, and by the local trade. • 

The break-throughs in this mine were requested to be made 25 

yards apart, instead of 40 yards apart, which latter distance pre- 
vails throughout the mine. This was agreed to by the mine boss 
as he stated that he had full control of the direction of the un- 
derground workings. The general conditions of this mine were 
very good. A pump is used in this mine which is driven bv gaso- 
line with very satisfactory results. An electrical spark is used 
for igniting the gas in the cylinder of the power end of the pump. 

J. E. Newton, Supt. Richard Jenkins, Mine Boss. 
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Hope Salt Co. 

Hopemine^ operated by the above company, P. O., Mason. City 
is located on the Ohio Kiver at Mason City. 

On June 15th the above mine was inspected, and the air was 
found to be insufficient and the roads were wet and muddy in a 
great many places. The mine is ventilated by means of a fur- 
nace. It was learned that the firing of the furnace is neglected, 
and it is often 8 or 9 o'clock in the morning before the furnace is 
fired up. Instructions were given to attend the furnace more 
promptly and to repair the water boxes which were being used 
for hauling the water out of the mine. These water boxes were 
found to leak somewhat and it was the custom to drain the water 
box in the center of the road. A letter of instructions wap mailed 
this company calling attention to the above matters, with a re- 
quest that the same be given proper attention. 

D. Davis, Superintendent. Henry H. Williams, Mine Boss. 

Consumers Coal & Mining Co. 

I^ew Haven mine, owned and operated by the above company, 
P. O. New Haven, is a plope mine located at New Haven on the 
line of the O. R. R. R. 

On June 16th an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation of this mine is produced by means of an exhaust fan which 
is driven by steam. At the head of the slope entrance 10,500 
cubic feet of air per minute were passing, and at the main outlet 
1,840 cubic feet of air per minute were passing. One Jeffrey 
mining machine, of the chain cutter type, is used in cutting the 
coal in the headings of this mine. The coal is undercut with the 
machine and the miner shears the coal down one side, when it is 
brought down with a shot of powder. The No. 5 east entry is 
nearly worked out. This entry is low and muddy and not fit for 
a man to travel. It was suiggested that this entry be finished r.s 
early as possible and be abandoned. This mine throughout is 
very wet and muddy, but water sumps are being made along the 
different entries for the collection of the water. An clectricaJ 
pump, mounted on wheels, is used for pumping the water out. ol 
these sumps. The water pipes are laid along the diffoi cut or • 
tries and when it is necessary to pump the water out cf ova} cf 
these sumps, the electrical pump is hauled to the sump and the 
pipe connections made. The water from this pump is forced to a 
sump near the bottom of the ^l^ope, frorn which place it ia 
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pumped by means of a steam pump to the outside. The electri- 
cal pump, which has been in use in this mine, did not give satis- 
faction, and at the date of this inspection a new electrical pump 
had been ordered and when it arrives, the condition of the mine 
will be very much improved. This is the principal mining plant 
in Mason county, and ships coal by rail and river transportation, 
and also supplies the locomotives of the O. R. R. R. with fuel. 
H. L. Roush, Supt. Henry Wheatley, Mine Boss. 

The Jnlding mlne^ not being in operation during the past few 
months, was' not inspected. 

PUTNAM COUNTY. 

The Marmet-Smith Coal &: Mining Co. 

l^lorence mine^ owned and operated by the above company, P. 
0. Raymond City, is located three miles east of Raymond City on 
a short line railroad, on a branch of Poca River. 

On May 29th an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation of this mine is produced by means of a furnace, but owiug 
to the very large development of the mine, the air is close in a 
great many places throughout the mine. In the near future a 
large portion of this mine will be abandoned by virtue of its hav- 
ing been exhausted. The ventilation of the mine will then be 
very much improved with the present appliances. The air at the 
furnace outlet registered 5,850 cubic feet of air per minute. In- 
structions were given to clear the air-ways from obstructions, and 
to have all stoppings made as tight as possible. A new opening 
is being made adjoining the present mine with a view of increas- 
ing the output of coal. This is known as the Britton opening. 
A steam locomotive is used for hauling the coal to the tipple 
from a main pass-way on the inside of the mine. This locomo- 
tive makes a great deal of smoke in the heading, which does not 
circulate through the entire mine. 

Edward Shoenbaum, Supt. H. C. Harper, Mine Boss. 

Mrs. B. McGucken, lessee of Bancroft Coal Co. 

Bancroft mine^ controlled by the above, P. O. Bancroft, is lo- 
cated on the K. & M R. R. at Bancroft. 

On June 9th this mine was visited. It was found that prepara- 
tions were being made to operate this mine 9.t an early date. 
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Men were engaged in cleaning up the roads and placing the mine 

in a condition suitable for working. The mine has been idle since 

' ■ • I 

February, 1896. The coal from this mine is shipped exclusively 

by rail. A great deal of water is in the mine, which will neces- 
sarily have to be pumped out before the mine can be operated. 
D. H. McGucken, Superintendent and Mine Boss. 



Carver Bros. Coal Co. 

Plymouth mine., operated by the above company, P. O. Ply- 
in&nth., is located at Plymouth on the Great Kanawha River, on 
the line of the K. & M. R. R. 

On June 9th this mine was visited, but owing to its not, having 

been in operation since February, an inspection was not made of 
the mine. During February a freshet in the river carried the 

river tipple away. It is the intention to replace this tipple and 

operate the mine upon an increased scale in the near future. 

James Carver, Superintendent. 

KANAHWA COUNTY. 

Elk River Mines. 
St. Marys Coal Co. 

St, Marys mine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Gm- 
ham Mines^ is located on the C. C. & S. R. R., six miles from 
Charleston, 

On May 26th this mine was visited and found not to be in 
operation. It will necessitate the expenditure of some time 
to put this mine in a condition to bo operated properly. 
This is a small mine and owing to. the small number of men 
which it employes when it is in operation, it does not come under 
the jurisdiction of the law. 

Joseph Bibby, Superintendent and Mine Boss. 

The Elk River Coal & Mining Co. 

GraJmin mints., operated by the above company, P. 0. Gra- 
ham Mines., is located seven miles from Charleston, on the C. C. 

fe S. R. R. 

On May 26th this mine was inspected and found to be in a 
ood working condition throughout. The coal in this mine 
neasures three feet. 

T, J. Mason, Supt. W. G. Watson, Mine Boss, 
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Elk River Coal & Coke Co. 

Elk River mine^ uperated by the above company, P. 0. ChaTle^- 
toriy is located 24 miles from Charleston on the C. C. & S. R. R. 

On May 25th this mine was visited, but owing to its not being 
in operation on this date, a full inspection was not made. The 
coal is of a bituminous quality and is four feet thick, with two 
partings of slate in it. 

J. B. Carson, Supt. and Mine Boss. 

Falling Rock Cannel Coal Co. 

Falling Rockmine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Jot- 
dan, is located 18| miles from Charleston on a spur track H 
miles from the main line of the C. C. & S. R. R. 

On May 25th this mine was visited and an inspection made of 
the underground workings. The mine is ventilated by means of 
a fan which gives good results. The general conditions through- 
out this mine are good. The coal in this mine measures two feet 
and is a good quality of cannel coal. The coal after being mined 
is hand picked and no small coal is shipped to market. The 
number of men employed in this mine being five, the mine does 
not properly come under the purview of the law. 

M. F. Spruce, Supt. J. D. ArringtoUj Mine Boss. 

The mine formerly operated by Ferguson & Co., .located at 
Graham Mines, is now controlled by The Elk River Coal & Min- 
ing Co. This mine was found not to be in operation on May 
26th, the date on which it was visited. 



On the Kanawha & Michigan Ry, 

The Campbell's Creek Coal Co. 

CamphelVs Creeh mine No, i, operated by ' the above company, 
P. O. Maiden, ia located on the line of the Kanawha & Michigan 
R. R. near Maiden Station. 

On May 81st this mine was visited and an inspection made of 
the same. The coal at this place measures five feet and has two 
small partings of slate in it. The quantity of air going into the 
mine at the main entrance was 12,750 cu ft. per minute. Some 
loose slate was ordered to be removed from the roof of the main 
heading and from the roof at the head of Walton heading, and 
also at the head of the Jas. Morris heading. The ventilation 
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throughout the mine is very good and the sanitary condition 
of the mine is also good. 

J. E. Dana, Supt. W. B. Calderwood, Mine Boss. 

Campbells' Creek Coal Co. 

Spring Fork mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Mai- 
den^ is located on the K. & M. R. R. \\ miles east of Dana Sta- 
tion. 

On May 28th this mine was inspected. This mine is venti- 
lated by two furnaces which produce about 10,800 cubic feet of 
air per minute. The air is fairly well circulated through the 
mine but there are some places where the air is deficient, espec- 
ially in the working places of the miners. 

At the time of this inspection a double force of men were sink- 
ing a new shaft which was to be used for ventilating purposes, it 
being intended to construct a fan or a furnace at this shaft when 
completed. Five Jeffrey electrical mining machines are used for 
cutting coal in this mine. 

J. E. Dana, Supt. W. B. Calderwood, Mine Boss. 

J. Q. Dickinson & Co. 

Quincy mhie^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Maiden^ 
is located 1| miles from Teele Station, on the K. & M. R. R. 

On June 1st the above mine was visited. This is a new mine 
which was being opened at the time of this inspection. The 
Lewiston seam, which at this place is about 4 feet thick, is being 
opened. It is intended to ship coal from this mine by rail. An 
engine track was being constructed to this mine. No examina- 
tion was made of the inside workings owing to the short distance 
the mine was underground. 

On July 29th this mine was visited and it was found that the 
mine had been advanced a considerable distance and that a sec- 
end opening was being made. The superintendent of this mine 
gave the information that the product of the mine would be 
used principally in the salt furnaces at Maiden. 

J. Q. Dickinson, Supt. John Morris, Mine Boss. 

J. Q. Dickinson & Co. 

Malderi mine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Maiden, 
is located at Maiden, on the line of the K. & M, R, R. This is a 
^rift mine witti natural ventilation. 
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On June 1st and July 28th inspections were made of this mine. 
This mine is about exhausted. The work which is being done 
now is principally pillar robbing. The mine is in anything but a 
satisfactory condition but owing to its short life it was deemed 
unnecessary to insist on making any suggestions which would in- 
volve any great outlay * of expense. The superintendent has 
agreed to furnish a map of the mine before it is abandoned. 

Charles Dickinson, Supt. David Harvey, Mine Boss. 

■ 

Peabody Coal Co. 

Peahody niitie^ owned and operated by the above company, P. 
0. Shr^ewshury^ is located at Shrewsbury, on the K. & M. R. R. 

On June 1st this mine was inspected, and found to be in a poor 
condition in regard to ventilation, drainage and roads. The su- 
perintendent was informed of the condition of the mine and re- 
quests were made to have the mine put in a better condition in 
regard to sanitation, etc. 

On July 29th this mine was again visited and the same found to 
be little better than on first inspection. The suggestions which 
were made at the first inspection had not been complied with but 
assurance was given that in the near future a water heading w^ould 
be driven to daylight for drainage. When this is completed, 
the conditions of the mine will be very much improved. 

John A. Harter, Supt. J. J. Neylon, Mine Boss. 

Monarch Coal Co. 

Monarch vilm\ operated by the above company, P. O. Mm\- 
aroh, is located on the Kanawha (fe Michigan R. R. at Monarch. 

On July 14th this mine was visited and an inspection made of 
the underground workings. It is a drift mine operating the Ce- 
dar Grove coal, which at this place measures 8 feet clean coal, 
and the workings are ventilated by means of a furnace. 

The air is not well carried through the working places in this 
mine. The air courses in some places being obstructed by slate 
falls. The roof throughout the mine is good. The coal from 
this mine is shipped by rail over the K. & M. R. R. and by river 
transportation. The capacity of the mine is 150 tons per day. 

J. D. Harris, Supt. Chas. Armstrong, Mine Boss. 

Black Diamond Coal Co. 

Black Diamond mine, operated by Mr. L. Chandler, Roceiver, 
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P. 0. Lewiston, is situated at Peele Station, on the K. & M. 
H. K. 

On June 1st this mine was visited and found to be idle. This 
was due to the fact that during the early part of 1897 the river 
tipple was washed away by the flood. This condition seems fo 
have embarrassed the former operators of the mine, which re- 
sulted in fche appointment of a receiver. Plans are prepared 
for the construction of a new river tipple. When this is com- 
pleted, it is the intention to operate this mine as it formerly 
was. 

Mr. F. Chandler, Receiver. 

Mines on the C. & O. Ry. 

Coalburg Colliery Co. 

Rondaonine, operated by the above company, F.O. Honda, is lo- 
cated on Cabin Creek, five miles from Coalburg Station. On June 
4th an inspection was made of this mine. The coal at this place 
is seven feet thick, two and one-half feet of which is slate. This 
is called the Coalburg gas coal. The break-throughs in the rooms 
were found to be from 100 to 200 feet apart, and very little air 
was reaching the miners. The ventilation is produced by a fur- 
nace which does not give good results, which is due largely to the 
bad system which is in use in directing the currents of air 
through the mine. To remedy this matter it was suggested that 
the break-throughs be placed at a distance of GO feet apart. 

J. W. Moore, Superintendent. A. P. Crawford, Mine Boss. 

Robinson Coal Co. 

Coalburg rahie^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Coal- 
burg, is located at Coalburg, on the line of the C. & O. R. R. 

On June 2nd this mine was inspected and it was found that the 
work consisted principally of robbing pillars. The roads were wet 
in some places and the ventilation not good. These matters were 
brought to the attention of the mariagement of the mine and in- 
structions were given to remedy the same. 

Arthur Robinson, Supt. James MacClarey, Mine Boss. 

Acme mine, operated by the above company, P. 0. Coalburg, is 
located on the Cabin Creek, fifteen miles from Coalburg Station. 

On June 8rd inspection was made of this mine. The coal at this 
place is four and one-half feet thick and has a streak of slate 
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near the center which runs from one to three iDches thick. Two 
electrical mining machines are used for cutting coal in this 
mine. The ventilation is produced by natural means which give 
sufficient air for the men employed in the mine. The roads are 
in a good condition and the sanitary condition of the mine is 
fair. 

E. F. Stevens, Supt. John Shearer, Mine Boss. 



Keystone riiine^ operated by the above company, P. 0: Coalhurg^ 
is located 180 feet below the Acme mine. The coal at this place 
measures four and one-half feet. 

On June 8rdan inspection was made of this mine. The ventila 

tion of this mine is produced by an exhaust fan which makes 

about 18, COO cubic feet of air per minute. The condition of the 

mine throughout is good in regard to drainage, roads and sanita- 
tion. 

E. F. Stevens, Supt. John S. Holmes, Mine Boas. 



Empvre mine, operated by the above company, P. O. CoaXburg, 
is located fourteen miles from Coalburg on the C. C. branch rail- 
road. 

On June 8rd this mine was visited. This is a new mine which 
has not, as yet, shipped any coal. The headings are driven only 
a short distance into the coal. A new tipple is partly constructed 
at this opening. Work at this mine has been suspended for a 
short time pending an advance in the market price of coal. 

E. F. Stevens, Supt. 



Winifrede Coal Co. 

Wrightsville 7nine, operated by the above company, P. O. Win- 
ifrede, is located one mile from Winifrede Station. 

On June 7th this mine was visited and it was found to be a new 
opening which was being made in the gas coal. It measures 28 
inches in thickness. If this coal proves to be of a good quali- 
ty, it is intended to erect a tipple at this mine. The air in the 
mine is bad but there are two forces at work driving air courses 
which will better the ventilation when finished. 

R. B. Cassady, Supt. Jas. Youell, Mine Boss. 
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South inine^ operated by the same company ab the above, is 
located at Winifrede on the Winifrede R. R. 

On June 5th an inspection was made of this mine. The air 

current at the inside break-through of old No. 6 entry measured 

4,850 cu. ft. per minute. The main straight entry measured 

7,200 cu. ft. and the second intake measured 12,000 cu. ft. It 

was ordered that the mud be removed out of the new straight 

heading and the first left heading, and that the road be filled 

with cinders or broken stone. Some entries were found to be 

driven 300 ft. without a break-through. This matter was brought 

to the attention of the management and instructions were given 

to make the break-throughs sufiiciently close together as to cause 

the mine to be properly ventilated. 

R. B. Cassady, Supt. Jas. Youell, Mine Boss. 



North inine^i owned by the above company, was visited on the 
5th day of June and found to be idle, so an inspection was not 
made of the workings of this mine. 

Charlemore Coal Co. 

Charlemore mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. 
Sernshaw^ is located six miles from the C. & 0. R. R. up Lens 
Creek, on the W. Va. Southern R. R. 

On June 8th this mine was visited. The coal at this place is 
about 40 inches thick with a stratum of sulphur band running 
through it. This mine has just recently been opened and at the 
time of this inspection the tipple was not completed and no 
shipments had been made. The entries were being driven in or- ^ 
der to get a sufiicient distance to break off a number of rooms. 
A furnace was under construction. 

W. H. Gaffrey, Supt. Sam Coulter, Mine Boss. 

Lens Creek Coal and Coke Co. 

Lens Creek mine, operated by the above company, P. O. Hern- 
shaw, is looated four and one-half miles from Brownstown, on 
the W. Va. Southern R. R. 

On June 8th this mine was inspected. The ventilation, which 
is produced by a furnace, is fair, there being at the main en- 
trance 2,860 cu. ft. of air per minute in circulation, and at the 
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furnace outlet 8,820 cu. ft. of air per minute. The sanitary con- 
dition of the mine is fair. 

M. 0. Brooks, Supt. J. W. Noble, Mine Boss. 



Brabbin Coal Co. 

Brdbhin mine, P. 0. liemshav), is located at Hernshaw Sta- 
tion, on the W. Va. Southern R. R. 

On June 8th this min^ was visited and found to be idle. This 
mine employs about 25 men. The ventilation of the mine is nat- 
ural. The mine has not been mapped. The mine not being in 
operation an inspection of the underground workings was not 
made. 

Robert Brabbin, Supt. L. N. Perry, Mine Boss. 

Black Band Coal Co. 

Black Band mine, operated by the above company, P. O. 
lleriishan\ is located on the W. Va. Southern R. R., five and 
one-half miles from Brownstown. 

On June 8th this mine was inspected. The venitlation of this 
mine is produced by a furnace which gives fairly good results. 
The coal at this place measures 40 inches. The sanitary condi- 
tion of the mine is good. The following volumes of air were ob- 
served in this mii.e: At main entrance 1890 cu. ft. per minute; 
at the furnace outlet 5,720 cu. ft. per minute; No. 1 opening at 
inlet 3,720 cu. ft. per minute; at the outlet 8,520 cu. ft. per min- 
ute. This mine is being operated under the management of a 
receiver. 

A. W. Wooldredge, Supt. L. W. Pryor, Mine Boss. 

WAYNE COUNTY MINES. 

There has been no revival in the mining industry of this coun- 
ty during the past year. All the mines in this county have re- 
mained idle for over a year and there are no prospects of any re- 
newed activity. The expense of operating the mines seems to 
have been the cause of the failures and abandonments in this 
county. 

The mines in this county were visited, but owing to the condi- 
tions stated above they were not inspected. There are five aban- 
doned mines in this county. 
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a 


=.%'-i 


= S^ 










,,£■■- 


























ill 




Name of Counties. 


i 




ill 


Ri^iiiai'ka. 







1^ 


&lrk 






MasoD 


1! 


277 


4 


111,635 


No Cok« Miiiiu- 


Putnam. ... 


s 


4(51; 


S 


181,622 


factured in the 


Kanawlia 


ar 


l,4Kli 


26 


004,761 


Spcoud Diatrict 


Wayne 


b 




6 


847,818 




Totals. 


86 


2,28l| 37 





162 An^ojal Report. 



THIRD DISTRICT. 

John I. Absalom, Inspector' 
Powelltoi], W. Va. 



Inspection of the mines in the counties of 
Fayette^ and part of Kanawha. 

Powellton, W. Va., July 1, 1897. 
Hon. James W. Paul, Chief Mine Impector. 

Charleston, W Va. 

Dear Sir.: — I hereby take pleasure in submitting to you, pur- 
suant to regulations, my report in connection with mines visited 
during the month of June, 1897. 

In the first place, I regret to say that owing to dull trade the 
regularity of vigilance in keeping the mines in good conditioD is 
more o^* less neglected, economy being observed to tide over to a 
more prosperous future. In a great measure this economical prac- 
tice is detrimental to the better interests of the mines. 

Shipments by rail and by river have been larger during the 
past month than for the same month of last year. 

Ventilation is being more appreciated in this district thaD 
formerly, and now, fans are being put in place at a number of 
mines and a great many more will be placed in the near future. 
Operators realize the superior eflBciency of men and mules in an 
atmosphere of good and regular air currents as against ventila- 
tion that is irregular and uncertain. The force fans, in all in- 
stances, are found to produce the best results. The only fault 
arising from the use of fans is the neglect to keep the stoppings 
closed to prevent leakage. A large percentage of accidents occur 
through lack of specific regulations whereby many accidents could 
be avoided. Detailed laws bearing on the necessary precautions 
to be exercised in the workings of a mine are greatly needed, 
especially in regard to the handling of explosives, blasting, prop- 
ping and supporting the coal over the miners' undercut. 
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The use of oils of a healthful quality needs a law to regulate 
the same as luauy mines, which would otherwise be well aired, 
are now very much impaired, and in all cases where inferior oils 
are used for illuminating purposes, the air is obnoxious and very 
unhealthful. 

A regulation on timbering is needed, as frequently timbers are 
placed in such a position as to act the part of a death trap rather 
than to add safety to the mine. 

Hoping this slight preface is in order, I will follow in detail 
my visits from mine to mine. Permit me to say that thus far I 
have been courteously dealt with at all places, and my recom- 
mendations have been kindly and willingly observed. 

Yours truly, 

JOHN I. ABSALOM, 
Im^pectov Third Distriet, 
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KANAHWA COUNTY. 

Belmont Coal Co. 

Belmont mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Crovyn 
nUl^ is located on the line of the C, & 0. R. R. 

On July 7th this plant and the underground workings were in- 
spected. This company operate several openings in the Lewis- 
ton, Coalburg and Kanawha splint coal seams which vary in 
thickness from three to six feet. This locality is exceptional to 
the entire field at this vicinity. The Lewiston and Coalburg 
seams appear to form a basin in the center of this lease, seeming 
to be more of a freak than a regularity, as on the leases east and 
west of this plant the seams are irregular and of less thickness, 
The base of the mine operated being on the left of the Coalburg 
seam. The Lewiston seam, with the best coal 100 feet above, is 
reached by a second incline, while the Kanawha seam, 100 feet 
below, is reached by a graded tram road. This lower seam is but 
little developed at present and shows about 8 feet 6 inches of coal 
with a small streak of. slate running through it. 

The Coalburg seam is intei|nixed with a considerable amount 
of impurities. They have now driven their main entry 1,500 
feet through the mountain and erected a trestle across Dry Hol- 
low to the mountain beyond, where the Lewiston seam mea9iires4 
feet and over, which they intend to open up and haul the pro- 
duct to the head of the inclined plane by an endless rope system. 

At the date of this inspection men were engaged in improving 
the grade of this main thoroughfare and removing the old tim- 
bers and loose top which in places is very bad. 

The Cedar Grove coal is being developed on this property 
below the Coalburg seam. At this point the coal measures 3 
feet in thickness. The ventilation of the above mines is pro- 
duced by a furnace and natural causes. 

Morris Embleton, Supt. E. H. Embleton, Mine Boss. 

• 

Montgomery Coal Co. 

Cmisolidated unine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Montgomery^ is located on the main line of the C. & O. R. R., 
midway between Handley and Montgomery. During April, 1896, 
an assignment was made by the above company and the mine 
was ^operated under the direction of a receiver for a period of two 
months. The property was then leased by Mr. S. H. Montgom- 
ery, who is president of the above coal company. 
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The Kanawha seam, which varies from 5 to 6 feet in thickness, 
with a varied quantity of impurities, was the only seam that 
was being worked at this pltot at the time of this inspection, 
June 16th. 

Their main heading has been driven in a, fault with scarcely 
any coal at all for a distance of 1,400 feet. The heading is getting 
into fairly good coal at its face. When this heading reaches the 
outcrop, it is the intention to erect at that place a fan for the 
ventilation of this mine. For the ventilation of this fault head- 
ing, a small fan and ventilating boxes are used. The present 
method of ventilating the mine in general is by natural causes, 
which give very unsatisfactory results. Assurance was given by 
Mr. Montgomery, that the necepsary steps would be taken to ven- 
tilate this mine in a mere satisfacory way. In other respects the 
mine is in a good condition, as they have a good roof and are not 
bothered with much water. 

The Coalburg seam, at this place, is not now worked. The 
present operation is connected by a long incline to the railroad 
tipple. During the rise in the river in the fore part of the pres- 
ent year, the river tipple was washed away at this plant. 

Union mine, operated by the above company, has not been in 
operation since August, 1896. 

S. H, Montgomery, Supt. Edward Pinkney, Mine Boss. 



Chesapeake Mining Co. 

C/tesapeake mm<?, operated by the above company, P. 0. Hand" 
lei/, is located one mile from the Handley railroad yard on the 
main line of the C. & O. R. R. 

On June 19th an inspection was made of this mine, which was 
found to be in very good condition as to drainage and ventila- 
tion, there being a few stoppings in the mine that were needing 
repair. A new boiler was found on the plant which is to be in- 
stalled for steam generation for the fan, the old boiler having 
been abandoned owing to its faulty condition. This company 
has lately opened a pair of new drifts in the mountain west of 
the main mine, which will be ventilated by means of a furnace. 
The coal in this new opening is from 4 feet to 5 feet 6 inches in 
height, whereas in the main mine the coal varies in height from 3 
feet to 6 feet 6 inches, with a slate parting in the bottom of the 
i3oal ranging from 1 inch to 6 inches in thickness. 

The Wftin eotry of this mine encounters heavy gradf 9 at som^ 
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points. The roof in most places is bad, yet on the whole it is 
well looked after. This company has made several new open- 
ings on a C. & 0. R. R. lease, and made preparations for extend- 
ing operatons in the future. The new incline to the same is com- 
plete. 

The coal is hauled to the railroad and river tipples by means of 
a small steam locomotive. The tipples are very well constructed 
and are well planned for the handling of the coal. Since the 
Union mine has suspended operations, this tipple has been im- 
proved and arranged for the coaling of the C. & O. railroad en- 
gines. The sanitary condition of the mine was found to be fair. 

J. B. Lewis, Supt. Alex Thompson, Mine Boss, 

McAllister & Co. 

Eaat Bank mine^ operated under a lease by the above company, 
P. O. East BanJc^ is a dirft mine located on the line of the C. & 
O. R. R. 

On July 2nd an inspection was made of this mine. The ventila- 
tion was found to be insufficient for the number of men employed 
in the mine, and the second openiig was useless in so much as it 
was not passable, and in case of any disaster whereby the main 
opening should be obstructed, it would be impossible for the men 
to escape through the second opening. On July 6 the Chief Mine 
Inspector, Paul, and District Mine Inspector, Absolom, visited 
this mine with a view of arriving at the proper course to pursue 
in* inducing the operators of this mine to make such alterations 
as were deemed necessary for the safety of the men working 
therein. The following letter of instruction was forwarded the 
management of this mine: 

State of West Virginia. 
Office of 
Mine Inspector, Third District. 
Powellton, W. Va., July 6, 1897. 
The McAllister Coal Co., "Chestnut Point Mines. '^ 

East bank, Kanawha County, W.. Va. 
(rentlemen: — By examination of your mine above named and lo- 
cated, on July 2 and 6, 1897, I find incumbent upon me, in accord- 
ance with Sec. 12 Mine Laws in force from July 1, 1890, to call 
your strict attention to Sec. 6 (six) and 10 (ten) of the -same. In 
the first place your No. 4 right entry is in a dangerous condition 
from the effect of a heavy squeeze now active throughout said 
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entry, which, on account of its being a' single entry, without a re- 
liable and safe escape, or outlet, in case of a general or partial ' 
collapse of the roof on said entry, is unsafe. 

I would suggest that you at once notify the miners and day 
hands employed therein, that the same is declared by me no 
longer safe to work therein. I realize the importance of winning 
the balance of the coal now remaining unworked on said entry, as 
to let it remain as it now stands would tend to carry the squeeze 
beyond this point to the main entry. Such a contingency would 
entail unusual precaution to protect the general mine, and in all 
probability cause general ruin of the mine. I do not consider it 
would be absolutely unsafe to be worked by experienced, practi- 
cal and thoroughly competent miners under the direction and con- 
stant vigilance of a practical mine boss; the men not to be scat- 
tered, but to work close enough that warnings of danger could 
readily be imparted to all at once. These precautions, together 
with the connection now being made from No. 4 entry to No. 5 
entry, via No. 8 room and No. 4 entry, would enable you to work 
out the balance of the coal yet on that entry to the line. Then, 
afterwards, to systematically rob and take out the remaining pil- 
lars and entry stumps, thereby winning all the coal in said bound- 
ary, and alleviate the danger to the general mine by a continuous 
squeeze. 

Your attention is especially directed to §§ 6 and 10, as your ven- 
tilation is now inefficient, owing to there being no regular main- 
tained course for a returh to the furnace, which is absolutely nec- 
essary and required. 

Also that a second opening, in accordance with § 6, must be 

maintained and kept free from obstructions, for the purpose of 

traveling therein. In this your provision is lacking, yet on the 

line of our consideration in connection with the course on the 

map, you can readily make such a route sufficient and reasona- 

}>le, that will comply, by opening and coursing through the paral- 
lel to your main entry, from the ()th left entry to your 2nd right 
entry, and there bridge across your main entry to the present 
furnace connecticm, thereby making you a permanent second open- 
ing or outlet, and return airway. 

An immediate prosecution of the foregoing instructions will 
prevent the unpleasant necessity of my proceeding further, as di- 
rected by § 12 of the Mine Laws of the State of West Virginia. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) JOHN I. ABSALOM, 

' Inspector of Mines, Third District. 
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On July 14th this mine was again visited by Mine Inspector Ab- 
salom and it was found that progress was being made m accord- 
ance with the suggestions as stated in the above communication. 

James Kelso, Supt. and Mine Boss. 

The Kanawha Splint Coal Co. 

Black Cat Min^, operated by the above company, P. O. East- 
l)ank\ is located on the C. & O. R. R., one mile east of Eastbank. 
This mine has three drifts and is ventilated by natural causes and 
a furnace. 

On July 7th, an inspection was made of this mine. There is a 
gravity plane from the Coalburg seam to the railroad tipple and 
also one from the Coalburg seam to the Lewiston seam. This 
mine is working the adjoining lease to the Belmont property. 
The Coalburg seam has been very little developed, it being about 
5 ft. thick and very dirty. The Lewiston seam is from 2 ft. 6 in. 
to 4 ft. thick. There are two openings in this seam. The east 
opening adjoining Belmont is connected by a tram road to the west 
opening. They intend soon to make an inside connection. The 
principal work now in the east opening is pillar work. The main 
working is bothered considerably by bad roof and water, but it is 
well looked after, the top being taken down in all rooms and en- 
tries. The furnace is not sufficient to properly ventilate this mine, 
as at its ])est it is only temporary and too small. The river tip- 
ple, which was washed away during the fore part of the year, is 
being reconstructed. 

The following mines in this county were not inspected, owing to 
their not being in operation on the days on which the inspector 
visited the mines : 

Big Mountain Mining Co, No. 1 and No. 2. 

Cannelton Mine. 

Cannelton No. 2 Gas. 

Staunton Mine. 

Thomas-Scholz Mine. 

Riverside Mine. 

Montgomery Mine. , 

Lewiston No. 2 Mine. 

Mammoth Mine. 

Crown Hill Mine, 
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PAYETTE COUNTY. 

The Great Kanawha Colliery Co. 

Digby Tnine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. ML Car- 
hon^ is located on the main line of the C. & 0. R. R., six miles 
west of Kanawha Falls. 

On June 18th an inspection was made of this mine. This is the 
most easterly gas coal mine in this county. It is reached from 
the tipple by means of a long gravity incline operated on the 
Barney system. This mine was opened some time during the 
fifties. The coal attains a thickness of 6 feet with a middle slate 
which varies from 1 incn to 12 inches. The ventilation is pro- 
duced by natural means and, at present, is satisfactory. In case 
the ventilation should prove insufficient by the development of 
this mine, a furnace would meet the requirements. The roof ir\ 
most places throughout the mine is of slate which falls easily. 
The bottom is soft, which makes the drainage rather unfavorable. 
The main entry maintains a heavy grade throughout. 

Symington Macdonald, Supt. John Holmes, Mine Boss. 

The Great Kanawha Colliery Co. 

The Great Kanawha No, lirdne^ operated by the above company, 
is located on the line of the C. & O. R. R. near Armstrong Creek. 

On June 18th an inspection was made of this mine. This mine is 
very extensive, the main entry being driven up alongside of 
Armstrong Creek for a distance of about 8,000 feet. The seam in 
this mine seems to have split since at some places in the fore part of 
the workings the top seam was close enough to be worked with the 
bottom seam. In the advanced workings the bottom part alone 
is worked as the top seam appears to have run out. This leaves the 
main bench of coal from 3 ft. 6 in. to 5 ft. thick. Electrical coal 
cutters are used for under mining the coal, and the mine is 
equipped with an electrical locomotive for hauling. The coal cut- 
ter is not ran to its full capacity, since it is only used in the low 
coal. The motor hauls for a distance of 7,000 feet, displacing a 
large number of mules on their main haulage. Barring the petty 
annoyance of the armature burning out, the motor does well? 
while the electrical coal cutter does most excellent work. The 
operation of this electrical plant improves as the employes become 
more educated and more skillful in the operation of the electrical 
macbin^9. The drainage and ventilation of this mine are good. The 
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ventilation is produced l)y a fan which is driven by electricity. 
This mine is connected to the railroad tipple by a lon^ incline, 
thence by a short incline to the river tipple. They have a larore 
and well appointed surface plant consisting of an iron covered tip- 
ple, brick ])()wer house and boiler room, and a crushed coke plant 
and bins. 

Symington Macdonald, Supt. John Holmes, Mine Boss. 

M. T. Davis & Co. 

Kureka iiil)u\ oi)erated by the above company, P. O. Montgom- 
ery^ is located on the branch line which leads out from the C. <fe 
0. R. R. between Montgcmiery and Handley, near the Kanawha 
Countv bonndarv line. This is a verv old mihe and is not now 
very extensively wcn^ked. The coal from this mine is hau'ed very 
successfully by endless rope from the mine direct to the tipple. 
The ventilation, which is produced by a fan, is good. Considera- 
ble timbering has been done in this mine, owing to a heavy 
squeeze which was brought on by the long standing of the mine, 
which is an old one. Barring the dangers from the above condi- 
tions, the mine is in very good order. The seam of coal in this 
mine reaches from 4^^ to 6 feet. 

M. T. Davis, Supt. Oeorge Frazier, Mine Boss. 

M. T. Davis & Co. 

Xo 5 Block' Coal nnne^ operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Montgohtery^ is located on Morris creek, on a spur track leading 
from the main line of the C'. & O. R. R, at a poinf between Hand- 
ley and Montgomery. 

On June 15th an inspection was made of this mine. The ventila- 
tion, produced by a furnace, is fair, and the sanitary condition of 
the mine is up to the a\"erage. 

The coal in this mine has an average thickness of (5 feet. Some- 
times it runs as high as 7 feet. The mine is reached by an incline 
about 1,700 feet kmg. The coal in this mine is worked almost ex- 
clusively by electrical mine machines of the chain cutter type. 
This is j)robably the most successfully operated machine mine in 
the region. The roof of the mine is rather unfavorable for ma- 
chine mining, but great (;are is taken in ])osting the roof and in a 
great many cases temj)()rarv i)osling is resorted to while the cut- 
ters are })eing used. F^ieclrical drills are used for l)oring the 
holes in the coal for the charge of powder. All of the work in 
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this mine is done ))y day labor, ^'el•y little work is done with the 
miner's pick, the i)ick hein^ used only for the purpose of trim- 
minfi: the coal and scjuarino: up the working faces preparatory for 
the electrical cutters. 

^ The capacity of this mine is from 500 to 600 tons per day. The 
oils used for illuminating purposes in this mine, are kerosene, 
black straj) and lard oil. 

M. T. Uavis, Supt. (leorge Frazier, Mine Boss. 

Mecca Coal & Coke Co. 

Mecra Mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Montg(HR' 
ery^ is located on Morris Creek. 

On July 18th the above mine was inspected. This mine has an 
opening on each side of the 8chulyer Fork of Morris Creek, and 
they are connected by a tipple located in the valley. The tipple 
is very complete in its appointments. 

The No. 2 gas coal is mined at this place, the coal having a 
thickness ranging from 4 ft. to 6 ft. The roof is a draw slate 
which is easily supported. Both mines are ventilated by im- 
proved mine fans. One section of this mine is ventilated by 
means of a fire basket, but preparations are being made to install 
a fan. The drainage and roads are in a fair condition. 

John Carver, Supt. John Tasker, Mine Boss. 



Coal Valley Mining Co. 

St'raughan ndne^ operated ])y the above company, P. O. Mont- 
gomery^ is located on the main line of the C. & O. K. K., near the 
county boundary line. 

On June 15th the above mine was visited. The work in this mine 
is being drawn back for the purpose of finishing the mine, the 
work being principally the drawing of pillars and stumps. The 
capacity of the mine is about 200 tons per day. The map of this 
mine has not been extended since 1891. This matter was brousrht 
to the attention of the management of the mine with a request 
that the map be extended in accordance with the reciuirements of 
the mine law. 

Kerosene oil, black strap, and lard oil are used for illuminating 
purposes. This company expects to abandon this mine in the 
course of two years. 

John W. Straughan, Sui)t. John Allen, Mine Boss. 
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W. R. Johnson & Co. 

Crescent Block coal mlne^ operated by the above, P. O. GreS" 
ceiit^ is located on the main line of the C. & O. R. R., 2T 
miles east of Charleston. 

On July 12tb an inspection was made of thiamine. This is a driCi, 
mine ventilated by natural causes. The coal in this mine is 7 
6 in. thick, including a top coal, which is from 6 in. to 14 ii 
thick. The top coal is left up since it contains more or less su^ 
phur. 

There are three openings to this mine. The tipple on the riv^s- 
is reached by an incline of 80 degrees. This tipple has been a^j:- 
ranged to supply the C. & O. R. R. engines with block coa H 
Their railroad contract for supplying the engines often necessi- 
tates the operation of this mine on Sundays. This river tipple is 
also the landing for the gas coal. The tipple is rather elaborate 
in its plans, and is equipped with crushers, elevators and coal bins, 
and a number of ingenious devices are used for handling the cars 
which supply the coai for the engines, river tipple, and the coke 
ovens. The map of this mine has not been extended since Juue, 
1896. 

T. A. Bartlem, Supt. Richard Howe, Mine Boss. 

W. R. Johnson & Co. 

Crescent Gas laine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Montgomery^ is a drift mine ventilated by means of a fan. 

On July 12th an inspection was made of this mine. The air in 
this mine was found to V)e excellent. The map of the mine has not 
been extended since June, 1896. The work in this mine is 
exclusively the robbing of pillars, since there is no more solid 
coal in the mine. At the present capacity of this mine there will 
be five years more work in it. Owing to the drawing back 
of the pillars, the second opening is obstructed at times. It is im- 
portant that a second opening be maintained in this mine, owing 
to the danger of the mine closing in and imprisoning the men. 
This matter was brought to the attention of the management of 
the mine with the suggestion that extreme caution be taken to see 
that the second opening is at all times open to travel. 

While the robbing is being done quite completely, it cannot be 
economically ^lone since the bottom heaves badly and the roof, be- 
ing a draw slate, is hard to hold, since it disintegrates very rapid- 
ly. The goal is very rqiucb crushed, although large piUfl^rs have 
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been left. • Owing to the unfavorable conditions in this riiine, the 
expense of robbing is greater than the expense of advancing the 
workings in the solid coal. The incline from the tipple to the 
mine is 850 feet long. 

T. A. Bartlem, Supt. W. Giles, Mine Boss. 

^yant Coal & Coke Co. 

Diamond mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Eagle^ is 
located eight miles below Kanawha Falls, on the C. & O. R. R. 

On June 7th the above mine was inspected. This mine operates 
the No. 2 gas coal, which belongs to the lower Kittanning meas- 
ure. 

The mine is connected by an incline of several hundred feet to 
the railroad tipple. The coal is hauled from the inside to the 
drum house]^by a tail rope system. The main entry of this mine 
is in a bad condition on account of a squeeze caused by weak pil- 
lars. The bottom heaves badly owing to a fire clay bottom. The 
main heading of this mine is now stopped on account of falls of 
the roof. There is a rider of coal at variable heights over the 
main seam which causes the top slate to cut very badly. This is 
the general condition of the roof throughout the gas seam, especi- 
ally in the narrow workings. The roof in the rooms does not 
come down so readily, since the advanced headings drain the 
water from the I'ider of coal above. Where this water percolates 
through the roof it causes the slate to cut very badly. The inter- 
ior of this mine is getting to be in a fair shape. The coal aver- 
ages from 5 ft. 6 in. to 6 ft. thick. There is a second opening to 
this mine which affords a very good outlet. The ventilation of 
this mine is produced by means of a furnace which does not pro- 
duce a sufficient volume of air. There is a fan on the plant which 
the company has promised to place in position at once. 

William Wyant, Supt. James Perung, Mine Boss. 

Wyant Coal & Coke Co. 

Eagle mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Eagle^ im- 
mediately adjoins the Diamond mine. 

On June 8th this mine was inspected. No coal is shipped from 
this mine. All of the coal mined is converted into coke. No in- 
cline is used for the purpose of getting the coal from the mine 
to the ovens. The co£|;l is crushed at the mine and is then per- 
mitted to pass through a pipe down the mountain side to the 
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chargiirg bins. The main entry of this mine is about 1^ miles 
long. ■ 

The ventilation of this mine is produced by a fan which gives 
good results. The drainage of the mine is bad, the main entry 
having to be pumped and bailed continuously. The superintend- 
ent of this mine promised to endeavor to drain this mine by means 
of a ditch from the lower opening. If this can be successfully 
. done, the mine will be well' drained, otherwise it will be necessarv 
to put in a pump. The coal in this mine measures 4 ft. 6 in. 

William Wyant, Supt. Thomas Loyd, Mine Boss. 



St Clair Coal Co. 

St Clair No. 1 mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. 
Eagh^ is located between the Eagle mine on the w^est and, the For- 
est Hill mine on the east. Two seams of coal are operated at this 
l^lant, the Eagle No. 1 seam, and the Coal Valley Gas No. 2. The 
coal from No. 1 mine is dumped at the drift mouth into a bin 
from which it is conducted through an iron pipe 24 in. in diame- 
ter to a coal crusher near the ovens. Preparations are now being 
made to c(mstruct an incline from this mine alongside of the No. 
2 incline to the river and raili'oad tipples. 

The ventilation of this mine is, at present, insufficient. A new 
fan is on the plant and will soon be installed at the mine. A very 
complete electrical plant is installed at this mine. The coal is 
hauled a long distance by means of a 9 ton electrical locomotive. 
The greater portion of the coal from this mine is mined by elec- 
trical cutting machines. The coal in this mine measures 4 ft. 4 
in. in thickness with an impurity ranging from 4 in. to 6 in. in 
thickness. The roof is flaky and very treachel'ous and requires a 
great many ])()sts to su])i)ort it. A former squeeze on the main 
portion of this mine has necessitated the i)lacing of a great many 
timbers in the main haulage- way, which is very much cramped. 
The drainage of the mine is good, and the sanitary condition fail'. 
At the head of the workings, this mine has intersected the work- 
ings of the Eagle mine. 

M. T. Davis, Su])t. A. P. Sheare, Mine Boss. 



St. Clair JVo, ^2 nfine^ o\^Q\'^iQ{\ by the above company, is lo- 
cated a))ove the No. 1 mine. 

On June 21st this mine was visited, but owing to it being idle 
on that day, a thorougli inspection was not made of the under- 
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g^round workings. This minfe is connected to the tipple below by 
a long inclined plane. It is well ventilated by means of a fan. 
The sanitary condition of the mine is fair. The coal measures 
from 4 ft. to 5 ft. in thickness and has a draw slate top. The map 
of this mine is extended to September, 1890. A request was made 
to have the mine map extended to date. 

M. T. Davis, Supt. A. P. Sheare, Mine Boss. 



Mt. Carbon Company, Liinited. 

Vulcan mine, operated by the above company, P. O. Pmmllton^ 
is located eight miles from the C. &. O. K. R. on the Powellton <fe 
Pocahontas R. R. 

On May 18th ?in inspection was made of this mine. There are 
nine openings to this mine, four on the north and four on the 
south of the main oj)ening. The ventilation of this mine is pro- 
duced by natural causes, which give most satisfactory results. The 
conditions surrounding this mine are extremely favorable for 
natural ventilation. The aggregate of the volumes of air going 
into the mine through the various openings amounts to from 15,- 
000 to 30,000 cubic feet of air per minute. The coal from this 
plant has three distinct outlets, one by way of the C. (fe O. R. R., 
the other by way of the Great Kanawha River, and a third by way 
of the K. & M. R. R. 

A transfei* boat is used for relaying the railroad cars from the 
P. & P. R. R. to the K. & M. R. R. This company operates a 
plant of 202 beehive coke ovens which have a capacity of 800 tons 
of 48 hour coke per day. The main haulage way of this mine is 
being relaid with 80 lb. steel rails. When this is completed, it is 
the intention to use a ten ton pneumatic locomotive which will be 
used for doing all of the underground hauling. Preparations are 
being made to lay 8,000 feet of 5 in. pipe on the main entry of 
this mine for the pur])ose of su])])lying the locomotive and mining 
machines with compressed air. A ])()wer house of stone and brick 
is nearing completion. There is now on the ground one of Inger- 
soll-Sargeant's latest improved three-phase air compressors. It is 
expected that this ])neumatic plant will be installed and in opera- 
tion by July 1,1897. No pains are being spared to make this 
plant a first class one in every detail and the result will be an im- 
portant one to the entire State as well as to Fayette County. This 
])lant is thoroughly and extensively equipped with bins for coal 
and crushed coke, and with modern crushers for reducing the coal 
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and coke. The ovens are provided with a larry and a steam loco- 
motive for hauling the same. 

The Vulcan mine works a distinct seam of excellent gas, steam 
and coking coal, averaging in thickness from 5 ft. 6 in. to 7 ft. 2 
in., with a middle parting of slate ranging from 2 in. to 12 in. in 
thickness. The main bench of coal has a small bony rider. The 
roof being varied with sand rock and slate, and the bottom being 
of fire clay, the coal is favorably adapted to any method of min- 
ing, and is now worked by the double entry method with pillar 
and stall. 

This seam is considered to be a freak, since it does not develop 
into workable dimensions elsewhere. 

Evan Powell, Supt. Henry Carrol, Mine Boss^ 

The Gauley Mountain Coal Co. 

Gaul(ni Mountain II dne^ operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Ansted^ is located on a branch railroad three miles from the C. & 
O. K. R. at Hawks Nest. 

On June 10th this mine was visited for the purpose of learning 
the details of the fatal accident of June 8, in which mine boss, 
G.W. Crump, and engineer, Elijah Neal, lost their lives. This mine 
has a very large development, but only that portion of the mine 
was inspected where the above named men lost their lives. 

W. N. Page. Supt. J. W. Straughan, Mine Boss. 

Thomas Coal Co. 

iSunnyside mine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Hmcl's 
Nest^ is a drift mine located on the main line of the C. & 0. R. 
R., two miles east of Hawks Nest. 

On July 26th an inspection was made of this mine. A gravity 
incline is used for letting the coal from the mine to the tipple. 
Two 5-ton Monitors are used for this purpose. This mine has two 
openings in the Sewell seam which averages 8 ft. of good coal. 
The seam at this point dips from the opening and has a fall of 18 
ft. in 2,500 ft., making the (kainage an item of considerable ex- 
pense. A steam pump is used, however, and no pains are spared 
to keep the mine in a good condition. 

The east opening of this mine has advanced within a few hun- 
dred feet of the abandoned portion of the Elmo mine in which is 
standing a large body of water. A barrier pillar of 800 feet is 
left between the working face of this mine and the Elmo mine. 
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The superintendent of this mine was advised to drive an inde- 
pendent drift in order to drain the water in the low portion of the 
mine. Written instructions were given this company to use 
every precaution in advancing towards the old workings of the 
Elmo mine, and were instructed to keep bore holes in advance of 
the working places. 

D. R. Bishop, Supt. A. S. Pike, Mine Boss. 

New River Mining Co. 

J'Jnio mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. FAiao^ is lo- 
cated on the line of the C. & O. R. R., at Elmo. 

On July 26th an inspection was made of this mine. The mine 
is a drift opening with furnace ventilation which is very good. 
The drainage and roads in this mine are both very nnich in need 
of repair. This plant has the best tipple of any plant in this dis- 
trict. The tipple is arranged to store 300 tons of all sizes of coal, 
and three box cars can be loaded at >ne time. A large stone 
power house has been erected at this plant preparatory to putting 

in an electrical plant for hauling and cutting coal. There is a 
large body of water standing in the abandoned portion of thjis 

mine. 

The Sewell seam is worked at this mine and has an average 
thickness of 8 ft. of clean coal which has a verv (^ven texture. A 
gravity plane from the drift mouth to the tipple is used for let- 
ting the mine cars down the side of the mountain. Two cars are 
let down on each trip. The map of this mine is extended to 
May, 1893. 

T. W. Burke, Supt. G. W. Smith, Mine Boss. 

Fayette Coal & Coke Co. 

Fayette mine^ operated l)y the above company, P. O. Fayette^ is 
a drift mine located on the main line of the C. (fe O. R. R., five 
miles east of Hawks Nest. 

On July 24th this mine was inspected. The map of this mine 
has been extend :;d to June, 1895. Instructions were given to have 
the map extended to date. 

The ventilation of this mine is produced by a furnace which 
gives fairly good results except in some parts of the entries, 
where there are no break-throughs, the air is very close. The ab- 
sence of these break-throughs appears to i)e due to the miners be- 
ing averse to driving them. The Sewell seam of coal is mined at 
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this plant and has an average thickness of 2 ft. Tin. The main entiy 
of this mine has been driven through a rock depression in the coal 
for a distance of several hundred feet. The coal in some parts of 
this depression is only 8 in. thick. Since (h-iving through this 
depression, the entry has been graded for nearly a mile, making 
the grade in favor of the loaded cars. 

.J. A. Boone, Supt. Val Ruchman, Mine Boss. 

Thurmond Coal Co. 

Tliuriitond rnliu^ operated ])y the above company, P. O. Concho, 
is located on the south side of New River on a branch of the C. k 
O. R. R., one mile below Thurnumd Station. 

On June 5th this mine was visited and found to be idle. Durinff 
April, 18U7, the drum house, tipple and storage bins at this plant 
were destroyed by fire. These structures have been rebuilt and 
the plant is again ready for operation. There are three mines, or 
openings, now ready for operation, No. 1 and No. 2 being the 
main openings, and No. 8, which has been standing for some 
years, has been put in a workable condition. All of the workings 
seem to go to the dip. 

There is a well equipped electrical plant at this mine. The 
mines were found to i>e in a good condition for work. The venti- 
lation of the No. I opening is produced by a fan placed on the in- 
side of the mine about midway of the (Irift mouth and working 
face of the main entry. Mines No. 2 and No. 8 are ventilated bv 
means of a furnace. 

Owing to a rechiction in the price of pick mining which was 
made at this mine at the time they were ready to resume opera- 
tions, the men refused to go to work and at the date of this inspec- 
tion the mine was idle, pending an agreement. 

H. (t. Caperton, Superintendent. Arthur Boyd, Mine Boss. 

New River Cok(^ Co. 

XorthSide inini\ operated by the above company, P. O. Caper- 
ton, is located at Caperton on the line of the C. & O. R. R. 

On July 29th an inspection was made of this mine. This mine 
is ventilated by natural causes which do not give satisfactory re- 
sults through the old portion of the mine, but in the new section 
of the mine the ventilation is much better, and the conditions hi 
ireneral in the new section of the mine are much better than those 
in the old portion of the mine which at the date of this inspection 
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was being ro])bed. This mine has two openings both of which 
are kept clear of obstructions. A tail rope haulage of 4,000 feet 
in length is used for hauling coal through the main mountain. 
The engines which furnish the power for this haulage plant are 
located at the foot of the mountain near the tipple. The tipple of 
this plant is also usod by the South Side mine. 

H. (t. Capertcm, Supt. Thomas Boyd, Mine Boss. 

South Side tulne^ operated by the above company, is a drift 
mine located at South (^aperton. This mine is ventilated l)y 
means of a furnace which does not give satisfactory results.. This 
is due largely to the use of canvas doors for the directing of the 
currents, and to the fact that the mine is operated on the single 
entry system. The roads are muddy but the working places are 

The Sewell seam of coal is operated at this mine and measures 
4i ft. in thickness. The coal dips rapidly to the south and west, 
which makes the drainage a rather difficult pro])leni. The miners 
push the cars in and out of their rooms since the roof is too low 
for the animals to enter the rooms except where the top is shot 
down. Preparati(ms are being, made to put in a rope haulage 
which will dispense with the heavy and laborious mule haulage. 
The coal from this mine is carried by means of a suspended cable 
line 18,000 feet long from the drift mouth of this mine to the tip- 
ple on the north side of New River on the main line of the C. & 
0. K. R. The buckets used for this purpose hold 2\ tons each. 

H. (t. Capert(m, Supt. John (HI more, Mine Eoss. 

Red Ash Coal Co. 

AW .l.s7^ ////n<^^^, operated by the above company, P. 0. liiish 
Bfuu is a drift mine located on the south side of New River, one 
and one-half miles west of Rush Run. 

On July 28th an inspection was made of this mine. It is venti- 
lated by means of a furnace. This mine is provided with two 
openings which are open at all times for travel. The Red Ash 
seam of coal is mined here and has an average thickness of six 
feet of clean coal. The roof of this mine is fairly ofood. The 
mine is kept very clean and the roads are in excellent condition. 
Conv'iderable pride is taken in keei)iug this mine in good condi- 
tion throughout; in fact, this is a model mine. A new tipple is 
being constructed and U4 new Welch cokc ovens are near comple- 
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tion. A slack bin of 300 tons capacity has been completed and is 
equipped with elevators, conveyors, etc. A fan will soon re- 
place the furnace which is now used for ventilating. A rope 
haulage system will soon be in operati(m in this mine. When 
this mine, with all of its improvements, is in operation, it will be 
one of the best ec^uipped collieries on New Eiver. 
P. Howald, Supt. John Laing, Mine Boss. 

William Beury, Cooper & Co. 

Echo ntine, operated })y the above company, P. 0. Beury ^ is a 
drift mine located on the C. & O. R. R., at Echo Station. 

On June 1 1th an inspection was made of this mine. There are 
two mines operated at this plant. The upper mine being in the 
Red Ash coal and the lower mine being in the Sewell coal. The 
work in the upper mine is a])out finished. In the lower seam a 
splendid system of endless rope haulage is in operation. The 
mine was found to be in a first class condition as to ventilation 
and drainage. The seam of coal measures from 8 to 5 ft. in 
thickness. This Sewell seam is being opened at a point farther 
up the river This new opening is to tap an old portion of the 
mine and the coal from this opening is to be hauled on a tram 
road, which is under construction. The C. & O. R. R. engines are 
supplied with fuel at this plant. The oils used for illuminating 
purposes are kerosene, lard and black strap. 

Thomas Beury, Supt. W. G. McDaniel, Mine Boss. 

Rush Run Coal & Coke Co. 

Eiti^h Run niine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Eush 
Hun^ is located on the south side of New River, on a branch line 
of the C. & O. R. R. two miles west of Thurmond. 

On July 28th and 80th this mine was inspected. The Red Ash 
seam is operated at this mine and has a thickness ranging from 
five feet to six feet. The seam is very much disturbed by rolls 
which makes the haul ways very irregular. A great deal of water 
is encountered in this mine, and a system of siphons, water boxes 
and a steam pump are used for removing the water. Where the 
coal goes to the rise gas accumulates in small quantities. Safety 
lamps were recommended to be used in places where the gas ae- 
cunnilates. The third right entry had a considerable squeeze, but 
on the second visit to this mine it was found that it was not dan- 
gerous. Nos. one and two entries at this mine have been aban- 
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(loned. It is the intention to bring the coal from those sections 
through the No. 3 heading. The ventilation of the mine is pro- 
duced by a fan and is very good. Considerable difficulty has . 
been encountered in holding the surface plant on its original lo- 
cation. The surface has a tendency to slide and it frequently 
gives way and distorts the alinement of the incline. 
F. Howald, Supt. J. Schweitzer, Mine Boss. 

Dimmock Coal & Coke Co. 

Dhiuiiock laine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Tkur- 
mond^ is a dirft mine located on the main line of the C. & 0. R. 
R., one mile W€st of Thurmond. 

On July 16th an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation of this mine is produced by a furnace which does not give 
good satisfaction. This is due to the system of canvass doors 
which are in use at the mine. These canvas doors are very much 
neglected. The mine boss, upon having this matter brought to 
his attention, promised to exercise more care in [^keeping up the 
doors and brattices. A tail rope haulage is used very successfully 
at this mine for a distance of about 3,000 ft. It is the intention 
to extend this ^haulage in the near future. Excepting the venti- 
lation of this mine, it is in very good condition throughout. The 
main heading of this mine has ])een driven through a very long 
fault. It is the intention to ventilate this mine in the future by 
natural causes, as the outlets are favorable to this kind of venti- 
lation. 

W. H. Thayer, Supt Geo. Moran, Mine Boss. 

Harvey Coal & Coke Co. 

Ifarvei/ mme, operated by the above company, P. O. Red Stm\ 
is a drift mine located cm Loop Creek, five miles from Thur- 
mond. 

On July 17th an inspecticm was made of this mine. This is 
the first operation met going up the Loop Creek branch railroad. 
The Sewell seam of coal is mined here and measures a])out 5 ft. 
to f5 ft. in. thick and is very regular except in the new opening 
where the coal is reduced in places to 3 ft. in thickness. This 
plant is splendidly equipped for a large output of coal. 

The tipple is well arranged and is equipped for making all sizes 
of coal, and has storage bins for slack coal. This mine is in good 
condition throughout. The water is removed from the mine by 
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means of steam siphons; and the ventihition is ^ocmI and the roads 
are kept in orood shape, 'i'he coal is hauled out of the old open- 
ing by an endless rope system. New enofines have been placed to 
apply the same system of haulage in the new opening. These 
two pairs of engines are covered by a magnificent building com- 
. plete in every detail. The rope necessary for this plant is just 
three miles long. 

J. B. McCiuftin, Supt. Alex. (i. {ii])son, Mine Boss. 

Sun Coal & Coke Vo. 

St/n mlnc^ operated by the above C(nnpany, P. O. Snn^ is a 
slope mine located on Bens Branch of Loop Creek, 5^ miles from 
Thurmond. 

On July 15th an inspecticm was made of this mine. The Sewell 
seam of coal is mined and measures (> ft. thick and has very lit- 
tle impurities and a very favorable roof. This is a new mine 
which is just ])eing opened, the tipple not being completed at the 
time of inspection. The ventilation is produced by natural 
causes. The main slope was divided into two compartments by 
means of a plank partition. One division was used for the intake, 
the second for the oultet. 

The puri)oseof the inspection of this mine was to ascertain what 
preparations were being made for ventilation. It was learned 
that it is the intenti(m to sink a shaft near by for that purpose. 

It is predicted that gas will be encountered as this mine ad- 
vances. To meet such an emergency, the company is provided 
with the necessary safety lamps for the testing of the air. 

J. W. Laing, Supt. and Mine Boss. 

Suffar Creek Coal i^^ Coke Co. 

Mt. Ilnpc )nuti\ operated by the above company, P. O. J//. 
IIop<\ is located on Loop Creek, one mile from McT^onald. 

On June 2nd an inspection was made of this mine. This is a 
new mine, and has })cen shit)ping coal since August, 181)(). As yet 
the capacity of the mine is small,. The main entry of this mine 
is driven to the dip and it will continue to be driven so, since the 
location makes it necessary in working the lease. Considerable 
water is met within this mine, but it. is being handled at present 
})v means of water boxes. This hauling of water in boxes causes 
the roads to i)e somewhat wet and muddy. It is the intention to 
place pumps in this mine in the near future. 
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The ventilation of the mine is produced by means of a fire bas- 
ket and stack, whicli give satisfactory results. The return air- way 
leading to the stack was found to have an airea of 24 square feet. 
This matter was brought to the attention of the management with 
the request that the area be increased. The roof of this mine is a 
fossil bearing slate and is very dangerous ; but on the whole it is 
well looked after and well timbered. The tipple which is now in 
use, is a temporary one which will be replaced by a new struc- 
ture, the plans for which are already drawn up. With the intro- 
duction of a new tipple, the grade leading from it to the Hiine 
wnll be made more favorable, since at present the loaded cars are 
necessarily drawn up a grade. 

The sanitary condition of the mine was found to be fair. The 
map of this mine has been extended to May, 1897. The New 
River seam of coal averaging from 4 ft. to 4 ft. 6 in. in thickness, 
is worked in this mine. 

E. Smith, Supt. William Hurt, Mine Ross. 

Turkey Knob Coal & Coke Co. 

Ttirley Knoh hdne^ operated by the above company, P. 0., Mc- 
Donald is located on Loop Creek, on a })ranch line, one-half mile 
below McDonald. 

On .lune 8rd, an inspection was made of this mine. The ca- 
pacity of this mine is five hundred tons of run-of-mine coal per 
day. The coal averages about 5 ft. in height, but where sand 
stone roof occurs the coal averages from 4 ft. to 4 ft. in. thick. 
The roof throughout the mine is fair. 

This mine was not in operation on the date of inspection and 
the ventilation of the mine could not well be determined. 

E. Crickmer, Supt. and Mine Boss. 

The Collins Colliery Co. 

Collinx mine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Colli as- 
ville^ is located on Loop Creek, six miles from Thurmond Station. 

On .June 4th, an inspection was made of this mine. This is 
the most extensive and ])est equipped operation in the Loop Creek 
field. A rather elaborate surface plant is installed at this mine. 
There are two main openings to this mine, each of which is con- 
nected to the same tipple. A rope haulage system is used for 
hauling the cars from the inside of the mine to the tipple without. 
In both the openings the grades of the roads have been made fa- 
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vorable to the loaded cars. A great deal of grading and shooting 
of the rbof has been done in the No. 2 mine, and no expense has 
been spared in placing this mine in a first class condition. 

The roof in the No. 2 opening is very bad, but it is well lim- 
bered. The drainage of the mine is good. The ventilation of the 
mine was found to be fair, with a prospect of it becoming much 
better when some of the stoppings were made tight and one or two 
new connecticms made. The Xo. 1 mine leads out in the direction 
of Thurmond and is advanced to the rise Of the coal. The ventila- 
tion of this mine is produced by a fan and is very good, as is also 
the drainage of the mine. Owing to the grade in this mine, it 
was suggested that a more ccnnplete system of head-blocks be 
placed along the rail in order to prevent the loaded cars from do- 
ing damage in case they should lyecome uncontrollable. 

At this mine there is a six hundred ton coal bin, but it has been 
distorted somewhat on account of it having been placed on a weak 
foundation. This has })een the cause of numerous repairs having 
to be made upon this bin. 

The combined capacity of these two mines is fifteen hundred 
tons of coal per day. The coal averages from 4f t. (5 in. to 5 ft. 6 
in. thick. 

Justice Collins, Supt. Th(mias Lewis, Mine Boss. 

Star Coal c% Coke Co. 

Star tiiuie, operated by the above company, P. O. lied Star, is 
located on Loop Creek, innnediately below Collinsville, (mthe op- 
posite side of the railroad from Glen Jean. 

On June 4th, the above mine was inspected. The drift mouth 
is on a level with the grade of the tipple. The main entry of this 
mine goes to the dip. The coal is hauled by means of a tail ropo 
from the main workings to the outside. A very good roadway is 
maintained for the rope haulage. The roof of the mine is fair. 
The coal runs from 5 ft. to (5 ft. in thickness. Oas blowers were 
found at the face of the main workings. 

Instructions were given to the company to procure safety lamps 
and to have the working places examined each day })efore the men 
went to work. The accumulaticm of gas so far, has not been dan- 
gerous, ))ut as the w(n'kings develop towards the dip it is likely 
that a greater quantity of gas will be encountered. The water in 
this mine is pumped out through a vertical bore hole placed near 
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the head of the main entry. The ventilation is produced by means 
of a fan which gives very good results. The drainage of the mine 
is very good and the sanitary condition is fair. 
George W. Jones, Supt. David Stoddardt, Mine Boss. 



The McDonald Collierv Co. 

JIc Dovald vnne, o\)iinitei\ by the above company, P. O. J/i- 
Donald^ is located on Loop Creek, on a spur track leading froni 
the Loop Creek branch of the C. & O. R. K. 

On June the 8rd. an inspection was made of this mine. The 
main opening of this mine is on a level with the tipple. This 
mine is very largely developed. There are seven distinct outlets 
to this mine, all of which center near the main opening. The ven- 
tilation of this mine is produced by natural causes, which give 
fairly good results owing to the unusual number of openings. 

A very complete system of rope haulage is in use in this mine. 
This rope haulage is also made use of to haul the coal from the 
mine directly across the valley from the main opening. This is 
accomplished by means of a small rope which is engaged at 
pleasure to the main haulage rope by means of a grip. 
From ten to thirty cars are hauled in each trip. The tipple is 
equipped with a Wilson dump and extensive coal bins. The cars? 
after being dumped, automatically return to a point where they 
are attached to the rope by means of a grip and returned to the in- 
side of the mine. This is the most complete rope haulage plant 
in the third district. 

It is the intention in the near future to place a fan at this mine, 
since the natural causes will not be sufficient to properly ventilate 
the mine when it has been more fully developed and extended un- 
der the mountain. The sanitary condition of the mine was found 
not to be very good, and some parts of the mine were found to be 
wet and muddy. The roof throughout this mine is fairly good, 
but near the crop line it becomes very soft and much broken, but 
it is well timbered at these latter points. In some places the roof 
becomes solid rock. 

The main haulage line in this mine is equipped with thirty 
pound steel rails. 

Sanuiel Dixon, Supt. V. A. Miller, Mine Boss. 
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Dunn Loop Coal & Coke Co. 

Dunn Loop ml tie ^ operated hy the above company, P. O. Jhmn 
Lfnrp^ is located on Loop Creek, nine miles from Thurmond. 

On June 8rd. an inspecti(m was made of this mine. This mine 
is situated between the (ilen Jean and Turkey Knol) mines. An 
opening has been developed in the direction of the Collins Col- 
liery Company and a connection made wnth the same. The coal 
in this mine averages 5 ft. high. Wherever sand rock occurs as 
the roof of the coal, a sulphur bench appears in the roof or im- 
mediately on top of the coal. It often reaches a thickness of 6 in. 
to 12 in. and recpiires shooting to bring it down. It is worthy of 
note to state that this sulphur prevails all through Loop Creek dis- 
trict wherever the sand rock roof appears, but it is not so pro 
nounced (m New Kiver. The roof in this mine is generally bad 
The insecure method of timbering was brought to the attention of 
the company. The cross timbers were not notched so as to engage 
the tops of the posts and the posts were made plumb. Instructions 
were given to notch the cross timbers so as to engage the tops of 
the posts and to batter the ])osts. 

An opening is being made up the hollow to the right of their 
present opening with a view of cutting off the principal part of 
the old workings. At this opening it is the intention to place a 
fan which will ventilate the mine for a long time to come. The 
ventilation of the mine, at present, is natural and very unsatisfac- 
tory. The cai)acity of this mine is 500 tons i)er day. 

F. E. Walker, Supt. E. T. Hudson, Mine Boss. 

Ballinger Coal Co. 

Balllnger vdne So. i, operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Nuttallh^irij^ is a drift mine located five n iles up Keeney's Creek 
from the main line of the C. k (). K. K. 

On July 21st. an inspection was made of this mine. The Sewell 
seam of coal is worked in this mine and measures about 4 ft. in 
height, having a very good slate roof. This mine was in au ex- 
cellent condition. The roadways are kept in a very good condi- 
tion. The entries are kept clear of all obstructions, no gob or any 
accunuilation being allowed along any of the headings. The mine 
is well looked after in every ])articular. The ventilation and 
drainage of the mine are good. The mine is very dry. The seam 
rises very rapidly in the direction in which the headings are 
driven, making the grade favorable forjthe loaded cars. The roof 
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1 down on the entries. Tlie miners push the mine curs in 
u of their rooms. 

iiside gravity i)hine, S,9(M) feet lon^, is used in handling the 
irs. A short tram road is used on the outside which leads 
load of a long gravity incline at the bottom of which is the 
tipple. The ventilation is produced by means of a furnace, 
ge ir. Holland, Supt. Richard Seymore, Mine Boss. 



'agcr inhn^ .W/. J, operated by the above company, is a 
ine located ?U miles up Keeney's Creek from the main line 
\ k (). K. K. 

uly 2!^nd. an inspection was made of this mine. This mine 
isively developed. The Sewell seam at this place runs 
; ft. to 4 ft. in height and has a bad roof. The solid roof 
isappears in this mine permitting the soil to come almost 
coal. This soil is very heavy and has been the source of 

deal of annoyance. As the workings advance towards the 
lountain, the roof grows better and it is supposed when the 
gs have gotten under a heavy covering that the roof will 

much better. The roads are hard to keep in good order 

are verv wet and muddv. It is the intention to make a 

incline along the main entry of this mine, 
plant has an excellent tipple which has over 800 tons stor- 
lacitv for run-of-mine coal, 
ge H. Holland, Supt. Mike Schwilling, Mine Boss. 

"ollowing o])erations in this c(mnty were visited in the 
of June and July and found not to be in operation. Owing 
fact an inspection was not made of them. 

• Mine. Stone Cliff Mine. 

)od Mine. Beech wood (fe Keyst(me ^line. 

Iter Mine. Alaska Mine. 

nt Mine. Slater Mine. 

I)urg Mine. Quinniinont Mine. 

s Creek Mine. drrc^enwood Mine. 

; Mine. Hobins Mine. 

Mine. Laurel Creek Mine*. 

Mine. Boone Mine. 

;\\ Mine. Smokeless Mine. 

eek Mine. Dubrae Mine. 

Mine. Hlume Mine. 
m Mine. 
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RAIvEIGH COUNTY. i 

There is but one coal coiiiimny operating in this county, tlist 
being the Royal Coal & Coke Company, whose mine in located on 
the south side of New River at the east end of Stietehersneck Tun- 
nel!. This mine was not inspected during the months of May, 
June and July, 

(ieueral Summary of the Third Mining District. 
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i^OURTH DISTRICT. 

Wm. J. Preece, Tmpectoi' 
Coaldale, W. Va. 



Inspection of the mines in the counties of Mingo, McDowell 
md Mercer. 

MINGO COUNTY. 

Pearl Coal Co. 

Pearl m!ne^ operated by the above company, P. O. Dingess^ is 
located on the line of the N. & W. R. R., near Dingess. 

On May 18th. an Inspection was made of this mine. The total 
OLumber of men employed in and about this mine is 32. The mine 
is ventilated by means of a furnace which produces a very fair 
current of air throughout the mine. 

Lard and kerosene oils are used for illuminating purposes. The 
sanitary condition of the mine is fair. The map of the mine is up 
:o date. At this mine there is being installed an electrical plant 
md tail rope haulage system. 

It was expected that inside of two weeks after the above inspec- 
:ion this plant would be in operation. The coal which is worked 
it this plant is considered a gas coal for the reason that a great 
imount if it is used for gas generation, although it makes a good 
3oal for steam purposes. The coal is nearly 5 ft. in thickness, 
^vith two bone partings. Some trouble is experinced in the dip 
Workings of this mine with water which is removed by means of 
pumps. The mine at the date of inspection was working about 
:3ne half time. 

C. P. McCali'erty, Supt. David Swartz, Mine Boss. 

Camp Branch Coal & Coke Co. 

Cmnp Branch viine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Din- 
(/6.V.S', is located on the main line of the N. & W. R. R., at Dingess. 

On May 20th. the above mine was inspected. This is a new 
mine and is not very extensively developed, there being only 16 
men employed in connection with the mine. The mine is venti- 
lated by means of a furnace which gives very good results. Kero- 
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sene and lard oils are used in the miners' lamps. The sanitary 
condition of the mine was found to be very ^ood, and the map of 
the mine is extended up to date. 

The seam of coal Avorked at this mine is the same as is operated 
by the Pearl Coal Co. 

M. E. Thomas, Supt. W. Thomas, Mine Boss. 

Freeport Coal & Mining Co. 

Freepovt m'nie^ operated by the above company, P. O. JJinge.% 
is located on Twelve Pole Creek on a spur track from the N. & W. 
K. R. 

On May 21st. this mine was inspected. The ventitlation is pro- 
duced by means of a furnace which was not in use on the day of 
inspection owing to the mine being idle. This is a new mine and 
is operating the Freeport coal. , 

Matthew Wilson, Supt. James Turner, Mine Boss. 

Neil & Finn. 

Neil <£ Finyi mine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. Dm- 
gesi<^ is located on the line of the N. & W. R. R. 

On May 21st. the above mine was visited and found not to be in 
operation. This is a new mine which is operating in the Freeport 
seam. Very little has been done towards developing this mine. 
There are a great many hardships to overcome in the development 
of this coal at this particular place. 

William Neil, Supt. 

Mingo Coal & Coke Co. 

Mingo mine^ operated by Mr. J. R. Shanklin, Receiver for the 
above, P. O. Matewmi, is located on the N. & W. R. R. near 
Mate wan. 

On May 22nd. an inspection was made of this mine. There are 
employed, in and about the mine, 18 men. The ventilation of the 
mine was insufficient, owing to the furnace being too small. The 
sanitary condition of the mine is only fair. The map of the mine 
has ])een extended up to the date of this inspection. At the time 
of this inspection the mine was working about (me-fourth time. 

J. R. Shanklin, Supt. W. D. Ratlilf, Mine Boss. 
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Lynn Coal & Coke Co. 

Lynn mine^ operated by the above company, P. O, Sheppard is 
located on the line of the N. & \^^ R. R. between Matewan and 
Thacker. 

On May 24th. an inspection was made of this mine. There are 
thirty men employed in and about this mine. The ventilation of 
this mine is produced by means of a furnace which jofives good re- 
sults. Lard oil is used for ilhiminating purposes in the miners' 
lamps. The mine cars are hauled in and out of the mine by • 
mules. The sanitary condition of the mine throughout was found 
to be good. The map of the mine could not be consulted since, 
at the date of this inspection, it was found to be at the engineer's 
office at Dunl()w\ This colliery is operating the Thacker seam at 
a point 500 ft. above the railroad, and is reached by an incline 1,- 
120 feet long and a tram road on the mountain side 540 feet long. 
The coal is of the splint quality with a gas coal on the bottom and 
on top. The coal is especially adapted for steam generation. The 
N. & W. railroad uses this coal exclusively for locomotive fuel on 
the Kenova division. 

Arthur ^Loore, Supt. (x. W. Coffy, Mine Boss. 

Maritime Coal Co. 

Maritime mine^ operated by Charles 0. Thompson, Receiver for 
the above company, P. 0. Thacler^ is located on the line of the N. 
& W. R. R., at Thacker. 

On May 24th. this mine was inspected. The ventilation of the 
mine is produced by means of a furnace which gives very good re- 
sults, the air throughout the mine being found very good. 

Three electrical mine machines of the Jeffrey type are used for 
undercutting the coal in this mine. Machine runners are paid 
from $2.00 to $2.25 per day for operating the electrical cutters. 
A seven ton electrical locomotive is used for hauling the cars in 
and out of this mine. Lard oil and kerosene are used for illumi- 
nating purposes. The sanitary condition of the mine was found 
to be very good. The Thacker seam of coal is mined at this place 
and is 580 feet above the railroad. The mine is reached by an in- 
clined plane 1,800 feet long and a tram road at the top of the in- 
cline 8,000 feet long. 

Some time during January, 1S97, the mine had a Hquetze on the 
main entry which closed it completely. This necessitated making 
a neAV opening. The i)illars in the mine are very irregular. This 
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is due to the neglect in placing centers for the driving of the 
rooms properly. The new opening is ])eing driven with more sys- 
tem, and when the old pillars are removed, the mine will be iu a 
very good shape throughout. 

The capacity of the mine is about 500 tons of lump coal per day. 
The analysis of this coal is as follows: 

Water 1.154 

Volatile matter 35.616 

Fixed carbon 59.481 

Sulphur .994 

Ash 2.755 

Total 100. 

Charles O. Thompson, Receiver and Supt. John Moody, Mine 
Boss. 

Thacker Coal & Coke Co. 

Thackev mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Thad'ei\ 
is located on the N. & W. R. R. at Thacker. 

On May 25th. an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation is produced })y means of a furnace Avhich gives a sufficient 
quantity of air throughout the mine. Ninety men are employed 
in the operation of this mine, and thirteen mules are used for 
hauling the mine cars. The mine cars hold two tons of coal and 
the miners are paid by the car. 

Kerosene oil and lard oil are used in the miners' lamps. The 
sanitary condition of the mine was found to be fair. 

Arthur Moore, Supt. F. M. Booth, Mine Boss. 

Grapevine Coal Co. 

(rrdjxcine tuine^ o])erated by the above comjiany, P. O. De- 
lortne, is located on the line of the N. & W. R. R. east of Thacker. 

On May 26th. an inspection was made of this mine. This miue 
employs 25 miners and 4 laborers. The ventilation of the mine 
at the time of the inspection was produced by natural causes with 
good results. There was under construction a furnace. Mules 
are used for hauling the coal out of the mine. The sanitary con- 
dition of the mine was found to be good. The map of the mine 
has })een extended up to a very recent date. The miners are paid 
50/ for room coal, and 65/ for entry coal per car of two tons ca- 
pacity. 
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The Thacker seam at this mine shows better than at any other 
mine which operates this seam. The full thickness of this coal 
ranges from 8 ft. to 10 ft. with two, and sometimes three, slate 
partings in it. In all other mines the bottom coal is not worked, 
but at this mine all of the coal is taken out and shipped. At some 
places in this mine, the total height of the coal reaches 12 ft. The 
coal in this mine is 680 ft. above the railroad, and the mine is 
reached by an incline 1,200 ft. long. This Thacker seam has the 
following elevations above the sea level. 

At Knox Creek, 1,550 ft. 

At Grapevine Mine, 1,400 ft. 

At Thacker Mine, 1,820 ft.. 

At Lynn Mine, 1,200 ft. 

At Logan Mine, 1,080 ft. 

This coal on going west is supposed to split up considerably, 
since it has not been definitely located, with any degree of cer- 
tainty, west of the Logan Consolidated mine. 

John Woolcock, Supt. Mike Mokin, Mine Boss. 



Logan Consolidated Coal Co. 

Logan Consolidated mhi(\ No report has been furnished for 
any inspection made of this mine during the months of May, June 
and July. 

McDowell county. 

Tidewater Coal & Coke Co. 

Tidewater ndne^ operated by the above company, P. O. Tide- 
water^ is located on the line of the N. & W. R. R. at Tidewater. 

On June 8rd. an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation of this mine is produced by means of a 15 foot fan which 
was producing 8,000 cubic feet of air per minute at the outlet. 
There are 64 men employed on the inside of the mine. The air 
could not be measured on the inside of the mine for the reason 
that some of the main doors were down on the intake undergoing 
some changes and repairs. 

This is the most westerly mine operating the No. 8 or Poca- 
hontas coal. The mine is entered .by a slope 280 feet long. Some 
fire damp has been encountered in the workings of this mine, but 
not to any alarming extent. The coal in this mine measures 5 
ft. 9 in. in thickness. This mine will be watched closely in order 
to note the quantity of fire damp which will likely be encountered 
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as the workings advance. The sanitary condition of the mine is 
good throughout and the map is extended up to a recent date. 
James Johnson, Supt. T. L. Booth, Mine Boss. 

'Bottom Creek Coal & Coke Co. 

Hottovf Ci^eek/tnine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Tidewater^ is located on the line of the N. & W. R., being the 
first mine east of Tidewater. 

On June 4th. an inspection was made of this mine. There were 
68 men employed on the inside of this mine, and nine mules were 
used for hauling the coal. The mine is ventilated by means of a 
15 foot fan which Avas not being run on the day of the inspection, 
owing to the mine being idle on that day. Lard oil is used in 
the miners* lamps in this mine. The sanitary condition of the 
mine is good throughout and the map of the mine has been ex- 
tended up to a recent date. 

William Spencer, General Manager and Supt. Ben Williams, 
Mine Boss. 

Peerless Coal & Coke Co. 

Peerless umie^ operated by the above company, P. O. Vivian^ is 
located on the line of the N. & W. R. R. at Vivian. 

On June 5th. an inspection was made of this mine. 

One hundred and forty-five men are employed on the inside of 
this mine; and seven mules, and two compressed air locomotives 
of five tons each, are used for hauling the coal cars in this mine. 
The ventilation of this mine s produced by means of a 12 foot fan 
which gives at the outlet 25,400 cubic feet of air per minute, and 
22,800 cubic feet per minute at the intake. The cause of the out- 
let volume being in excess of the intake volume is due to the ex- 
pansion of the air, and to the fact that air is admitted in several 
breaks in the ground over some parts of the mine whick have been 
worked out. The sanitary condition of the mine is good through- 
out. The map of this mine is extended semi-annually and is ex- 
tended to a recent date. 

H. B. Wright, Supt. Matthew Hall, Mine Boss. 

Empire Coal & Coke Co. 

Eniplre titine^ oj^erated by the above company, P. O. Landgraff^ 
is located on the main line of the N. & W., three miles east of 
Vivian ' 
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On June 7th. an inspeo^tion was made of this mine, and the same 
was found to be in a good condition throughout. There are 65 
miners employed in this mine. A Baldwin steam locomotive, 
weighing twelve tons, is used for haulage purposes in this mine. 
The ventilation of the mine is produced by a 16 foot fan, which 
was causing 22,500 cubic feet of air per minute to pass through 
the intake. The roof of this mine is a source of a great deal of 
annoyance, since it comes down easily owing to a small rider of 
coal above the main seam of coal. 

W. S. Ord, Supt. J. M. Shank, Mine Boss. 



Shawnee Coal & Coke Co. 

Shawnee inine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Eckman^ 
is located east of the Peerless and Eureka collieries on the main 
line of the N. & W. 

On June 10th. an inspection was made of this mine. Eighty-four 
men are employed on the inside of this mine. The ventilation of 
the mine is produced by a 16 foot fan, which was causing 20,800 
cubic feet of air per minute to pass the intake. Lard oil is used 
in the miners' lamps in this mine. One of H. K. Porter's steam 
locomotives, of fourteen tons weight, is used for hauling in this 
mine and from the drift mouth to the incline, half a mile distant. 
The sanitary condition of the mine is good. The map of this mine 
has been extended up to recent date. 

P. P. Flannigan, Supt. Patrick Hayes, Mine Boss. 



Eureka Coal & Coke Co. 

Euveha iiilne^ operated by the above company, P. O. Echnan^ is 
located about half a mile from the main line of the N. & W. R. R. 
on a spur track which follows a tributary of Elkhorn Creek. 

On June 9th. an inspection was made of this mine. There are 
employed in this mine seventy miners and seventeen laborers. 
Eight mules and one Porter's steam locomotive are used for haul- 
ing coal. The locomotive weighs eleven tons. The mine is ven- 
tilated by a 16 foot fan, which causes 86,960 cubic feet of air per 
minute to pass into the mine. The miners use lard oil in their 
lamps. The sanitary condition of the mine is very good. The 
condition of this mine throughout has been very much improved 
during the past year. 

L. E. Tierney, Supt. W. H. Deveney, Mine Boss. 



I 
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Pulaski Iron Co. 

Pulaski mine^ is located on the main line of the N. & W. R. R. 
at Eckman Station, P. O. Vxlman. 

On June 8th. an inspection was made of this mine. One hun- 
dred men are employed in this mine, seventy of which are miners. 
The ventilation of the mine is produced by a 15 foot fan, which 
generates 45,000 cubic feet of air per minute at the intake. At 
the face of the main heading 26,000 cubic feet of air were found 
to be passing. One twelve ton electrical locomotive is used for 
haulage in this mine. 

The sanitary conditioh of the mine is good and the map is up to 
a recent date. The coal in this mine is undercut by electrical 
mine machines of the chain-cutter type. Fully 90% of the coal 
mined in this mine is machine coal. There are five Jetfrev ma- 
chines, three of which are 6 feet long, and two 7 feet long. Two 
electrical drills are used for boring the holes for the powder. 

The main headings of the mine are lighted by incandescent 
electric lights, there beiing 52 of these lights placed at various 
points along the main haulage w^ays. 

A machine shop, 18 feet by 45 feet, is located on the inside of 
the mine. The sides of this usnderground shop are white-washed, 
and it is lighted by electric lights. This mine is well equipped 
outside. The tipple can furnish any grade of coal. The tipple is 
supplied with coal and coke crushers and conveyors. The most of 
the coal from this mine is (converted into coke on the plant. This 
coke is consumed at the Pulaski Iron Company's furnaces at Pu- 
laski, Virginia. This is one of the most complete electrical mines 
operated in McDowell county. 

S. F. Morris, Supt. George Dawson, Mine Boss. 

Keystone Coal & Coke Co. 

Keystone mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Keystone^ 
is situated at Keystone on the main line of the N. & W. R. R. 

On June 11th. an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation of this mine is produced by a furnace which had no tire in 
it on the date of the inspection, owing to the mine being idle on 
that day. This mine employs about eighty miners and eleven 
nuiles and one steam locomotive of twelve tons. The sanitary 
condition of the mine was only medium. It is the intention to 
abandon the furnace at this mine and put up a fan in the near 
future. 
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The roof in this mine is the source of a great deal of annoyance 
since the draw slate is very heavy and comes down easily. ' The 
map of this mine is extended to a recent date. 

J. K. F. Steele, Supt. John Murray, Mine Boss. 

Mines on the North Fork of Elkhorn. 

Ashland Coal & Coke Co. 

Ashland mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Ashland^ 
is located at the terminus of the North Fork branch of the N. & 
W. R. R. 

On June 14th. the above mine was inspected. Fifty-five men 
are employed oil the inside of this mine. The ventilation of this 
mine is produced by a fan, which gives 44, 080 cubic feet of air per 
minute at the intake. The general conditions of this mine 
throughout are first class. The map of the mine is extended to a 
recent date. 

Gottleib Mayer, Supt. Thomas Daugherty, Mine Boss. 

McDowell Coal & Coke Co. 

McDowell mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Mc- 
Dowell^ is located on the ridge dividing the two forks of the North 
Fork. 

On June 15th. an inspection was made of this mine. The venti- 
lation is produced by a 16 foot fan, which gives 35,700 cubic feet 
of air per minute at the intake. Seventy-seven men are employed 
on the inside of the mine. Five mules and one ten-ton steam lo- 
comotive are used for hauling the mine cars. The drainage of 
the mine is very satisfactory. The sanitary condition of the mine 
is very good. 

Thomas Cooper, Supt. Tom Denning, Mine Boss. 



Greenbrier Coal <fe Coke Co. 

Greenhrier mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Mo- 
Dovell^ is located at the terminus of the Greenbrier branch of the 
North Fork R. R. 

On June l(3th. this mine was inspected. One 10 foot Thayer fan 
is used for ventilating the mine and produces 86,200 cubic feet of 
air. Sixty-four rnen are employed on the inside of the mine. 
The drainage and sanitary condition of the mine are exceptional- 
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ly good. No incline is used at this mine, the cars being run 
through to th^ tipple. 

Janus Collins, Supt. Alex. Planner, Mine Boss. 



Arlington Coal & Coke C'o. 

ArliiHfton mine, oi)erated by the above company, P. O. J/c- 
Douiell^ is located on the same branch as the previous mine. 

On July 17th. this mine was inspected. The ventilation is pro- 
duced by a 16 foot fan, which gives 20,840 cu])ic feet of air per 
minute at the intake. Plight mules are used for hauling the coal. 
The ventilation and drainage of the mine are very good through- 
out the entire workings, but the sanitary condition is only far. 
The roof of this coal is very good and few falls of any magnitude 
occur in the mine. 

James Johnson, Supt. Robert Belshaw, Mne Boss. 

Indian Ridge Coal & Coke Co. 

Indian Ridge mine^ operated by the above company, P. 0. 
Worth, is located on a spur track leading out from the North Fork 
branch at the Roanoke Coal <fe Coke Company's commissary. 

On June 19th. an insi)ection was made of this mine. The venti" 
lation of this mine is ])roduced by a furnace w^hich generates 20,- 
400 cubic feet of air per minute at the main intake. Seventy-five 
men are emph)yed on the inside of this mine. 

Nine mules are used for hauling the coal in this mine. The 
roof of this mine is principally a bhie slate which remains intact 
upon long exposure. Little annoyance is caused by water from 
surface breaks. The sanitary condition of the mine is very good. 

C. Botsford, Supt. J. C. Cole, Mine Boss. 



Roanoke Coal & Coke Co. 

Roanoheinine. operated by the above company, P. O. ^Y()H}^, is 
located on the North Fork Branch at the junction of the spur track 
which loads to the Indian Ridge Colliery. 

On June 18th. an ins])ection was made of this mine. Sixty men 
are employed inside this mine and six mules are used for hauling 
the coal. The ventilation of the mine is produced ])y a fi^nace 
Avhich does not give a sufficient volume of air for the men work- 
ing underground. This matter was brought to the attention of 
the management with the recommendation that the ventilating 
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appliance^ be improved. The sanitary condition of the mine is 
anything but fair. The map of this mine has been extended up to 
a recent date. A communication was sent to the management of 
this mine requesting the unfavorable conditions noted above to be 
remedied so as to comply with the law. 
A. D. Rue, Supt. B. F. Tipton, Mine Boss. 

Rolfe Coal & Coke Co. 

Rolfe mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Woi^th^ is 
located on the North Fork Branch, and is below 'the Roanoke 
lease. 

On June 21st. this mine was visited and an inspection made of 
the underground workings. The ventilation of this mine is pro- 
duced by liieans of a furnace which generates 9,600 cubic feet of 
air per minute at the main intake. The ventilation is not thor- 
oughly satisfactory since the air is not carried up to the working 
faces. This is due, in a measure, to a lack of firing the furnace 
properly. 

A letter of instruction was mailed the management of this com- 
pany requesting that the matter of ventilation be given more at- 
tention. Assurance was given that in the near future a fan 
would be placed at this mine. The sanitary condition of the mine 
is only medium. There are no mechanical appliances for hauling 
in this mine. The map of this mine has been extended up to a 
recent date. 

George H. Paddock, Supt. Evan Davis, Mine Boss. 

Gilliam Coal & Coke Co. 

Gilliam iidne^ operated by the above company, P. O. Gilliam., 
is located immediately below the Rolfe lease. 

On June 22nd. this mine was inspected. The mine is ventilated 
by a 16 foot fan, which produces 40,000 cubic feet of air at the 
main intake. In the advanced workings of this mine the roof is 
much better than near the line of the outcrop. One ten-ton steam 
locomotive is used for haulage. The santiary condition of the 
mine is ffood and the mine is well drained. It was not found 
necessary to suggest any important changes in the management of 
this mine. 

James Johnson, ^Supt. Joseph Cooper, Mine Boss, 
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Algoma Coal & Coke Ca 

AlgOhui iidne, operated by the above company, P. O. Afgoma, 
is the nearest mine to the North Fork Junction on thelS'orth Fork 
Branch. 

On, June 28r(l. the above mine was inspected. There are two 
openings to this mine, each of which is ventilated })y a 16 foot fan. 
The combined efforts of the fans were causing 43,200 cubic feet of 
air per minute to circulate through the mine. This is the only 
mine on this branch where it wfts noted that the miners used a 
mixed oil in their lamps. One hundred and ninety-two men are 
employed in these underground workings. 

One nine-ton steam locomotive is used for haulage at this plant. 
The sanitary condition of the mine was found to be good. 

W. H. Thomas, Supt. W. J. Prichard, Mine Boss. 

Main Line of the N. & W. B. R. 

Lynchburg Coal & Coke Co. 

Lynchhnrg mim?, operated by the above company, P. O. Kyle, 
is the second mine east of North Fork Junction on the main line 
of the N. & W. R. R. . 

On July 6th. this mine was inspected. One hunderd and eight 
men are employed on the inside of the mine. The ventilation of 
the mine is produced by a 14 foot fan, which was not running on 
the day of the inspection, owing to the mine being idle. The 
miners use a mixed oil in their lamps. One nine-ton steam loco- 
motive is used for hauling the coal out of the mine to the head of 
the incline. The sanitary condition of the mine was found to be 
fair. Some water is encountered in this mine, but it is easily re- 
moved by ditches and by means of a steam siphon. 

L. E. Tierney Supt. William Hetterman, Mine Boss. 

Powhatan Coal & Coke ("o. 

Powhatan. inln4\ operated by the above company, P. O. /W- 
liatan, is located on the north side of the main line of the N. & W. 
R. R., at Powhatan. 

On July 7th. this mine was inspected. One hundred and 
twelve men are employed on the inside of this mine. A 16 foot fan 
is used for ventilating the mine and was causing 60,000 cubic feet 
of air per minute to ])ass into the mine. One steam locomotive, 
weisrhing twelve tons, is used for hauling the mine cars. The san- 
itary conidtion of the mine is fair and the map of the mine has 
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been extended to a recent date. The headings of this mine are 
driven to the dip and accumulate a great deal of water, which is 
the source of a great deal of annoyance. A heading, which will 
drain the lower portions of this mine, is being driven to the 
outside. 

L. E. Tierney, Supt. James Hetterman, Mine Boss. 



Upland Coal & Coke Co. 

Upland mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Elkhorn^ 
Elkhorn, is located on the south side of the main line of the N. & 
W. R. R., about three miles east of North Fork Junction. 

On July 8th. an inspection was made of this mine. Fifty-six 
men are employed in this mine, which is ventilated by a 20 foot 
fan, which revolves twenty-five times per minute and generates 
18,200 cubic feet of air per minute at the main intake. One 
eleven-ton steam locomotie is used for hauling the mine cars. 
The condition of the mine throughout was found to be very good 
in regard to drainage, ventilation and sanitation. Electrical mine 
machines are successfully operated in this mme. 

Rolfe Gerhardt, Supt. J. K. Flanner, Mine Boss. 



Houston Coal & Coke Co. 

Houston luine^ operated by the above company, P. O, Elkhorn^ 
is located on the north side of the main line of the N. & W. R. R. 
and operates a lease adjoining the Powhatan on the west, and Tur- 
key Gap on the east. 

On July 9th. this mine was inspected. Ninety-eight men are em- 
ployed on the inside of this mine. A 16 foot fan, making sixty 
revolutions per minute, successfully ventilates this mine. Two 
steam locomotives are used for hauling the mine cars. The ven- 
tilation, roads, drainage and sanitary condition of the mine were 
found to ])e first class. A very complete electrical plant, with ma- 
chines and pumps, is in use at this mine. This mine is modern and 
up-to-date in every particular. 

E. T. Houston, Superintendent. Benjamin Lewis, Mine Boss. 

Crozier Coal & Coke Co. 

Crazier mm cs JVos, land 2^ operated by the above company, P. 
O. Elkhorn^ are located on the south side of the main line of the 
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N. & W. R. R., at Elkhorn, and are separated by a distance of 
about 2,000 feet. 

On July 12th. an inspection was made of these mines. This is 
the largest single plant in the Elkhorn district. 

No. 1 mine has a direct connection with the tipple. No. 2 mine 
is connected with the tipple by means of a tramway about 2,(X)0 
feet long. There are 67 men employed on the inside of the No. 1 
mine, and 186 men employed on the inside of No. 2 mine. No. 1 
mine is ventilated by means of a 14 foot fan which makes 45 revo- 
lutions per minute and causes 44,550 cubic feet of air per minute 
to pass through the main return airway. One steam locomotive, 
weighing eight tons, is used for hauling the mine cars in and out 

of this mine. The roof, roads, ventilation and drainage of this 
mine are all very good. The water is pumped out of this mine by 

means of a pump driven })y an electrical motor. 

No. 2 mine is ventilated by means of a 25 foot fan, which makes 
thirty revoluticms per minute and generates 46, 800 cubic feet of 
air per minute. Two electrical motors are used for hauling the 
mine cars in and out of this mine. The smaller locomotive 
weighs 10^ tons and can haul a trip of twenty-five cars, each hold- 
ing two tons. The second locomotive is of the Baldwin- Westing- 
house type and weighs 22 tons. At the time of the installation of 
this electrical locomotive, it was the largest mine electrical loco- 
motive in use in the world. This locomotive is capable of haul- 
ing 56 cars, each holding two tons of coal, up a 2% grade. The 
power plant furnishes sufficient power for all of the electrical ma- 
chinery to be operated at the same time. 

Samuel Evans, Supt. Samuel S. Cooper, Mr. Frankenfield, 
Mine Bosses. 



Turkey Gap Coal <fe Coke (^o. 

Turkey Gap iidne, operated by the alcove company, P. 0. 
Ennis^ is located on the north side of the main line of the N. & 
W. R. R. at Ennis. 

Oh July 18th. an inspection was made of this mine. Two hun- 
dred and fifty-five men were employed on the inside of this mine. 
The ventilation of the mine is produced by a 16 foot fan, w^iich 
gives very good results. Two eight-ton steam locomotives are 
used for hauling coal from the inside of the mine to the tipple, 
which is a short distance from the mouth of the mine. The mine 
was found to be in a first class condition in every particular. 
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There is a very elaborate tipple at this plant, which is equipped 
with crushers, revolving screens and bins. 

W. M. McQuail, Supt. James Hopkins, Mine Boss. 

Lick Branch Coal (k Coke Co. 

Zicl' Brarwh mlne^ operated by the a})ove company, P. O. 
JIayhenry, is the first colliery on the south side of the main line 
of the N. & W. R. R., east of Turkey Gap mine. 

On July 14th. an inspecticm was made of this mine. Forty- 
three men were employed in this mine. The ventilation is pro- 
duced by a 20 foot fan, which revolves 80 times i)er minute, and 
furnishes a sufficient volume of air for the men employed in the 
mine. One steam locomotive, weighing 12^ tons, is used for haul- 
ing the coal form the inside of the mine to the tipple, which is 
about 1,800 feet from the drift mouth. At the date of this inspec- 
tion all of the work being done in the mine was pillar robbing. 
The men were paid by contract for removing the coal. The map 
of the mine has been extended up to date. 

E. J. Hutchinson, Supt. William Moore, Mine Boss. 

Shamokin Coal & Coke Co. 

Shaniol'in urine ^ operated by the a})()ve company, P. O. May- 
heury^ is located at May})eury Station, on a spur track which leads 
to the Angle, North Fork and Elkhorn Collieries. 

On July 27th. this mine was inspected. One hundred and nineteen 
men are employed on the inside of the mine. The mine is venti- 
lated by a 14 foot fan. The air was not measured throughout the 
mine, since a large number of the miners were not at work on the 
day of inspection, and it was not thought necessary to make a 
thorough inspection uud^r the conditions which prevailed. The 
conditions of the mine in regard to roads, ventilation and general 
safety appliances, were found to ])e very good. 

J. A. Cardwell, Supt. E. M. Stevens, Mine Boss. 

Norfolk Coal & C\)ke Co. 

Angle ndne^ operated by the above company, P. O. Nayhenry^ 
is located at the terminus of the switch])ack on the left fork of 
Elkhorn Creek. 

On July 15th. this mine was inspected. Thirty-five men are em- 
ployed on the inside of this mine. The mine is ventilated by a 20 
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foot fan, which runs 25 revolutions per minute and generates 46,- 
200 cubic feet of air p^r minute. There are three outlets to this 
mine through which the men can pass to and from their work. 
The roads and drainage of the mine are well looked after and the 
sanitary condition of the mine is fair. 

The map of the mine has been extended up to a recent date* 
This company has a twenty-five horse power motor on their oven 
larry, which is used for charging the ovens. 

Stuart M. Buck, Supt. W. F. White, Mine Boss. 

Norfolk mine, operated by the same company as the above, is 
located on the left ^ov^ of Elkhorn Creek, between Maybeury 
Station and the Angle Colliery. 

On June 26th. an inspection was made of this mine. Forty miners 
were employed in the mine. The air in this mine was not meas- 
ured, since the mine was idle on the day of inspection. 

The ventilation is produced by a 20 foot fan, and, judging from 
the arrangements on the inside, the mine is well ventilated when 
the fan is in operation. The map has been extended up to a very 
recent date. The haulage on the inside of the mine is done by 
means of an electrical locomotive. The general conditions of this 
mine were found to be very satisfactory. 

Stuart M. Buck, Supt. James Devinney, Mine Boss. 

Elkhorn Coal & Coke Co. 

Elkliorn mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Maif 
heury^ is located at the terminus of the switchback on the right 
hand branch of Elkhorn River, a short distance above Maybeury 
Station. 

On Jjily 28th. the above mine was inspected. One hundred and 
five men were employed on the inside of this mine, which was 
ventilated by means of a 12 foot fan, which gives satisfactory re- 
sults. The miners use a mixed oil in their lamps which give a 
large volume of smoke. 

At the date of this inspecticm the miners were somewhat disor- 
ganized, owing to labor agitators being in the vicinity of the 
mine, urging the men to strike. 

J. E. Barlow, Supt. H. C. Walker, Mine Boss. 
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Elk Ridge Coal & Coke Co. 

Elh Ridge mine^ P. 0. Kyle^ is located on the main line of the 
N. & W. R. R., being the first colliery east of North Fork Junc- 
tion. No report has been made of any inspection of this mine for 
the months of May, June and July. 

MERCER COUNTY. 

Coaldale Coal & Coke Co. , 

Coaldale mine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Coaldale^ 
is located on the main line of the N. & W. R. R., at Coaldale 
Station. 

On July 29th. this mine was insi)ected. One hundred and forty- 
three men are employed on the inside of the mine, which is ventilated 
by a 20 foot fan with very satisfactory results. At the time of this 
inspection three sets of timbers had partly closed the return air- 
way, but a force of men was engaged in removing the timbers. 
When this repair is made the return airway will be free from all 
obstructions which will very much improve the ventilation. 

An endless ro])e haulage system is used in this mine for hauling 
the cars from an inside passway to the tipple on the outside. A 
positive grip is used for engaging the cars to the roi)e. Some diffi- 
culty has been experienced in an effort to start a long trip of cars 
by means of this grip. The grip has frequently torn long strands 
out of the rope. It is the intention of the company to change this 
endless rope system into a tail rope system. 

Thomas H. Cooper, Supt. Thomas Williams, Mine Boss. 



Mill Creek Coal & Coke Co. 

Sterling luine^ operated by the above company, P. O. Coopers^ 
is located on Mill Creek at the east end of the Coaldale Tunnel. 

On July 30th. an inspection was made of this mine. One hun- 
dred and seven men are employed on the insiide of this mine. 

The ventilation is produced by a 15 foot fan, which runs at sev- 
enty revolutions per minute and furnishes 12,000 cubic feet of air 
per minute. There is no narrow work in progress in this mine, 
all of the work being that of robbing pillars and pulling stumps. 

Some parts of this mine were found to be wet and muddy 

Thomas H. Cooper Supt. James R. Booth, Mine Boss. 

Owing to a lack of time on the part of the Inspector of the 
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Fourth district, the following niino» in Mercer county were not in- 
spected (Hiring the months of June or July : 

Pocahontas Kast. 

Goodwill. 

Louisville. 

Buckeye. 

Uaswell Creek. 

Alliance. 

General Summary of the Fourth Mining district. 



Names of Cuuntiea 



Mingo . . . 
McDowell 
Merfcr . . . 

Totals . 



4,305 






For the Year end- 
ing Juno S(t, 18tl7. 



•3 -si 

Cum 



2(17,789 

2,lil7,917 

873,300 






667,070 
115,523 
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MINING LAWS, 



(Acts 1897, chapter 59.) 

Sec. 1. The governor of the State, by and with the ^^o^ejrnor to ap- 

\, .-, ^ i in ' 1. ' • point inspector 

consent of the Senate, shall appoint one mine inspec- for each dis- . 
tor for each of the four mining districts created bjchSf'.*"^* 
this act, and a chief mine inspector, who shall super- 
vise and control the mine inspection of the State of 
West Virginia, and the chief shall have the power to Duty of chief . 
call the assistance of any one of the other four mine 
insi)ector8 to any district in the State of West Virginia 
in case of emergency. And shall keep the reports fur- to keep the re- 
nished him by the four mine inspectors, and in ad- poJ^^^J/^^'^" 
dition thereto he shall copy said reports in a })ook or 
books by him purchased and kept for the purpose, and 
he shall index the same, and said books shall be open 
for inspection upon the request of any citizen of the 
State, and upon the request of the Governor or Attor- 
ney General of this State, said chief mine inspector 
shall lay said books and reports before either of said 
officers, and also maps of mines furnished him by said 
mine inspectors. 

Any chief mine inspector who shall violate any of Penalty on 
the provisions of this act, shall, upon conviction there- uiting thiTact. 
of, be fined not less than twenty-five nor more than two 
hundred dollars, and may, in the discretion of the 
court, be imprisoned in the county jail not exceeding 
one year. 

And each of the four mine inspectors shall report in Duty of in- 
writing monthly to the chief inspector, the number ®p®°*^^'^' 
and conditi(^n of all the mines inspected by him <^uring ^^^^^^^ ^^ 
each month. The chief inspector shall have power toer toremove 
remove any of the four mine inspectors mentioned in ^hen^.^^"' 
this act for causes heretofore mentioned in this act, governor to 
and the Governor of the State shall fill all vacancies '^^^^^^y- 
caused by removal from office. 

Mine inspectors created by this act shall hold their Term of office 
office for the term of four years, as hereinafter p^Q. <>' inspector, 
vided, unless they be sooner removed, as hereinafter 
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Qualill cations 
of persons 
appointed. 



provided. They shall continue in oflSce until their suc- 
cessors in oflSce are appointed and qualified. 

Every person so appointed must be a citizen of West 
Virginia, having a practical knowledge of mining and 
properly ventilating and draining mines, and must be 
a coal miner of at leat six years experience as a miner 
in the coal mines, and he shall not, while in office, be 
interested as owner, operator, agent, stockholder, su- 
perintendent or engineer of any coal mine, and he shall 
be of good moral character and temperate habits. An 
inspector of mines shall be removed from ojffiee by the 
chief mine inspector of this State for incompetency, 
neglect of duty, drunkenness, malfeasance and for 
other good causes. 



Vacancies in 
office of in- 
spector, how 
flllod. 

Inspector to 
take oath. 



Certificate of 

oath to be 

filed. 

To give bond. 



Salary and ex- 
penses of chief. 



Salary and ex 
penses of 
inspectors. 



How paid. 



Report of ex- 
penses by 
inspectors . 

When and by 
whom inspect- 
ors appointed. 



Term of office 



Sec. 2. Vacancies in office of inspectors shall be 
tilled by appointment by the Governor of the State for 
the unexpired term. 

Every person appointed inspector of mines shall, be- 
fore entering upon the discharge of the duties of his 
office, take the oath before some person authorized by 
law to administer oaths, that he will support the con- 
stitution of the United States and the constitution of 
the State of West Virginia, and that he will faithfully 
and impartially, to the best of his ability, discharge the 
duties of his office and file a certificate of his having 
done so in the office of the Secretary of State, and he 
shall give a bond in the penalty of two thousand dol- 
lars, with sureties to be approved by the Governor of 
the State, conditioned that he will faithfully discharge 
the duties of his office. 

The salary of the chief inspector shall be twelve hun- 
dred dollars per annum and not more than three hun- 
dred dollars for expenses, and the other four mine in- 
spectors shall have one thousand dollars salary, each, 
per annum, and not more than three hundred dollars 
for expenses. Such salary and expenses shall be paid 
monthly out of the State Treasury ; Provided^ That 
before payment of traveling expenses shall be made to 
the inspector, he shall file an account of such expenses 
and make out and file with the auditor that they were 
accrued in the discharge of his official duties. 

On the first Tuesday in April, one thousand eight 
hundred and ninety-seven, and every four years there- 
after, the Governor of the State shall, with the consent 
of the senate, appoint one mine inspector for each of 
the four mining districts of the State created by this 
act, whose term of office shall begin when he has taken 
the oath of office and has given the approved bond, as 
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required by this act, and whose term of oflSce shall be 
four years, or until his successor shall be duly ap- 
pointed and qualified. 

Sec. 3. And it shall be his duty to visit each mine in To visit mines, 
his district at least once in every three months, and it 
shall be unlawful for any mine inspector to do any 
surveying for any mine owner or owners, during his see sec. 4. 
term of olBBce, and it shall be unlawful for any mine in- 
spector to appoint any deputy or other person to do poiM^deputy 
and perform any work required of such mine inspector, nor do certain 
and it shall be his duty to personally perform the du-*^^^®^*°^' 
ties of his office hereunder. 

Any mine inspector failing to comply with the re- Penalty, 
quirementsof this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and upon conviction theroof shall be fined not less than 
one hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dol- 
lars, and be dismissed from office. 

The Governor of the State of West Virginia, together Governor and 
with the chief mine inspector created by this act, shall to dividTstate 
divide the State ot West Virginia into four mining J^/^V."''' "^^^^ 
districts. 

Duties of Mine Inspectors. 

(Acts 1890. ch. 9.) 

Sec. 4. Each inspector shall examine the mines of ssw. va. 275. 
his district at least twice every year* and oftener if 
called upon by twenty miners engaged in any one mine, 
and he shall see that all the provisions of this act are 
observed and strictly carried out. He shall particu- 
larly examine into the condition of the mines as to 
ventilation, drainage and general safety, and shall Additional 
make a record of all such examinations.! He shall ^peotors^.^ *°' 
also for each year ending with the thirtieth day of 
June, make a written report to the Governor of his pro- Annual report, 
ceedings as such inspector, stating therein the number 
of mines in his district, the thickness of the seams 
mined, the number of miners employed in each mine, 
the condition in which the mines were found, the ex- 
tent to which this act is obeyed or violated, the num- 
ber of accidents and deaths resulting from injuries re- 
ceived in or about the mines, with the cause of each of 
such accidents and deaths, and such other information 



* Acts 1897, ch. 59, sec. 3, requires luspector to visit mines in his district at 
least once in every three months. 

+Sec. r. Acts 1897, chap. 59, devolves this duty upon the Chief Mine Inspector 
who shall, upon the request of the Governor or Attorney General, lay sal4 
books and reports before either of said ofScers. 
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ill relation to mines and mining as he may deem of pul)- 
lic' interest. He shall also suggest or reconmiend such 
legislation on the subject of mining as he may think 
necessary. Such r{3port shall be filed ,with the Gover- 
nor on or before the thirtieth day of Dpcember next 
succeeding the year for which it was made. 

Ojji^rator'S t<f Mulu' SuTf^rf/s (uul Mnjjx of Mines, 

(Acts ISS7, cli 5().; 

38W. Va275. Sec. 5. The operator or agent of every coal mine 
m*?e to hL*^°^ shall, within six months after the passage of this act, 
mad«|;when; make or cause to be made, an accurate map or plan of 

by whom. ,. 'ii.ii.i.j^i_ ^ i 

such mine, on a scale.' to be stated thereon, not exceed- 
ing one hundred feet to the inch. Such map or plan 
shall show the openings or excavations, the shafts, 
slopes, entries, air ways, headings, rooms, pillars, etc., 
the general inclination of the coal strata, and so much 
of the property lines and of the outcrop of the coal 
seam of the tract of land on which said mine is lo- 
cated, as may b(^ within one thousand feet of any part 
of the workings of such mine. . 
A true copy to A ti'ue copy of such map or plan, shall, within the 
ihe^iDspect^or ^^^ months aforesaid, be delivered by such operator, to 
the inspector of his district, to be preserved among the 
records of his of!ice and turned over to his successor in 
oflfice; and the original map, or a true copy thereof, 
shall be kept by such operator at the office of the mine, 
and open at all reasonable times for the examination 
and use of the inspector and such operator shall twice 
within every twelve months, and not more than seven 
montlis apart while the mine is in operation, cause 
such mine to he surveyed and the map thereof ex- 
tended so as to accurately show the progress of the 
workings, the property lines and outcrop as above pro- 
vided; and he shall immediately thereafter deliver, to 
the inspector of his district, a map or plan and state- 
ment of the progress of the workings and extensions 
aforesaid, so as to enable the inspector to trace the 
same on the map or plan furnished him as above re- 
quired. 
Abandoned Before any mine or part of a mine is abandoned, or 

mapped!'*'"'^^ the ])illars drawn therein, it shall be accurately sur- 
veyed, and the maps theiv^of extended as aforesaid, and 
within one month after any mine is abandoned, the 
person who was the last operator thereof, shall file with 
the clerk of the countv court of the countv in. which 
the mine is located, a correct map, showing all the ex- 
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cavatione of such mine, to be preserved as a part of 
the records of the county. 

If any operator fail to comply with any provision of j2vSma» *° 
this section, the inspector is hereby authorized to have made, 
the survey and maps made or extended, as may be nec- 
essary in such case, at the expense of such operator, 
and the reasonable fees and expenses may be recovered 
in any court of competent jurisdiction by the person 
performing the work. 

When Not Lawful to Allow Persons to Work in Mines. 

Sec. 6. After six months from and after the passage two outlets to 
of this act, it shall be unlawful for the operator qj. °^*°® '®^" '® • 
agent of any coal mine, to employ any persons afc work 
in said mine, or permit any persons to be in said mine 
for the purpose of working therein, unless they are in 
communication with at least two openings or outlets, 
separated by natural strata, of not less than one hun- 
dred feet in breadth, if the mine be worked by shaft, 
and of not less than fifty feet in breadth, if worked by 
slope or drift. To each of said outlets there shall be 
provided, from the interior of the mine, a safe and 
available roadway, which shall at all times while the 
mine is in operation, be kept free from all obstruction JJj*j®j.*^j^*Jj^* 
that might prevent travel thereon in case of an emer-struction. 
geucy, and if either of said outlets be by shaft, it shall 
be fitted with safe and available appliances, such as 
ladders, stairs, or hoisting machinery, which shall at 
all times, when the mine is in operation, be kept in or- 
der and ready for immediate use, whereby persons em- 
ployed in the mine may readily escape in case of an 
accident. 

This section shall not apply to any mine while work 
is being prosecuted with reasonable diligence in mak- 
ing communication between said outlets, so long as not 
more than twenty persons are employed at any one 
time in said mine; neither shall it apply to any mine, 
or part of a mine, in which the second outlet has been 
rendered unavilable by reason of the final robbing of 
pillars preparatory to abandonment, so long as not 
more than twenty persons are employed therein at any 
one time. 

WhenOwner of Mine Mffy Appropriaie Adjoining Lands 

Sec. 7. In case a coal mine has but one opening, and 
the owner thereof does not own suitable surf ace ground 
for another opening, as required by the next precedin 
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section, he may select and appropriate any adjoining 
land for that purpose, and for approach thereto, and he 
shall be governed in his proceeding io appropriating 
such land, by the laws in force providing for the ap- 
propiration of private property by corporations, and 
such appropriation may be made whether he is a cor- 
porator or not; but no lands shall be appropriated un- 
der the provisions of this act until the court is satisfied 
that suitable premises cannot be obtained on reasona- 
ble terms. 

Certain Safety Appliances to he Provided. 

Mfttai speak- Sec. 8. The Operator or agent of every coal mine 
ing lube. worked by shaft shall forthwith provide, and hereafter 
maintain, a metal tube from the top to the bottom of 
such shaft, suitably adapted to the free passage of 
sound, through which conversation may be held be- 
tween persons at the top and at the bottom of the 
shaft, also the ordinary means of signaling, and an ap- 
proved safety catch and a suiBcient cover overhead on 
every carriage used for lowering or hoisting persons, 
and at the top of the shaft an approved safety gate, 
and an adequate brake on the drum of every machine 
used to lower or hoist persons in such shaft; and the 
said operator or agent shall have the machinery used 
Machinery for lowering or hoisting persons into or out of the 
in^spected xmxi^ kept in safe condition and inspected once in each 
twenty-four hours by some competent person. 

Machinery to he in Charge of Competent and Sober 

Engineers. 

Sec. 9. No operator or agent of any coal mine, 
worked by shaft or slope, shall place in charge of any 
engine, used for lowering into or hoisting out of said 
mine persons employed therein, any but competent 
and sober engineers; and no engineer in charge of such 
machinery shall allow any person except such as may 
be deputed for that purpose by the operator or agent, 
to interfere with any part of the machinery; and no 
person shall interfere with or intimidate the engineer 
in the discharge of his duties; and in no case shall 
No more than Hiorc than ten pcrsous ride on any cage or car at one 
<en per8o s to time, and no person shall ride on a loaded cage or car 

ride on cage or . ' , -, ^ , ° 

car. in any shaft or slope. 

All slopes or engine-planes, used as traveling-ways 
by persons in any mine, shall be made of sufficient 
width to permit persons to pass moving cars with 
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safety, or refuge holes of ample dimensions, and not 

more than sixty-feet apart, 'shall be made on one side 

of said slope or engine plane. Such refuge holes shall Refuge-hoies. 

be kept free from obstructions, and the roof and sides 

thereof shall be made secure. 

Provisioivsfor Proprv Ventilat'um of Mines, 

Sec. 10. The operator or agent of every coal mine, ^^' ^* ^74. 
whether worked by shaft, slope or drift, shall provide 
and hereafter maintain for every such mine, ample 
means of ventilation, affording not less than one hun- 
dred cubic feet of air per minute for each and every ^^^ 9"^^° '^®V 

_ . '^i . , . "^ oi air for each 

person employed in such mine, and as much more as person 
the circumstances may require, which shall be circu- 
lated around the main headings and cross headings and 
working places, to an extent that will dilute, render 
harmless and carry ofE the noxious and dangerous 
gasses generated therein ; and as the working places 
shall advance, break-throughs for air shall be made in 
the pillars, or brattices shall be used, so as to keep 
such working places well and properly ventilated. 

Precautions to he Used in Case of Fire Damp, 

All mines generating fire damp shall be kept free of 
standing gas in the worked out or abandoned parts of 
the same as far as practicable, and the entrance there- 
to shall be properly closed and cautionary notices 
posted to warn persons of danger, and the doors used 
therein for directing ventilation shall be so hung as to Doors so hung 
close themselves, and every working place and all other JJg^°g°\°^|g 
places where gas is known to exist or is liable to exist, 
shall be carefully examined by some competent person 
appointed for that purpose, to be known as "fire-boss," J'/g^^^^^Jflg*"^ 
immediately before each shift, with a safety lamp, and 
in making such examinations it shall be the duty of 
the fire-boss at each examination, to leave at the face 
of every place so examined, evidence of his presence, 
and no w^orkman shall enter or be permitted to enter, 
any mine or part of a mine, generating fire damp, un- 
til it has been examined by the fire-boss as aforesaid 
and reported by him to be safe. In all mines generat- 
ing fire damp accumulations of fine, dry, coal dust Dusty places 
shall as far as practicable, be prevented, and such dust*<^^® watered, 
shall, whenever necessary, be kept properly w^atered 
down. The safety lamps used for examining any one safety 
mine, or which may be used for working therein, shall^*°^P'9^e*^ 
be furnished by and be the property of the operator of °*^"^" 
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the mine, and shall be in charge of an agent thereof, 
and at least one safety lamp shall be kept at every coal 
mine, whether such mine generates fire damp or not. 

Mining Boss to he Appointed — ///.<? Qualiji cations and 

Did Us. 



MiDinR boss 
' and his duties. 



Props, caps 
and timbers to 
be furnished 
and delivered 
to the miners. 



Duty of 
miners. 



Water to be 
drained or 
hauled out of 
mine. 



Refugre-ho)e«» 
along haul- 
\%ayd. 



Bore- holes. 



Sec. 11. In order to better secure the proper ventila- 
tion of every coal mine and promote the health and 
safety of persons employed therein, the operator or 
agent shall employ a competent and practical inside 
overseer, to be called "mining-boss," who shall be a 
citizen and an experienced coal miner, or any person 
having two years' experience in a coal mine, and shall 
keep a careful watch over the ventilating apparatus 
and the air-ways, traveling-ways, pumps and drainage, 
and shall see that as the miners advance their excava- 
tions, proper l)reak-throughs are made as provided in 
section ten of this act, and that all loose coal, slate 
and rock overhead in the working places, and along 
the haulways, be removed or carefully secured so as to 
prevent danger to persons employed in such mines; and 
that sufficient proj)s, caps and timbers are furnished of 
suitable size and cut square at both ends, and as Dear 
as practicble to the proper length for the places where 
they are to be used, and such props, caps alid timbers 
shall be delivered and placed in the working places of 
the miners, and every workman in want of props or 
timbers and cap pieces, shall notify the mining boss or 
his assistant of the fact at least one dav in advance, 
giving the length and number of props or timbers and 
cap pieces required; but in case of an emergency •the 
timbers may be ordered immediately upon the discov- 
ery of any danger; and the place and manner of leav- 
ing the orders for timbers shall be designated in the 
rules of the mine; and shall have all water drained or 
hauled out of the working places before the miners en- 
ter, and the working places kept dry, as far as prac- 
ticable, while the miners are at work. On all iDaiil- 
ways, space not less than ten feet long and two feet six 
inches wide between the wagon and the rib^ shall be 
kept open at distances not exceeding one hundred feet 
apart, in which shelter from ])asfting wagons may be 
secured. Tt shall further be the dutv of the mining 
boss to have bore-holes ke])t not less than twelve feet 
in advance of the face, and, when necessary, on the 
sides, of the working places that are being driven to- 
wards and in dangerous proximity to an abandoned 
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mine or part of a mine suspected of containing in- 
llammable gases or which is filled with water. 

The minine-boss, or his assistants shall visit and ex- ^*?® ^^^f.^^o 

1- 1 -XL • XI i^ • visit working 

amine every working place in the mine at least once in places, 
every three days, and oftener when necessary, while 
the miners of such j)laces are at work, and shall direct 
that each and every working place shall be secured 
by props or timbers whenever necessary, so that safety 
in all respects be assured, and no person shall be direct- 
ed to work in an unsafe place, unless it be for the pur- 
pose of making it safe. The mining-l)oss shall notify 
the operator or agent of the mine of his inability to 
comply with any requirements ot this section; it shall 
then become the duty of such operator or agent at once 
to attend to the matter complained of by the mining- 
boss, to comply with the provisions hereof. 

Duty of Mine Infipector inhen Mine u<in Vnwfa Condi' 

tion . 

Sec. 12. The operator or agent of every coal mine inspector to 
shall furnish the inspector proper facilities for enter- oragJnjP"**^' 
ing such mines, and making examinations or obtaining 
information; and if any inspector shall discover that 
any mine does not in its appliances, for the safety of 
the persons employed therein, conform to the previs- 
ions of this act, or that by reason of any defect or 
practice in or at such mine, the lives or health of per- 
sons employed therein, are endangered, he shall im- 
mediately^ in writing, notify such operator or agent 
thereof, stating in such notice the particulars in which 
he considers such mine to be defective or dangerous, 
and if he deem it necessary for the protection of the 
lives or health of the persons employed in such mine, 
he shall, after giving notice to the said operator or 
agent, of his intention so to do, apply without bond, injunction. 
to the circuit court of the county in which said mine 
is located, or to the judge thereof in vacation, for an 
injunction to restrain the operating of said mine until 
said danger is removed; and such court or judge, when court to act at 
so applied to, shall at once proceed to hear the case*^^°®* 
and determine the same, and if the cause appear to be 
sufficient, and such danger appear to exist, after hear- 
ing the parties and their evidence, he shall issue an in- 
junction restraining the operating of said mine until 
the cause of such danger be removed, and the cost of cost of the 
the yjroceedings, including the charges of the attorney ^'^°^®^^°^*' 
prosecuting the same, shall be borne by the operator 
of the mine, but no fee exceeding twenty-five dollars 
shall be taxed in any one case for the attorney prose- 
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cuting such case; but if said court or judge shall find 
the cause not sufficient, then the case shall be dis- 
missed and the cost shall be paid by 'the county in 
which the mine is located. 

Boys under Twelve Years and Female Persoth^ not to be 

Emiployed in Minei<. 

Se(\ 13. No boy under twelve years of age, nor fe- 
male persons of any age, shall be permitted to work in 
any coal mine, and in all cases of doubt, the parents 
or guardians of such boys shall furnish affidavits of 
their ages. 

Employes not to do any Act that Endangers Life or 

Property. 

(Acts 1890, ch. 9 ) 

38W. va.2:5. gj,^. j4 No miner, workman or other person shall 
knowingly injure any shaft, lamp, instrument, air 
course or brattice, or obstruct or throw open air-ways, 
or carry matches or open lights into places worked by 
safety lamps, or disturb any part of the machinery, 
open a door used for directing ventilation and not close 
it again, or enter any part of a mine against cautioD, 
or disobey any order given in carrying out any of the 
provisions of this act, or do any other act whereby the 
life or health of any person employed in the mines or 
the security of the mine is endangered. 

Inthnidation of Employes ProMhited, 

Nor shall any person or persons, or combination of 
persons, by force, threats, menace or intimidation of 
any kind, prevent or attempt to prevent from working 
in or about any mine, any person or persons who have 
the lawful right to work in or about the same, and who 
desire so to work; but this provision shall not be so 
construed as to prevent any two or more persons from 
associating themselves together under the name of 
Knights of Labor, or any other name they may desire, 
for any lawful purpose, or for using moral suasion or 
lawful argument to induce any one not to work in and 
about any mine. 
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Powers and Duties of Mine Inspector in case of Explo- 
sion or Accident. 

Sec. 15. Whenever by reason of any explosion or n™™ce*^{o*be 
other accident in any coal mine, or the machine^'y con- given the 
nected therewith, loss of life or serious personal injury case oTacoi^ 
shall occur, it shall be the duty of the superintendent ***°*- 
of the colliery, and in his absence the mining-boss in 
charge of the mine, to give notice thereof forthwith, 
by mail or otherwise, to the inspector of the district, 
statins the particulars of such accident. And if any Notice to 

• 1 -n J j.T_ u J. -.u i? j-i X 1 coroner iu case 

one IS killed thereby, to the coroner of the county also of fatal acoi- 
or in his absence or inability to act, to any justice of ^®°^' 
the peace; and the said inspector shall, if he deem it 
necessary from the facts reported, immediately go to 
the scene of such accident and make such suggestions 
and render such assistance as he may deem necessary 
for the future safety of the men and investigate the 
cause of such explosion or accident, and make a re- 
cord thereof, which he shall preserve with the other 
records of his office; and to enable him to make such" 
investigation, he shall have the power to compel the at- 
tendance of witnesses, and to administer oaths or 
aflBrmations; and the cost of such investigation shall 
be paid by the county in which such accident occurred, 
in the same manner as the costs of coroner's inquests 
are now paid. If the coroner or justice shall deter- 
mine to hold an inquest upon the body of any person 
killed, as aforesaid, he shall impanel a jury, no one of 
whom shall be directly or indirectly interested, and 
the inspector of mines, if present at such inquests, 
shall have the right to appear and testify and to offer 
any testimony that may be relevant, and to question ^^^ ^^ ^^ 
and cross question any witness: and the coroner or jus- deliver to 
tice shall deliver to the inspector a copy of the testi- o? v^erdfct o?^^ 
mony and verdict of the jury. , jury- 

Operators to Make Annual JRepm^ts to Inspector of 

Mine^. 

Sec. 16. The operator or agent of every coal mine 
shall annually, during the month of July, mail or de- 
liver to the inspector of his district a report for the 
preceding twelve months, ending with the thirtieth 
day of June. Such report shall state the names of the 
operator and officers of the mine, the quanity of coal 
mined, and such other information, not of a private 
nature, as may from time to lime be required by the 
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inspector. Blank forms of such reports shall be fur- 
nished by the inspector. 

Penalty for Violations of Law. 

Sec. 17. The operator or agent of any coal mine who 
shall wilfully neglect or refuse to perform the duties 
required of him by any section of this act, or who 
shall violate any of the provisions hereof, and any per- ; 
son who shall neglect or refuse to perform the duties j 
required of him by sections nine, ten, eleven, thirteen j 
or fourteen, or who shall violate any of the provisions ! 
thereof, or knowingly do any act whereby the health \ 
or life of any person employed in a mine, or the security . 
of a mine is endangered, shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction shall be punished by a 
fine of not less than fifty nor more than five hundred 
dollars. In default of payment of such fine and costs, 
for the space of ten days, the defendant may, in the 
discretion of the court, be imprisoned in the county 
^jail for a period not exceeding three months. 

To in hat Mines Law Applies. 

Sec. 18. The provisions of this act shall apply only 
to coal mines in which ten or more persons are em- 
ployed in a period of twenty-four hours. 

Acts repealed. Sec. 19. Chapter scvcntv, of the acts of one thous- 
and eight hundred and eighty-three, and all other acts 
and parts of acts inconsistent with this act, are hereby 
repealed. 
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^WEIGHING AND MEASURING COAL AT MINES. 

[Acts, 1891, ch. 82, Code 1891, p. 998.] 

Coal C()7npanie8 to Provide Facilities for Weighing. 

Sec. 1. It shall be the duty of every corporation, company or 
person engaged in the business of mining and selling coal by 
weight or measure, to procure and constantly keep on hand at 
the proper place, the necessary scales and measures and whatever 
else may be. necessary, to correctly weigh' and measure the coal 
as mined by such corporation, company or person. And it shall 
be the duty of the sealer of weights and measures for every 
county in which coal is so mined and sold, to visit each coal 
mine operated therein, and where such scales and measures are 
kept, at least once in each year, and test the correctness of 
such scales and measures. The owner or o])erator of such ccal 
mine, or any two or more of the miners working therein, may in 
writing require his attendance at the place where such scales and 
measures are kept, at other times, in order to test the correctness 
thereof, and it shall be his duty to comply with such requests as 
soon as he can, after receiving such request. If his attendance is 
required by the owner or operator of such mine, or if by the 
miners working therein, and the scales or measures tested be 
found not to be correct, his fees shall be paid by the owner or 
operators, and if his attendance be required by the miners and 
the scales or measures tested be found to be.correct, his fees shall 
be paid by them. If in any such county there be no sealer of 
weights and measures, the duties herein requied to be done and 
performed by such sealer, shall be done and performed by the 
inspector of mines for the district of which such county forms a 
part. 

CavH to he Numhered and Capacity MarTced, 

Sec. 2. Each car used by any such corporation, company or 
person in removing coal from any coal mine shall be numbered 
by consecutive numbers plainly marked, and placed and kept 
thereon as long as such car is so used. And if the coal from such 
mine is mined, and the miners are paid according to the weight 

"^ W. Va. 802. 

Note .—Standard weight of bituminous coal, eighty pounds per busliel. Code, 1891, ch. 
59, sec. 17. 
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thereof for mining the same, every such car so used shall be 
weighed upon such tested scales, and the weight thereof shall be 
plainly marked and placed thereon as long as such car shall be 
used as aforesaid. If the coal at any such mine is mined, and 
the miners thereof are paid for mining the same by measure, the 
number of bushels of coal such car will hold when loaded to its 
capacity, shall also be plainly marked, and placed and kispt 
thereon as long as such car is so used as aforesaid. And no car 
shall be used for the purpose aforesaid, after ninety days from 
the time this act takes effect, until the provisions of this section 
are complied with. 

Coal to he Weighed and Measured he/ore Screened^ How Paid Fm\ 

Sec. 3. All coal so mined and paid for by weight, shall be 
weighed in the car in which it is removed from the mine before 
it is screened, and shall be paid for according to the weight so 
ascertained, at such price per ton as may be agreed on by such 
owner or operator and the miners who mined the same. And 
coal mined and paid for by measure shall be paid for accordiDg 
to the number of bushels marked upon each car in which it is 
removed from the mine, and before it is screened, and the price 
paid for each bushel so ascertained shall be such as may be 
agreed on as aforesaid. 

Weighmen; How Employed^ Duties^ etc. 

Sec. 4. Every such corporation, company or person shall em- 
ploy a weighman, and the miners working in such coal mine^ 
may employ another such weighman, and the two so employed 
shall supervise the weighing of each car while empty, and the 
weighing of the same when loaded with coal so paid for by 
weight, and the measuring of the number of bushels thereifl, 
when necessary, so paid for by measure. But if the miners fail to 
employ such weighman, then the person so employed by such cor- 
poration, company or person shall perform that duty. Each of 
the persons so employed before entering upon the discharge of 
the duties of his employment shall take and subscribe an oath or 
affirmation that he will honestly and impartially do and perform 
the duties of his employment, and do equal and exact justice be- 
tween employers and employes interested in the matter of his 
employment, to the best of his judgment, skill and ability. 
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Sealed Weights and Measures — By Whom to he lurnisliedand Kept 

\ 

Sec. 5. In any county in which the mine inspector is required 
to act as herein mentioned, the county court of such county shall 
furnish him with whatever is necesearv to enable him to dis- 
charge his duties, if such court has procured the weights and 
measures and balances provided for by chapter fifty-nine of the 
code of West Virginia; and if not, the state sealer of weights and 
measures shall furnish him with whatever may be necessary to 
enable him to discharge the duties hereby required of him, and 
the things so furnished him, in either case, shall be returned by 
him to the person from whom he received them as soon as possi- 
ble after he has performed the duties for which he received them 
But it shall be the duty of every corporation, company or per- 
son so engaged in the business of mining coal, to procure and 
constantly keep on hand a sealed weight of at least fifty pounds, 
and a sealed measure of at least one bushel, to be used for th^ 
purpose of this act. 

Yiolatioiis — Ilmo Punished^ 

Sec. 6.' Any corporation, company or person, violating any of 

the provisions of this act, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor, and 

upon conviction thereof, shall for each ofiPence, be fined not less 

than twenty-five dollars and not more than five hundred dollars. 

Aiid the officer, agent or employes of the corporation or company 

wtose duty it was to do or perform the act, or to cause it to be 

ione and performed, which is the subject of the indictment, 

caay be indicted jointly, the said corporation or company, and 

apon conviction thereof, in the discretion of the court he may be 

imprisoned in the county jail not less than ten nor more than 
sixty days. 

To Whom Act Not to Apply, 

Sec. 7. This act shall not apply to any corporation, company 
or person owning or operating a coal mine in which less than ten 
miners are employed. 

Charges to Grand Juries. 

Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of every court in each county, in 
which any such coal mine is operated, and in which a grand jury 
is empaneled, to give this act in charge to the grand jury. 
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WAGES OF OPERATIVES AND LABORERS. 

(•^ActslHST, ch.«3; CodelH91,p. 1003.) 

Sec. 1. That all persons, firms, corporations, or associations in 
this state, engaged in mining coal, ore, or other minerals, or 
mining and manufacturing them, or either of them, or manufac- 
turing iron or steel, or both, or any other kind of manufacturing, 
shall pay their employes as provided in this act. 

Sec. 2. All persons, firms, companies, corporations or associ- 
ations engaged in the business aforesaid, shall settle with their 
employes at least once in every two weeks, unless otherwise pro- 
vided by special agreement, and pay them the amount due them 
for their work or services, in lawful money of the United States, 
or by cash order as described and required in the next preceding 
succeeding section of this act;jt??Y>tvVZ('^/, That nothing herein con- 
tained shall affdct the right of an employe to assign the whole or 
any part of his claim against his employer. 

Sec. r\. That it shall not be lawful for any person, firm, com- 
pany, corporation, or association engaged in the business afore- 
said, their clerk, agent, officer or servant, in this state, to issue 
for the payment of labor any order or other paper whatsoever, 
unless the same purports to be redeemable for its face value in 
lawful money of the United States^ bearing interest at the legal 
rate, made payable to employe or bearer and redeemable within 
a period of thirty days by the person, firm, company, corj)ora- 
tion, or association, giving, making or issuing the same. And 
any person, firm, company, corporation, or association, engaged 
in the business aforesaid, their cierk, agent, officer, or servant, 
who shall issue for payment ©f labor any paper or order other 
than the one herein specified, in violation hereof, shall be guilty 
of a misdemeanor and upon conviction thereof, shall be fined in 
any sum not less than twenty-five dollars nor exceeding one hun- 
dred dollars, in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 4. That from and after the passage of this act, it shall be 
luilawful for any person, firm, company, corporation, or associa- 
tion, engaged in mining or manufacturing, either or both as 

*Secs . 3 and 4 held unconstitutional . 33 W . Va . 179 . 
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aforesaid, and w^o shall likewise be interested directly or indi- 
rectly in^ merchandising as owner or otherwise in any money, per 
cent., profit, or commission arising from the sale of any such 
merchandise, their clerks, servants, officers or agents, to know- 
ingly and wilfully sell or cause to be sold to any employe, any 
goods, merchandise or supplies whatsoever, for a greatei* per 
cent, of profit than merchandise and supplies of like character, ' 
kind, quality and quantity are so sold to other customers buying 
for cash, and not employed by them ; and shall any person or 
member of any firm, company, corporation, or association, his 
or their clerk, agent, or servant, violate this section, then and 
in that case, such person, firm, company, corporation or associa- 
tion, shall collect for such merchandise and supplies only 
the price for which like merchandise and supples are sold by 
them to such other customers as aforesaid buying for cash ; and 
moreover shall bo guilty of a misdemeanor, and on conviction 
thereof, shall be fined not exceeding one hundred dollars nor lessi 
than twenty-five dollars. 

Sec. 5. That if any firm, company, corporatioi], or association, 
shall refuse for the space of twenty days to settle and pay any of 
their said employes at the intervals (jf time as provided in section 
two of this act, or shall neglect or refuse to redeem any cash or- 
ders herein provided for, within the time specified, if presented, 
and suit should be brought for the amount overdue and unpaid, 
judgment for the amount of said claim proven to be due and un- ' 
paid, with legal interest thereon until paid, shall be rendered in 
favor of the plaintiff in such aGtiou] jrrovidcd^ /u?'t/u?\ That the 
cash order herein provided for, given for payment of labor, if the 
laborer continues to hold the same, in case of the insolvency of 
the company, or person, or firm or corporation giving same, such 
laborer shall not lose his lien and preference under existing 
laws. 
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♦REGULATING PAYMENT OF LABORERS' WAGES AND 

PROHIBITING EXCESSIVE CHARGES FOR 

GOODS AND SUPPLIES. 

[Acts 1891, ch. 76; Code 1891, p. 1002.] 

Employers Cannot hsite Seript not Redeemable in Money — Petx- 

alty^ etc. 

Sec. 1. It shall be unlawful for any corporation, company, 
firm or person engaged in any trade or business, either directly or 
indirectly, to issue, sell, give or deliver, to any person employed 
by such corporation, company, firm or person, in payment of 
wages due such laborer, or as advances for labor not due, any 
scrip, token, draft, check, or other evidences of indebtedness, 
payable or redeeipable otherwise thon in lawful money; and if 
any such scrip, token, draft, check, or other evidence of indebt- 
edness, be so issued, sold, given or delivered to such laborer, it 
shall be construed, taken and held in all courts and places, to be 
a promise to pay the sum specified therein in lawful money by 
the corporation, company, firm or person, issuing, selling, giving 
or delivering the same to the person named therein, or to the 
holder thereof. And the corporation, company, firm or person, 
so issuing, selling, giving or delivering the same, shall, more- 
over, be guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, 
shall be fined not less than twenty-five dollars, nor more than 
one hundred dollars, and at the discretion of the court, the offi- 
cer or agent of the corporation, company or firm, or the person 
issuing, selling, giving or delivering the same, may be im- 
prisoned, not less than ten nor more than thirty days. 

.Excessive Charges for Goods Prohibited, 

Sec. 2. If any corporation, company, firm or person, shall 
coerce or compel, or attempt to coerce or compel an employe in its, 
their or his employment, to purchase goods or supplies in pay- 
ment of wages due him, or to become due him, or otherwise, 
from any^corporation, company, fjrra or person, such first named 

♦See 36 W. Va.. Reports, p. 802. 
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corporation, company, firm or person, shall be guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and upon conviction thereof shall be punished as pro- 
vided in the preceding section. And if any such corporation, 
company, firm or person, shall directly or indirectly, sell to any 
such employe in payment of wages due or to become due him, or 
otherwise, goods or supplies at prices higher than the reasonable or 

^ current market value thereof at cash such corporation, company, 
firm or person, shall be liable to such employe, in a civil action, 
in double the amount of the charges made and paid for such 
goods or supplies, in excess of the reasonable or correct value in 
cash thereof. 

Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of every court having jurisdiction 
in criminal cases in which grand juries are empaneled, to give 

, this act in charge of the grand jury. * 

KAILROAD COMPANIES PROHIBITED FROM BUYING OR 
SELLING COAL OR COKE, AND DISCRIMINATING. 

]Acts 1895, ch. IC] 

Sec. 1. It shall be unlawful for any railroad corporation to en- 
gage, directly or indirectly, in the business of buying and selling 
coal or coke, or to promise, pledge or lend its credit, money or 
other property or thing of value to another, either natural or cor- 
porate, engaged in such business, but nothing herein shall prevent 
such corporation from purchasing such articles for its own con- 
sumption, or when it is the ow;ier of any such commodities from 
selling and shipping the s&rne; 2?7'ovided, in doing so, such corpor- 
ation shall • not discriminate in rates, distribution of cars or 
othe^'wise against other shippers of like commodities on its lines; 
and, provided^ furtliei\ That when such company has the right to 
sell either of such commodities, and is unable from any cause 
to fill any hona fide contracts it may have made to supply such 
commodities, or either of them, it may purchase them to enable 
it to fill such contracts. 

Sec. 2. Every railroad corporation along whose line of rail- 
road the industries of mining coal or manufacturing coke is car- 
ried on, shall without discrimination between or amongst ship- 
pers, and without unnecessary delay, make a reasonable provis- 
ion for the transportation of all such coal and coke offered for 
transportation over its railroad, and no such railroad corporation 
0hall discriminate in rates, distribution of cars or otherwise 
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against or among shippers of coal or cok« offered for shipment on 
its line or lines. 

Sec. 8. The circuit and criminal courts of every county 
through or into which the railroad of any such. railroad corpora- 
tion violating any or either of the provisions of this act may 
pass, shall have concurrent jurisdiction of all the offenses under 
and violations of the provisions of this act. 

Seg. 4. Any railroad corporation or officer or agent thereof who 
shall knowingly and wilfully violate any of the provisions of this 
act, shall for each and every such offense, be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and upon indictment and conviction thereof, shall 
he rined not less than fifty nor more than five hundred dollars. 
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QUANTITY OF LAND A CORPORATION MAY HOLD. 

[Code 1891 ch. 53, sec.f«2.] 

No corporation subject to this chapter, whether incorporated 
lUKler special charter or general law, shall hold more than one 
hundred acres of land; except that a companyfor mining iron, 
lead or copper ore, and manufacturing the same into metal, may 
hold ten thousand acres for every charcoal blast furnace, and 
three thousand acres for every other furnace; com2)(inie8 for 
7nivin(i ami selling coal^ ten fhoii^miid acrea each; other mining 
companies, salt companies and oil companies, three thousand 
acres each; other manufacturing companies, one thousand acres 
each, and a springs company, fifteen hundred acres; nor shall any 
corporation subject to this chapter, hold more than five acres in 
any incorporated town or city, except as provided in the fourth 
section of chapter fifty-two of this code, and except that societies 
formed to promote agriculture or stock raising may hold not ex- 
ceeding thirty acres in any incorporated town or city. But 
nothing in this section contained shall* be construed to prevent 
any company heretofore* incorporated from holding such number 
of acres of land, in addition to the number herein prescribed, as 
may be authorized by its charter. But any such springs com- 
X^any now owning or occupying the real estate of a former springs 
company may take, hold and use the same, notwithstanding the 
cjuantity thereof shall exceed fifteen hundred acres. 
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RIGHTS OF COTERMINOUS OWNERS OF LANDS. 

[Code 1891, chapter 79. ] 

Sec. 7. No owner or tenant of any land containing coal shi 
open or sink, or dig, excavate or work in any coal mine or shaf zz 
on such land, within five feet of thw line dividing said laud froE^ 
that of another person or persons; without the consent, in wri 
ing, of every person interested in, or having title to, such adjoi^ti 
ing lands in possession, reversion, or remainder, or of the guar«L~3 
ians of any such persons as may be infants. 

If any person shall violate this section, he shall forfeit fiv^ 
hundred dollars to any person injured thereby who may sue for 
the same. 

Sec. 8. The owner, tenant, or occupant of any land on which a 
coal mine is opened and worked, or his agents, shall permit any 
person interested in, or having title to, and land coterminous 
with that in which such coal mine is, to have ingress and egress 
with surveyors and assistants to explore and survey such mine at 
his own expense, and not oftener than once a month, for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether or not the preceding section has been 
violated. Every owner, tenant, occupant, or agent, who shall re- 
fuse such permission, exploration, or survey, shall forfeit twenty 
dollars for each refusal to the person so refused. 

Sec. 9. A justice of the county in which such mine is, before 
whom complaint of such refusal is made, may issue a summons 
to such owner, tenant, occupant or agent to answer such com- 
plaint. 

On the return of the summons executed, and proof that 
the complainant has right of entry, and that he has been refused 
without sufficient cause, the justice shall designate an early and 
convenient time for such entry to be made, and issue his warrant 
commanding the sheriff of the county to attend and prevent ob- 
structions and impediments to such entry, exploration and sur- 
vey. The cost of such summons, and a fee of three dollars to the 
sheriff executing the warrant, shall be paid by the person whose 
refusal caused the complaint. But if the justice dismiss the 
complaint the costs shall be paid by the party making it. 
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MINING DISTRICTS. 

As provided iu section 3 of chapter 59 of the Acts of 1897, the 
Governor and the Chief Mine Inspector have divided the State 
into four mining districts, to be composed of the following 
named counties, respectively: 

First District. — Barbour, Berkeley, Brooke, Doddridge, Grant, 
Hardy, Hampshire, Harrison, Hancock, Jefferson, Lewis, Mar- 
shall, Marion, Mineral, Monongalia, Morgan, Ohio, Preston, Pen- 
dleton, Randolph, Taylor, Tucker, Tyler, Upshur and Wetzel. 

Second District. — Braxton, Calhoun, Cabell, Clay, Gilmer, 
Jackson, Mason, Pleasants, Putnam, Ritchie, Roane, Wayne, 
Wirt, Wood and all that part of Kanawha County on both sides 
of the Kanawha River, west of Coalburg, including the mines in 
the Cabin Creek Valley and all other mines within one mile east 
of Coalburg. 

Third District.— Y^yQttQ^ Greenbrier, Monroe, Nicholas, Poca- 
hontas, Raleigh, Summers, Webster and all that part of Kana- 
wha County on both sides of the Kanawha River east of Coal- 
burg, but not including any mine within one mile of Coalburg. 

Fourth District, — Boone, Lincoln, Logan, McDowell, Mercer, 
Mingo and Wyoming. 
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MINE INSPECTORS. 

The follo\^iDg appointed Mine Inspectors preside over the var- 
ious districts, as follows: 

CHIEF MINE INSPECTOR— James W. Paul, Charleston, 
Kanawha County. 

Mrst District — Stephen A. Lewis; office at Fairmont, Marion 
County. 

Second District — Jerky Meade; oflBce at Charleston, Kanawha 
County. 

Third District — John I. Absalom; office at Powellton, Fayette 
County. 

Fourth District. — Wm. J. Preece; office at Ooaldale, Mercer 
County. 
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EXTRACT FROM THE SC OOL LAW. 



Compulsory Attendance at School of Children Bettveen the Ages of 

Eight a7id Fourtee7i Yeai's, 



[Chapter 98, n 10a.] 

Every person having under his control a child or children be- 
tween the ages of eight and fourteen years shall cause such child 
or children to attend some public school in the city, independent 
district, or district in which he resides, and such attendance 
shall continue for at least sixteen weeks of the school year, pro- 
vided the school be in session as many as sixteen weeks, and for 
every ^neglect of such duty the person offending shall be guilty of 
a misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction thereof before any 
justice, be fined two dollars for the first offense and five dollars 
for each subsequent offense. An offense, as understood in this 
act, shall consist in failure to send to school any child or child- 
ren for five consecutive days except in case of the sickness of 
such child or children other reasonable excuse. And it 
shall be the duty of ever' trustee and teacher to inform 
against any one so offend ig; and upon a failure so to do, 
they shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be fined not 
exceeding five dollars ; ^>7w;^^€6?, That if such child or chil- 
dren have attended for a like period of time a private day 
school, or if such child or children have been other- 
wise instructed for a like period of time in the branches of learn- 
ing required by law to be taught in the public schools, or have 
already acquired such branches, or if his physical or mental con- 
dition is snch as to render such attendance inexpedient, or im- 
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practicable, Buch penalty ehall not he incurTed; provided, ^further, 
That in case there be no public school in session within two miles 
by the nearest traveled road of any person in the school district 
he shall not be liable to the provisions of this act. 

Any fines so collected shall be placed to the credit of the build- 
ing fund of the district. 

If sixty per cent, of the legal voters of any city, independent 
district or sub-district shall petition the board of education 
against the enforcement of this act, the said act, so far as that 
sub-district is concerned, shall be null and void until the begin- 
ning of the next school year. 

Justices of the peace shall have jurisdiction in all violations of 
this act in their respective counties. 
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